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AN ACT concerni ng educati on.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anended by adding Article

21A as foll ows:

(105 ILCS 5/Art. 21A headi ng new)
ARTI CLE 21A. NEW TEACHER | NDUCTI ON AND NMENTORI NG

(105 ILCS 5/ 21A-5 new
Sec. 21A-5. Definitions. In this Article:

"New teacher" neans the holder of an Initial Teaching

Certificate, as set forth in Section 21-2 of this Code, who

is enployed by a public school and who has not previously

participated in a new teacher induction and nentoring program

required by this Article, except as provided in Section

21A-25 of this Code.

"Public school”" neans any school operating pursuant to

the authority of this Code, including wthout Ilimtation a

school district, a charter school, a cooperative or joint

agreenent with a governing body or board of control, and a

school operated by a regional office of education or State

agency.

(105 ILCS 5/ 21A-10 new)
Sec. 21A-10. Devel opnent of program required. Duri ng

the 2003-2004 school vyear, each public school or 2 or nore

public schools acting jointly shall develop, in conjunction
with its excl usi ve representative or their exclusive
representatives, if any, a new teacher i nducti on and

mentoring program that neets the requirenents set forth in

Section 21A-20 of this Code to assist new teachers in
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devel opi ng t he skills and strateqgies necessary for

instructional excellence, provided that funding is nade

available by the State Board of Educati on from an

appropriation made for this purpose. A public school that has

an existing induction and nmentoring programthat does not

meet the requirenents set forth in Section 21A-20 of this

Code may have school years 2003-2004 and 2004-2005 to devel op

a program that does neet those requirenents and nmay receive

fundi ng as described in Section 21A-25 of this Code, provided

that the funding is nade available by the State Board of

Education from an appropriation nade for this purpose. A

public school with such an existing induction and nentoring

program nay receive funding for the 2005-2006 school vyear for

each new teacher in the second year of a 2-year proqgramthat

does not neet the requirenents set forth in Section 21A-20,

as long as the public school has established the required new

program by the begi nning of that school year as described in

Section 21A-15 and provided that funding i s nade avail abl e by

the State Board of Education from an appropriation nade for

this purpose as described in Section 21A-25.

(105 ILCS 5/21A-15 new)

Sec. 21A-15. Wwen program is to be established and

i mpl enented. Notwi thstanding any other provisions of this

Code, by the beginning of the 2004- 2005 school vyear (or by

t he begi nning of the 2005-2006 school vyear for a public

school that has been given an extension of time to develop a

program under Section 21A-10 of this Code), each public

school or 2 or nore public schools acting jointly shal

establish and i nplenent, in conjunction wth its exclusive

representative or their exclusive representatives, if any,

the new teacher induction and nentoring program required to

be devel oped under Section 21A-10 of this Code, provided that

funding is nmade available by the State Board of Educati on,
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froman appropriation nmade for this purpose, as described in

Section 21A-25 of this Code. A public school may contract

with an institution of higher education or other independent

party to assist in inplenmenting the program

(105 | LCS 5/ 21A-20 new)

Sec. 21A- 20. Program requirenents. Each new teacher

i nducti on and nentoring program nust be based on a plan that

at |l east does all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Assigns a nmentor teacher to each new teacher

for a period of at | east 2 school years.

(2) Aligns with the Illinois Professional Teaching

St andards, content area standards, and applicable | ocal

school i nprovenment and professional devel opnent plans, if

any.

(3) Addresses all of the followi ng el enents and how

they will be provided:

(A) Mentoring and support of the new teacher.

(B) Professional devel opnent specifically

designed to ensure the growh of the new teacher's

know edge and skills.

(C© Fornmtive assessnent designed to ensure

feedback and reflection, which nust not be used in

any evaluation of the new teacher.

(4) Describes the role of nentor teachers, the

criteria and process for their selection, and how t hey

will be trained, provided that each nentor teacher shal

denpnstrate the best practices in teaching his or her

respective field of practice. A nentor teacher nay not

directly or indirectly participate in the evaluation of a

new teacher pursuant to Article 24A of this Code or the

eval uati on procedure of the public school.

(105 1LCS 5/ 21A-25 new)
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Sec. 21A- 25. Fundi ng. From a separate appropriation

made for the purposes of this Article, for each new teacher

participating in a new teacher induction and nmentoring

programthat neets the requirenents set forth in Section

21A-20 of this Code or in an existing programthat is in the

process of transition to a program that nmeet s t hose

requirenents, the State Board of Education shall pay the

public school $1,200 annually for each of 2 school years for

t he purpose of providing one or nore of the foll ow ng:

(1) Mentor teacher conpensati on.

(2) Mentor teacher training or new teacher training

(3) Release tine.

However, if a new teacher, after participating in the new

t eacher induction and nentoring programfor one school vear,

becones enpl oyed by another public school, the State Board of

Educati on shall pay the teacher's new school $1,200 for the

second school year and the teacher shall continue to be a

new teacher as defined in this Article. Each public school

shal | det er ni ne, in conj uncti on with its excl usi ve

representative, if any, how the $1,200 per school vyear for

each new teacher shall be used, provided that if a nentor

teacher receives additional release tine to support a new

teacher, the total workload of other teachers reqularly

enployed by the public school shall not increase in any

substantial manner. |If the appropriation is insufficient to

cover the $1, 200 per school year for each new teacher, public

schools are not required to develop or inplenment the program

established by this Article. In the event of an insufficient

appropriation, a public school or 2 or nore schools acting

jointly may submt an application for a grant adm ni stered by

the State Board of Education and awarded on a conpetitive

basis to establish a new teacher induction and nmentoring

programthat neets the criteria set forth in Section 21A-20
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of this Code. The State Board of Education nay retain up to

$1, 000, 000 of the appropriation for new teacher induction and

mentoring prograns to train nentor teachers, adm ni strators,

and other personnel, to provide best practices infornation,

and to conduct an eval uation of these prograns' i mpact and

ef fecti veness.

(105 | LCS 5/21A 30 new)

Sec. 21A-30. Eval uati on of prograns. The State Board of

Education and the State Teacher Certification Board shal

jointly contract with an independent party to conduct a

conpr ehensi ve eval uati on of new teacher induction and

mentori ng prograns established pursuant to this Article. The

first report of this evaluation shall be presented to the

CGeneral Assenmbly on or before January 1, 2009. Subsequent

eval uations shall be conducted and reports presented to the

CGeneral Assenbly on or before January 1 of every third year

t hereafter.

(105 I LCS 5/ 21A-35 new)
Sec. 21A-35. Rules. The State Board of Education, in

consultation with the State Teacher Certification Board,

shall adopt rules for the inplenmentation of this Article.
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