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AN ACT concerning health care.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Departnent of Public Health Powers and
Duties Law of the Gvil Adnmnistrative Code of Illinois is

anended by addi ng Section 2310-543 as foll ows:

(20 1LCS 2310/ 2310- 543 new)

Sec. 2310- 543. | nformati on regar di ng heal th care

services. Wth funds nade available for this purpose, the

Depart ment may, in conjunction with other prograns or

activities related to accessing nedical care, develop and

provide to the public and health care patients infornmation

regarding the categories or types of health <care services

avai l abl e and their appropriate use, paying particular

attention to seeking care in hospital energency departnents.

Section 10. The Emergency Medical Treatnment Act is

anended by changi ng Section 2 as foll ows:

(210 ILCS 70/ 2 new)

Sec. 2. Fi ndi ngs; prohibited terns.

(a) The Illinois General Assenmbly nmkes all of the

foll owi ng findings:

(1) Hospital energency services are not always the

nost appropriate level of <care for patients seeking

unschedul ed nedical care or for patients who do not have

a reqgular physician who can treat a significant or acute

medi cal condition not considered critical, debilitating,

or life-threatening.

(2) Hospital energency roons are over-utilized and

too often over-burdened with many injuries or illnesses
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that could be nmnaged in a less intensive clinical

setting or physician's office.

(3) Over-utilization of hospi t al ener gency

departnents contributes to excess nedical and health

i nsurance costs.

(4) The wuse of the term"urgent" or "energi-" or a

simlar termin a facility's posted or advertised nane

may confuse the public and prospective patients regardi ng

the type of services offered relative to those provided

by a hospital energency departnent. There is significant

risk to the public health and safety if persons requiring

treatnent for a critical or life-threatening condition

i nappropriately use such facilities.

(5) WNMany tines patients are not clearly aware of

the policies and procedures of their insurer or health

plan that nust be followed in the use of energency roons

versus non-energent clinics and what rights they have

under the law in regard to appropriately sought energency

(6) There is a need to nore effectively educate

health <care payers and consuners about t he nost

appropriate use of the various available Ilevels of

medi cal care and particularly the wuse of hospital

energency roons and wal k-in nedical clinics that do not

requi re appoi nt nents.

(b) After the effective date of this anendatory Act of

the 93rd General Assenbly, no person, facility, or entity

shal | hold itself out to the public as an "urgent", "urgi-",

"enerqgi-", or "energent" care center or use any other term

t hat would qgive the inpression that enmergency nedical

treatnent is provided by the person or entity or at the

facility wunless the facility is the energency roomof a

facility licensed as a hospital under the Hospital Licensing

Act or a facility licensed as a freestandi ngq energency center
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under the Energency Medical Services (EMB) Systens Act.

(c) Violation of this Section constitutes a business

offense with a mninumfine of $5,000 plus $1, 000 per day for

a continuing violation, with a nmaxi nrum of $25, 000.

(d) The Director of Public Health in the nane of the

people of the State, through the Attorney General, may bring

an action for an injunction or to restrain a violation of

this Section or the rules adopted pursuant to this Section or

to enjoin the future operation or nmi ntenance of any facility

in violation of this Section or the rul es adopted pursuant to

this Section.

(e) The Departnment of Public Health shall adopt rul es

necessary for the inplenentation of this Section.

Section 15. The Managed Care Reformand Patient Rights

Act is anmended by adding Section 43 as foll ows:

(215 |1 LCS 134/ 43 new)

Sec. 43. Utilization of health care facilities.

(a) A health care plan nust provide its enrollees with

clear infornation about their rights and responsibilities in

obtaining referrals to and naking appropriate use of health

care facilities when access to their prinary care physician

is not readily avail abl e.

(b) Nothing in this Section is intended to affect the

rights of enrollees or relieve a health care plan of its

responsibilities wth respect to the provision of and

coverage of enmergency services or treatnent of an energency

medical condition, as those terns are defined by this Act,

and as those responsibilities and rights are otherw se

provi ded under this Act, especially Section 65 of this Act.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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