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AN ACT in relation to public health.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Vital Records Act is anended by changi ng

Section 18 as foll ows:

(410 ILCS 535/18) (fromCh. 111 1/2, par. 73-18)

Sec. 18. (1) Each death which occurs in this State shal
be registered by filing a death certificate wth the |ocal
registrar of the district in which the death occurred or the
body was found, within 7 days after such death (wthin 5 days
if the death occurs prior to January 1, 1989) and prior to
cremation or renoval of the body fromthe State, except when
death is subject to investigation by the coroner or nedical
exam ner.

(a) For the purposes of this Section, if the place of
death is unknown, a death certificate shall be filed in the
registration district in which a dead body is found, which
shal | be considered the place of death

(b) When a death occurs on a noving conveyance, the
pl ace where the body is first renoved fromthe conveyance
shall be considered the place of death and a deat h
certificate shall be filed in the registration district in
whi ch such place is |ocated.

(c) The funeral director who first assunes custody of a
dead body shall be responsible for filing a conpleted death
certificate. He shall obtain the personal data fromthe next
of kin or the best qualified person or source available; he
shall enter on the certificate the nanme, relationship, and
address of his informant; he shall enter the date, place, and
met hod of final disposition; he shall affix his own signature

and enter his address; and shall present the certificate to
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t he per son responsi bl e for conpl eti ng t he medi cal
certification of cause of death

(2) The nedical certification shall be conpleted and
signed within 48 hours after death by the physician in charge
of the patient's care for the illness or condition which
resulted in death, except when death is subject to the
coroner's or nedical examner's investigation. In t he
absence of the physician or with his approval, the nedi cal
certificate may be conpleted and signed by his associate
physician, the chief nmnedical officer of the institution in
whi ch death occurred or by the physician who perforned an
aut opsy upon the decedent.

(3) When a death occurs w thout nedical attendance, or
when it is otherwi se subject to the coroner's or nedical
exam ner's investigation, the coroner or nedical exam ner
shal |l be responsible for the conpletion of a coroner's or
medi cal examner's certificate of death and shall sign the
medi cal certification within 48 hours after death, except as
provi ded by regul ation in special problemcases.

(3.5) The nedical certification of cause of death shal

expressly provide an opportunity for the person conpleting

the certification to indicate that the death was caused in

whole or in part by a dementia-rel ated disease, Par ki nson' s

Di sease, or Parkinson-Denenti a Conpl ex.

(4) Wien the deceased was a veteran of any war of the
United States, the funeral director shal | prepare a
"Certificate of Burial of U S. War Veteran", as prescribed
and furnished by the Illinois Departnent of Veterans Affairs,
and submt such certificate to the |I1llinois Departnment of
Veterans Affairs nonthly.

(5 Wien a death 1is presuned to have occurred in this
State but the body cannot be |ocated, a death certificate may
be prepared by the State Regi strar upon receipt of an order

of a court of conpetent jurisdiction which includes the
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finding of facts required to conplete the death certificate.
Such death ~certificate shall be nmarked "Presunptive" and
shall show on its face the date of the registration and shal
identify the court and the date of the judgnent.

(Source: P.A 85-1209.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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