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AN ACT concerni ng hi gher educati on.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Hi gher Education Student Assistance Act

i s anended by changi ng Sections 50, 52, and 65.15 as foll ows:

(110 | LCS 947/ 50)

Sec. 50. Mnority Teachers of Illinois schol arship
program

(a) As used in this Section:

"Eligible applicant™ neans a mnority student who
has graduated from hi gh school or has received a Cenera
Educati onal Devel opnent Certification and has naintai ned
a cunul ati ve grade point average of no less than 2.5 on a
4.0 scale, and who by reason thereof is entitled to apply
for schol arships to be awarded under this Section

"Mnority student” neans a student who is either (i)
Bl ack (a person having origins in any of the black raci al
groups in Africa); (ii) H spanic (a person of Spanish or
Portuguese culture wth origins in Mxico, South or
Central America, or the Caribbean islands, regardl ess of
race); (iii) Asian Anerican (a person with origins in any
of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia,
the Indian subcontinent, including Pakistan, and the
Pacific | sl ands, i ncl udi ng, anong others, Hawaii,
Mel anesia, Mcronesia and Polynesia); or (iv) Native
American (a person who is a nenber of a federally or
state recognized Indian tribe, or whose parents or
grandparents have such nenbership) and to include the
nati ve people of Al aska.

"Qualified student" neans a person (i) who is a

resident of this State and a <citizen or pernmanent
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resident of the United States; (ii) who is a mnority
student, as defined in this Section; (iii) who, as an
eligible applicant, has nmade a tinely application for a
mnority teaching scholarship wunder this Section; (iv)
who is enrolled on at Jleast a half-tinme basis at a
qualified 1llinois institution of higher |earning; (v)
who is enrolled in a course of study |leading to teacher
certification, i ncl udi ng alternative t eacher
certification; (vi) who maintains a grade point average
of no less than 2.5 on a 4.0 scale; and (vii) who
continues to advance satisfactorily toward the attai nnment
of a degree.

(b) In order to encourage academcally talented Illinois

mnority students to pursue teaching careers at the preschool

or elementary or secondary school |level, each qualified
student shall be awarded a mnority teacher scholarship to
any qualified Illinois institution of higher | ear ni ng.

However, preference may be given to qualified applicants
enrolled at or above the junior |evel.

(c) Each mnority teacher schol arship awarded under this
Section shall be in an anmount sufficient to pay the tuition
and fees and room and board costs of the qualified Illinois
institution of higher learning at which the recipient is
enrolled, wup to an annual maxi num of $5,000; except that in
the case of a recipient who does not reside on-canpus at the
institution at which he or she is enrolled, the anount of the
scholarship shall be sufficient to pay tuition and fee
expenses and a comuter allowance, up to an annual maxi num of
$5, 000.

(d) The total anmpbunt of mmnority teacher scholarship
assi stance awarded by the Conm ssion under this Section to an
individual 1n any given fiscal year, when added to other
financi al assistance awarded to that individual for that

year, shall not exceed the cost of attendance at the
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institution at which the student is enrolled. |If the anount
of mnority teacher scholarship to be awarded to a qualified
student as provided in subsection (c) of this Section exceeds
the cost of attendance at the institution at which the
student is enrolled, the mnority teacher scholarship shal
be reduced by an anount equal to the anobunt by which the
conbined financial assistance available to the st udent
exceeds the cost of attendance.

(e) The nmaximum nunber of academc terns for which a
qualified student can receive mnority teacher scholarship
assi stance shall be 8 senesters or 12 quarters.

(f) In any academ c year for which an eligible applicant
under this Section accepts financial assistance through the
Paul Dougl as Teacher Schol arship Program as authorized by
Section 551 et seq. of the H gher Education Act of 1965, the
applicant shall not be eligible for scholarship assistance
awar ded under this Section.

(g) Al applications for mnority teacher schol arships
to be awarded wunder this Section shall be nmade to the
Comm ssion on fornms which the Comm ssion shall provide for
eligible applicants. The form of applications and the
information required to be set forth therein shall be
determned by the Commssion, and the Conm ssion shal
require eligible applicants to submt with their applications
such supporting docunents or reconmendat i ons as t he
Comm ssi on deens necessary.

(h) Subj ect to a separate appropriation for such
pur poses, paynment of any mnority teacher schol arship awarded
under this Section shall be determned by the Conmm ssion.
All  scholarship funds distributed in accordance with this
subsection shall be paid to the institution and used only for
paynment of the tuition and fee and room and board expenses
incurred by the student in connection with his or her

attendance as an undergraduate student at a qualified


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


SB339 Engr ossed -4- LRB093 02464 NHT 06788 b

© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

W W W W W NN N NDNNDNDRNDNNR P P R B R R B R R
N W N P O © 0 N O 00 & W N B O © 0 N 0o o0 M W N B O

I11inois institution of higher |earning. Any mnority
teacher scholarship awarded under this Section shall be
applicable to 2 senesters or 3 quarters of enrollnent. |If a

qualified student wthdraws from enroll nent prior to
conpletion of the first senester or quarter for which the
mnority teacher scholarship is applicable, the school shal
refund to the Commssion the full anount of the mnority
t eacher schol arshi p.

(i) The Comm ssion shall adm nister the mnority teacher
schol arship aid program established by this Section and shal
make all necessary and proper rules not inconsistent wth
this Section for its effective inplenentation.

(j) When an appropriation to the Conm ssion for a given
fiscal year is insufficient to provide scholarships to al
qualified st udent s, the Comm ssion shall allocate the
appropriation in accordance with this subsection. I f funds
are insufficient to provide all qualified students with a
schol arship as authorized by this Section, the Conm ssion
shall allocate the available scholarship funds for that
fiscal year on the basis of the date the Conm ssion receives
a conplete application form

(k) Notw thstanding the provisions of subsection (j) or
any other provision of this Section, at Ileast 30% of the
f unds appropriated for scholarships awarded wunder this
Section in each fiscal year shall be reserved for qualified
male mnority applicants. |[If the Comm ssion does not receive
enough applications from qualified male mnorities on or
before January 1 of each fiscal year to award 30% of the
funds appropriated for these scholarships to qualified male
mnority applicants, then the Comm ssion may award a portion
of t he reserved f unds to qualified female mnority
appl i cants.

(I') Prior to receiving scholarship assistance for any

academ c year, each recipient of a mnority teacher
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schol arshi p awarded under this Section shall be required by
the Comm ssion to sign an agreenent under which the recipient
pl edges that, wthin the one-year period followng the
termnation of the program for which the recipient was
awarded a mnority teacher scholarship, the recipient (i)
shall begin teaching for a period of not |ess than one year

for each year of schol arship assistance he or she was awarded

under this Section; and (ii) shall fulfill this teaching
obligation at a nonprofit Illinois public, private, or
parochial preschool, elenentary school, or secondary schoo

at which no less than 30% of the enrolled students are
mnority students in the year during which the recipient
begi ns teaching at the school; and (iii) shall, upon request
by the Conm ssion, provide the Conm ssion with evidence that
he or she is fulfilling or has fulfilled the ternms of the
t eachi ng agreenment provided for in this subsection.

(m If a recipient of a mnority teacher scholarship
awar ded under this Section fails to fulfill the teaching
obligation set forth in subsection (I) of this Section, the
Comm ssion shall require the recipient to repay the anount of
t he schol arshi ps received, prorated according to the fraction
of the teaching obligation not <conpleted, at a rate of
i nt er est equal to 5% and, if applicable, reasonable
collection fees. The Comm ssion is authorized to establish
rules relating to its collection activities for repaynent of
schol arshi ps under this Section. All  repaynents collected
under this Section shall be forwarded to the State
Comptroller for deposit into the State's GCeneral Revenue

Fund, except that that portion of a recipient's repayment

that equals the anpunt in expenses that the Commi ssion has

reasonabl y incurred in attenpting collection from that

reci pient shall be forwarded to the State Conptroller for

deposit into the Comm ssion's Accounts Recei vabl e Fund.

(n) A recipient of mnority teacher schol arship shal
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not be considered in violation of the agreenent entered into
pursuant to subsection (l) if the recipient (i) enrolls on a
full time basis as a graduate student in a course of study
related to the field of teaching at a qualified Illinois
institution of higher learning; (ii) 1is serving, not in
excess of 3 years, as a nenber of the armed services of the
United States; (iii) is tenporarily totally disabled for a
period of tine not to exceed 3 years as established by sworn
affidavit of a qualified physician; (iv) 1is seeking and
unable to find full time enploynent as a teacher at an
II'linois public, private, or par ochi al pr eschool or
el ementary or secondary school that satisfies the criteria
set forth in subsection (I) of this Section and is able to
provide evidence of that fact; or, (v) becones permanently
totally disabled as established by sworn affidavit of a
qual i fied physi ci an.

(o) Schol arship recipients under this Section who
withdraw froma program of teacher education but remain
enrolled in school to continue their postsecondary studies in
anot her academ c discipline shall not be required to commence
repaynment of their Mnority Teachers of Illinois scholarship
so long as they remain enrolled in school on a full-tinme
basis or if they can docunent for the Conm ssion speci al
ci rcunst ances that warrant extension of repaynent.

(Source: P.A 91-670, eff. 12-22-99; 92-845, eff. 1-1-03.)

(110 | LCS 947/52)

Sec. 52. | TEACH Teacher Shortage Schol arship Program

(a) In order to encourage academcally talented Illinois
students, especially mnority students, to pursue teaching
careers in teacher shortage disciplines, the Conm ssion
shall, each year, receive and consider applications for
schol arshi p assi stance under this Section. An applicant is

eligible for a scholarship under this Section when the
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Comm ssion finds that the applicant is:

(1) a United States citizen or eligible noncitizen;

(2) a resident of Illinois;

(3) a high school graduate or a person who has
recei ved a CGeneral Educational Devel opnent Certificate;

(4) enrolled or accepted for enrollnent, on at
|l east a half-time basis, at an Illinois institution of
hi gher | earning; and

(5) pursuing a post secondary course of study
leading to initial certification in a teacher shortage

di scipline or pursuing additional course work needed to

gain State Board of Education approval to t each

i ncl udi ng alternative teacher certification, in an

approved specialized area in which a teacher shortage

exi sts.

(b) Recipients shall be selected from anong applicants
qualified pursuant to subsection (a) based on a conbination
of the following criteria as set forth by the Conmm ssion: (1)
academ c excellence; (2) status as a mnority student as
defined in Section 50; and (3) financial need. Preference
may be given to previous recipients of assistance under this
Section, provided they continue to nmaintain eligibility and
mai ntain satisfactory academ c progress as determ ned by the
institution of higher Ilearning at which t hey enroll.
Preference may al so be given to qualified applicants enrolled
at or above the junior |evel.

(c) Each schol arship awarded under this Section shall be
in an anmount sufficient to pay the tuition and fees and room
and board costs of the Illinois institution of higher
| earning at which the recipient is enrolled, up to an annual
maxi mum of $5, 000; except that in the case of a recipient who
does not reside on-canpus at the institution of higher
| earning at which he or she is enrolled, the anmount of the

scholarship shall be sufficient to pay tuition and fee
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expenses and a commuter allowance, up to an annual maxi num of
$5, 000.

(d) The total anobunt of scholarship assistance awarded
by the Comm ssion under this Section to an individual in any
given fiscal year, when added to other financial assistance
awarded to that individual for that year, shall not exceed
the cost of attendance at the institution of higher |earning
at which the student is enroll ed.

(e) A recipient may receive up to 8 senesters or 12
quarters of schol arship assistance under this Section.

(f) Al applications for scholarship assistance to be
awar ded under this Section shall be nade to the Commi ssion in
a form as set forth by the Conmm ssion. The form of
application and the information required to be set forth
therein shall be determned by the Commssion, and the
Comm ssion shall require eligible applicants to submt wth
their applications such supporting docunent s as t he
Comm ssi on deens necessary.

(g) Subject to a separate appropriation made for such
pur poses, paynent of any scholarship awarded wunder this
Section shal | be determined by the Conm ssion. Al
schol arship funds distributed in accordance with this Section
shall be paid to the institution on behalf of the recipients.
Schol arship funds are applicable toward 2 senesters or 3
quarters of enrollment within an academ c year.

(h) The Comm ssion shall adm nister the | TEACH Teacher
Short age Schol arshi p Program established by this Section and
shall make all necessary and proper rules not inconsistent
with this Section for its effective inplenentation.

(1) Prior to receiving scholarship assistance for any
academ c year, each recipient of a schol arshi p awarded under
this Section shall be required by the Commssion to sign an
agreenent under which the recipient pledges that, within the

one-year period followwng the termnation of the academc
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program for which the recipient was awarded a schol arshi p,
the recipient: (i) shall begin teaching in a teacher shortage
discipline for a period of not | ess than one year for each

year of scholarship assistance awarded under this Section,

(1i) shall fulfill this teaching obligation at a nonprofit
I11inois publi c, private, or parochi al preschool or
el emrentary or secondary school, and (iii) shall, upon request

of the Comm ssion, provide the Comm ssion with evidence that
he or she is fulfilling or has fulfilled the terns of the
t eachi ng agreenment provided for in this subsection.

(j) If arecipient of a scholarship awarded under this
Section fails to fulfill the teaching obligation set forth in
subsection (i) of this Section, the Comm ssion shall require
the recipient to repay the amunt of the scholarships
recei ved, prorated according to the fraction of the teaching
obligation not conpleted, plus interest at a rate of 5% and
i f applicable, reasonable collection fees. The Comm ssion is
authorized to establish rules relating to its collection
activities for repaynent of schol arships under this Section.

Paynments recei ved by the Comm ssion under this subsection (j)

shall be remtted to the State Conptroller for deposit into

the General Revenue Fund, except that that portion of a

recipient's repaynment that equals the anbunt in expenses that

the Conmi ssion has reasonably i ncurred in attenpting

collection fromthat recipient shall be renitted to the State

Conptroller for deposit into the Commssion's Accounts

Recei vabl e Fund.

(k) A recipient of a scholarship awarded by t he
Comm ssion under this Section shall not be in violation of
the agreenent entered into pursuant to subsection (i) if the
recipient (i) enrolls on a full-time basis as a graduate
student in a course of study related to the field of teaching
at an institution of higher learning; (ii) is serving as a

menber of the arnmed services of the United States; (iii) is
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tenporarily totally disabled, as established by swor n
affidavit of a qualified physician; or (iv) is seeking and
unable to find full-time enploynent as a teacher at a school
that satisfies the criteria set forth in subsection (i) and
is able to provide evidence of that fact. Any such extension
of the period during which the teaching requirenent mnust be
fulfilled shall be subject to limtations of duration as
establ i shed by the Comm ssi on.

(Source: P.A 91-670, eff. 12-22-99; 92-845, eff. 1-1-03.)

(110 ILCS 947/ 65. 15)

Sec. 65.15. Special education teacher schol arships.

(a) There shall be awarded annually 250 scholarships to
persons qualifying as nenbers of any etther of the follow ng
gr oups:

(1) Students who are otherwise qualified to receive
a scholarship as provided in subsections (b) and (c) of
this Section and who nake application to the Comm ssion
for such scholarship and agree to take courses that wll
prepare t he student for the teaching of children
described in Section 14-1 of the School Code.

(2) Persons holding a valid certificate issued
under the laws relating to the certification of teachers
and who neke application to the Comm ssion for such
schol arship and agree to take courses that wll prepare
them for the teaching of children described in Section
14-1 of the School Code.

(3) Persons who (A) have graduated high school; (B)

have not been certified as a teacher; and (O nake

application to the Conmmi ssion for such schol arship and

agree to take courses that wll prepare them for the

teaching of children described in Section 14-1 of the

School Code.

Schol arshi ps awarded under this Section shall be issued
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pur suant to reqgulations pronulgated by the Conm ssion;
provided that no rule or regulation promulgated by the State
Board of Education prior to the effective date of this
anmendatory Act of 1993 pursuant to the exercise of any right,
power, duty, responsibility or mtter of pending business
transferred from the State Board of Education to the
Comm ssion under this Section shall be affected thereby, and
all  such rules and regulations shall becone the rules and
regul ations of the Comm ssion until nodified or changed by
t he Conm ssion in accordance with | aw

For the purposes of this Section schol arships awarded
each school year shall be deened to be issued on July 1 of
the year prior to the start of the postsecondary school term
and all calculations for use of the scholarship shall be
based on such date. Each scholarship shall entitle its
hol der to exenption fromfees as provided in subsection (a)
of Section 65.40 while enrolled in a special education
program of teacher education, for a period of not nore than 4
cal endar years and shall be available for use at any tine
during such period of study except as provided in subsection
(b) of Section 65.40.

Schol arshi ps issued to holders of a wvalid certificate
issued under the laws relating to the certification of
teachers as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection may
also entitle the holder thereof to a program of teacher
education that will prepare the student for the teaching of
children described in Section 14-1 of the School Code at the
graduate | evel.

(b) Each year, the principal, or his or her designee,
of each recogni zed public, private and parochial high school
mai ntaining the twelfth grade shall certify to the Conm ssion
t he nanes and addresses of students who are conpleting an
application wth the intent to prepare to teach in any

recogni zed public, private, or parochial school of [Illinois
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and ranked scholastically in the wupper one-half of their
graduating cl ass eof;--fer--these--not--yet--graduat ed; - - whese
schol astte--rank-t+n-the-4-year- ht gh-school - course- of - st udy at
the end of the sixth senester is-thn--the--upper--one-haltf--of
thetr-¢lass.

(c) Each holder of a scholarship nust furnish proof to
the Comm ssion, in such formand at such intervals as the
Comm ssion prescribes, of the holder's continued enroll nent
in a teacher education program qualifying the holder for the
schol ar shi p. Any holder of a scholarship who fails to
regi ster in a special education program of teacher education
at the wuniversity wthin 10 days after the commencenent of
the term quarter or senester immediately followng the
recei pt of the scholarship or who, having registered,
w thdraws fromthe university or transfers out of teacher
education, shall thereupon forfeit the right to use it and it
may be granted to the person having the next highest rank as
shown on the list held by the Conm ssion. If the person
havi ng t he next hi ghest rank, wthin 10 days after
notification thereof by the Comm ssion, fails to register at
any such university in a special education program of teacher
education, or who, having registered, wthdraws fromthe
university or transfers out of teacher education, t he
scholarship nmay then be granted to the person shown on the
list as having the rank next bel ow such person.

(d) Any person who has accepted a schol arship under the
precedi ng subsections of this Section nust, within one year
after graduation from or termnation of enrollnent in a
teacher education program begin teaching at a nonprofit
II'linois public, private, or par ochi al pr eschool or
el ementary or secondary school for a period of at |east 2 of
the 5 years imediately followng that graduati on or
term nation, excluding, however, fromthe conputation of that

5 year period (i) any tinme up to 3 years spent in the
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mlitary service, whether such service occurs before or after
t he person graduates; (ii) any tinme that person is enrolled
full-time in an academc program related to the field of
teaching leading to a graduate or postgraduate degree; (iii)
the time that person is tenporarily totally disabled for a
period of time not to exceed 3 years, as established by the
sworn affidavit of a qualified physician; (iv) the tinme that
person is seeking and unable to find full time enploynment as
a teacher at an Illinois public, private, or parochial
school; or (v) the tine that person is taking additional
courses, on at |east a half-time basis, needed to obtain
certification as a teacher in Illinois.

A person who has accepted a scholarship wunder the
precedi ng subsections of this Section and who has been unabl e
to fulfill the teaching requirenents of this Section may
receive a defernment fromthe obligation of repaynent under
this subsection (d) wunder guidelines established by the
Comm ssion; provided that no guideline established for any
such purpose by the State Board of Education prior to the
effective date of this anendatory Act of 1993 shall be
affected by the transfer to t he Commi ssi on of t he
responsibility for adm ni stering and inplenenting the
provisions of this Section, and all guidelines so established
shal | becone the guidelines of the Commi ssion until nodified
or changed by the Comm ssion.

Any such person who fails to fulfill +this teaching
requi renent shall pay to the Conm ssion the anmount of tuition
wai ved by virtue of his or her acceptance of the schol arship,
together wwth interest at 5% per year on that anount.
However, this obligation to repay the anount of tuition
wai ved plus interest does not apply when the failure to
fulfill the teaching requirenent results fromthe death or
adj udi cation as a person under |egal disability of the person

hol di ng the schol arship, and no claimfor repaynent may be
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filed against the estate of such a decedent or person under
| egal disability. Paynments received by the Comm ssion under
this subsection (d) shall be remtted to the State

Conptrol l er Treasurer for deposit in the General Revenue

Fund, except that that portion of a scholarship recipient's

repaynent that equals the anmpunt in expenses that the

Conmmi ssi on has reasonably incurred in attenpting collection

from t hat reci pi ent shal | be remtted to the State

Comptroller for deposit into the Conmission's Account s

Recei vabl e Fund. Each person receiving a scholarship shall be

provided with a description of the provisions of this
subsection (d) at the tine he or she qualifies for the
benefits of such a schol arshi p.

(e) This Section is basically the sane as Sections 30-1,
30-2, 30-3, and 30-4a of the School Code, which are repealed
by this anmendatory Act of 1993, and shall be construed as a
continuation of the teacher scholarship program established
by that prior law, and not as a new or different teacher
schol arship program The State Board of Education shal
transfer to the Conm ssion, as the successor to the State
Board of Education for all purposes of admnistering and
inplenenting the provisions of this Section, all books,
accounts, records, papers, documents, contracts, agreements,
and pending business in any way relating to the teacher
schol arshi p program conti nued under this Section; and al
scholarships at any tinme awarded under that program by, and
all applications for any such schol arships at any tinme nade
to, the State Board of Education shall be unaffected by the
transfer to the Commission of all responsibility for the
adm nistration and inplenentation of the teacher schol arship
program conti nued under this Section. The State Board of
Educati on shal | furnish to the Comm ssion such other
information as the Comm ssion may request to assist it in

adm nistering this Section.
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1 (Source: P.A 91-496, eff. 8-13-99; 92-845, eff. 1-1-03.)

2 Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

3 July 1, 200S.
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