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AN ACT concerni ng educati on.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anmended by changing

Section 1D-1 and adding Section 2-3.5l1la as foll ows:

(105 ILCS 5/1D-1)
Sec. 1D-1. Block grant funding.

(a) For fiscal year 1996 and each fiscal year
thereafter, the State Board of Education shall award to a
school district having a population exceeding 500,000

i nhabitants a general education bl ock gr ant and an

educational services block grant, determ ned as provided in

this Section, in lieu of distributing to the district
separate State funding for the prograns descri bed in
subsections (b) and (c). The provisions of this Section,

however, do not apply to any federal funds that the district
is entitled to receive. |In accordance with Section 2-3. 32,
all block grants are subject to an audit. Therefore, block
grant recei pts and bl ock grant expenditures shall be recorded
to the appropriate fund code for the designated bl ock grant.
(b) The general education block grant shall include the
follow ng prograns: REl Initiative, Summer Bridges, Preschool
At Ri sk, K-6 Conprehensive Arts, School |nprovenent Support,
Ur ban Educati on, Scientific Literacy, Substance Abuse
Prevention, Second Language Planning, Staff Devel opnent,
Qutcones and Assessnent, K-6 Reading |nprovenent, 7-12

Continued Reading |nprovenent, Truants' QOptional Education,

Hi spani c Prograns, Agriculture Education, Gfted Education
Parental Education, Prevention Initiative, Report Cards, and
Crimnal Background Investigations. Not wi t hst andi ng any

other provision of |aw all anmpbunts paid under the general
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education block grant from State appropriations to a school
district in a city having a population exceeding 500,000
i nhabitants shall be appropriated and expended by the board
of that district for any of the prograns included in the
bl ock grant or any of the board' s | awful purposes.

(c) The educational services block grant shall include
the following programs: Bilingual, Regular and Vocati onal
Transportation, State Lunch and Free Breakfast Program

Speci al Education (Personnel, Extraordinary, Transportation,

Or phanage, Private Tuition), Sumrer School, Educati onal
Service Centers, and Adm nistrator's Acadeny. Thi s
subsection (c) does not relieve the district of its

obligation to provide the services required under a program
that is included within the educational services block grant.
It is the intention of the General Assenbly in enacting the
provisions of this subsection (c) to relieve the district of
the admnistrative burdens that i npede ef ficiency and
acconpany si ngl e- program fundi ng. The General Assenbly
encourages the board to pursue nandate waivers pursuant to
Section 2-3.25g.

(d) For fiscal year 1996 and each fiscal year
thereafter, the anmount of the district's block grants shal
be determined as follows: (i) with respect to each program
that is included within each block grant, the district shal
recei ve an anount equal to the same percentage of the current
fiscal year appropriation made for that program as the
percentage of the appropriation received by the district from
the 1995 fiscal year appropriation made for that program and
(1i) the total anmpbunt that is due the district under the
bl ock grant shall be the aggregate of the anounts that the
district is entitled to receive for the fiscal year wth
respect to each program that is included within the bl ock
grant that the State Board of Education shall award the

district wunder this Section for that fiscal year. 1In the
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case of the Summer Bridges program the anount of the
district's block grant shall be equal to 44% of the anmount of
the current fiscal year appropriation nmade for that program

(e) The district is not required to file any application
or other claimin order to receive the block grants to which
it is entitled under this Section. The State Board of
Education shall make paynents to the district of anounts due
under the district's block grants on a schedul e determ ned by
the State Board of Educati on.

(f) A school district to which this Section applies
shall report to the State Board of Education on its use of
the bl ock grants in such formand detail as the State Board
of Education may specify.

(g) This paragraph provides for the treatnent of bl ock
grants under Article 1C for purposes of calculating the
anmount of block grants for a district under this Section.
Those bl ock grants under Article 1C are, for this purpose,
treated as included in the anmount of appropriation for the
various prograns set forth in paragraph (b) above. The
appropriation in each <current fiscal year for each bl ock
grant under Article 1C shall be treated for these purposes as
appropriations for the individual program included in that
bl ock grant. The proportion of each block grant so allocated
to each such programincluded in it shall be the proportion
which the appropriation for that program was of al
appropriations for such purposes now in that block grant, in
fiscal 1995.

Paynents to the school district under this Section wth
respect to each program for which paynments to schoo
districts generally, as of the date of this anendatory Act of
the 92nd CGeneral Assenbly, are on a rei nbursenent basis shal
continue to be made to the district on a rei nbursenent basis,
pursuant to the provisions of this Code governing those

progr ans.
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(h) Notw thstanding any other provision of |aw, any
school district receiving a block grant under this Section
may classify all or a portion of the funds that it receives
in a particular fiscal year fromany block grant authorized
under this Code or fromgeneral State aid pursuant to Section
18-8.05 of this Code (other than supplenental general State
aid) as funds received in connection with any funding program
for which it is entitled to receive funds fromthe State in
that fiscal year (including, without Iimtation, any funding
programreferred to in subsection (c) of this Section),
regardless of the source or timng of the receipt. The
district may not classify nore funds as funds received in
connection wth the funding program than the district is
entitled to receive in that fiscal year for that program
Any classification by a district nust be made by a resol ution
of its board of education. The resolution nust identify the
anount of any block grant or general State aid to be
classified wunder this subsection (h) and nust specify the
funding programto which the funds are to be treated as
recei ved in connection therewth. This resolution is
controlling as to the «classification of funds referenced
t herei n. A certified copy of the resolution nust be sent to
the State Superintendent of Education. The resolution shal
still take effect even though a copy of the resolution has
not been sent to the State Superintendent of Education in a
timely manner. No classification under this subsection (h)
by a district shall affect the total anmount or timng of
money the district is entitled to receive under this Code.
No classification under this subsection (h) by a district
shall in any way relieve the district fromor affect any
requi renents that otherwi se would apply with respect to the
block grant as provided in this Section, including any
accounting of funds by source, reporting expenditures by

original source and purpose, reporting requirenments, or
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requi renents of provision of services.
(Source: P.A 91-711, eff. 7-1-00; 92-568, eff. 6-26-02;
92-651, eff. 7-11-02.)

(105 I'LCS 5/ 2-3.51a new)

Sec. 2-3.51a. Conti nued Readi ng | nprovenent Bl ock G ant

Program To inprove the reading and study skills of children

from seventh through twelfth grade in school districts. The

State Board of FEducation is authorized to admnister a

Conti nued Reading |nprovenent Block G ant Program As used

in this Section, "school district" includes those schools

desi gnated as | aboratory school s.

(a) Funds for the Continued Reading | nprovenent Bl ock

G ant Program shall be distributed to school districts on the

foll owi ng basis: 70% of noneys shall be awarded on the prior

vear's best 3 nonths average daily attendance and 30% shal

be distributed on the nunber of econonmically disadvantaged

(EEC.I.A Chapter 1) pupils inthe district, provided that

the State Board nay distribute an anpunt not to exceed 2% of

t he noneys appropriated for the Conti nued Readi ng | nprovenent

Block Gant Program for the purpose of providing teacher

training and re-training in the teachi ng of readingq. Pr ogr am

funds shall be distributed to school districts in 2

sem -annual install nents, one paynent on or before Cctober 30

and one paynment prior to April 30 of each vear. The State

Board shall adopt any rules necessary for the inplenentation

of this program

(b) Continued Reading |nprovenent Block Grant Program

funds shall be used by school districts in the follow ng

manner to support students in grades 7 through 12 who are

reading significantly bel ow grade | evel

(1) to continue direct reading instruction for

grades 7 through 12, focusing on the application of

reading skills for understanding informational text;
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(2) to focus on and to commit tinme and resources to

the reading of rich literature;

(3) to conduct intense vocabulary, spelling, and

rel at ed witing pr ogr ans t hat pr onot e better

under st andi ng of | anquage and words;

(4 to provide professional devel opnent based on

scientifically based research and best practices and

delivered by providers approved by the State Board of

Educati on; and

(5) to increase the avai lability of r eadi ng

specialists and teacher aides trained in research-based

readi ng i ntervention or inprovenent practices or both.

(c) Continued Reading | nprovenent Block Gant Program

funds shall be nmade available to each eligible school

district submtting an approved applicati on devel oped by the

State Board, beginning with the 2003-2004 school \vyear.

Applications shall include a proposed assessnent nethod or

met hods for neasuring student reading skills. Such nmethods

may i nclude the reading portion of State tests. At the end

of each school vyear the district shall report assessnent

results to the State Board. Districts not denpbnstrating

perfornance progress using an approved assessment nethod

shall not be eliqgible for funding in the third or subsequent

vears until such progress is established.

(d) The St at e Superi nt endent of Educati on, in

cooperation with the school districts participating in the

pr ogr am shal | annually report to the |eadership of the

Ceneral Assenbly on the results of the Continued Reading

| nprovenent Block Gant Program and the progress bei ng nade

on inproving the reading skills of students in qgrades 7

t hrough 12.

(e) Gants under the Conti nued Readi ng | nprovenent Bl ock

G ant Program shall be awarded provided there is an

appropriation for the program and funding levels for each
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district shall be prorated according to the anpunt of the

appropriation. Funding for the program established under

Section 2-3.51 of this Code shall not be reduced in order to

fund the Conti nued Readi ng | nprovenent Bl ock Grant Program

Secti on 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

July 1, 200S.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


