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AVENDVENT TO SENATE BI LL 254
AMENDMENT NO. . Anend Senate Bill 254 by replacing

everything after the enacting clause with the foll ow ng:

"Section 5. The Illinois Physical Therapy Act is anmended

by changing Sections 8 and 8.1 as foll ows:

(225 ILCS 90/8) (from Ch. 111, par. 4258)

(Section scheduled to be repeal ed on January 1, 2006)

Sec. 8. Qualifications for |licensure as a Physical
Ther api st .
(a) A person is qualified to receive a license as a

physi cal therapist if that person has applied in witing, on
forms prescribed by the Departnment, has paid the required
fees, and neets all of the follow ng requirenents:

(1) He or she is at least 18 years of age and of
good noral character. In determ ning noral character, the
Department nmay take into consideration any f el ony
conviction of the applicant, but such a conviction shal
not operate automatically as a conplete bar to a |icense.

(2) A _ person applying for licensure after the

effective date of this anendatory Act of the 93rd General

Assenbly nust have a post-baccal aureate deqree from a

college or university physical therapy education program
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approved by the Commi ssion on Accreditation in Physical

Therapy Educati on. A person who graduated from a

physi cal therapy programoutside the United States or its

territories must submt evicence that his or her

educati onal background is substantially equivalent to a

post - baccal aur eat e deqr ee from a Conmi ssi on on

Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education approved

physi cal therapy educational program and conferred by a

regionally accredited college or university in the United

appreoving---a---eurrteulum - - n---physieal --therapy;--the
Pepart rent - - shal | - - const der; - - but - - noet - - - be- - - bound- - - by;
accreditatt on--by--the--Connt sst on--on--Acereditation--in
Physt eal - - Ther apy- Edueat t on- - - A- per son- who- gr aduat ed- f r om
a- physt eal - t her apy- pr ogr am out st de-t he- Uni t ed- - St at es- - oF
tts-terrttortes-shall-have- hi s- or- her - degree-val i dat ed- as
equt val ent- -t o- - a- - physt cal - t her apy- degr ee- eonf err ed- by-a
Fegtonal l y- aceredited- col | ege- o -uni versity-i n-the-Uni ted
States: The Departnent may establish by rule a nethod
for the conpletion of course deficiencies.

(3) He or she has passed an exam nati on approved by
the Departnent to determne his fitness for practice as a
physi cal therapist, or is entitled to be |licensed w thout
exam nation as provided in Sections 10 and 11 of this
Act. A person who graduated from a physical therapy
program outside the United States or its territories and
whose first language is not English shal | subm t
certification of passage of the Test of English as a
Forei gn Language (TOEFL) and the Test of Spoken English
(TSE) as defined by rule prior to taking the licensure
exam nati on

(b) The Departnent reserves the right and may request a

personal interview of an applicant before the Commttee to
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further evaluate his or her qualifications for a license.

(Source: P.A 91-357, eff. 7-29-99.)

(225 ILCS 90/8.1) (fromCh. 111, par. 4258.1)

(Section scheduled to be repeal ed on January 1, 2006)

Sec. 8.1. Qualifications for |Ilicensure as a physical
t herapi st assistant. A person is qualified to receive a
license as a physical therapist assistant if that person has
applied in witing, on fornms prescribed by the Departnent,
has paid the required fees and:

(1) Is at least 18 years of age and of good noral
character. I n determ ni ng nor al char acter, t he
Depart ment may take into consideration any felony
conviction of the applicant, but such a conviction shal
not operate automatically as a conplete bar to a |icense;

(2) Has graduated from a 2 year college-I|evel
physi cal therapist therapy assistant program accredited

by the Comm ssion on Accreditation in Physical Therapy

Educati on. A person who graduated from a physical

therapy assistant program outside the United States or

its territories nust submt evidence that his or her

educati onal background is substantially equivalent to a

Commi ssi on on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education

program and conferred by a regionally accredited colleqge

or university in the United States. approved-by-the

Pepart rent - - - -} n- - appr ovi ng- - sueh- - a- - physt eal - - t her api st
asst st ant - progr am t he- Depar t rent - shal | - eonst der - - but - - not
be- - - bound- - - by---acereditatton---by--the--Connt sst on--on
Aceredt tatt on-t n- Physt eal - Ther apy- Edueat t on- - - Any- - person
whe- - gr aduat ed- - f r om a- physt eal - t her apy- asst st ant - pr ogr am
out st de-the-United-States-or-its-territortes--shall--have
hi s- - or- - her - degr ee- val i dat ed- as- equt val ent - t 0- a- physt eal
t her apy- - assi st ant - - degree--conferred--by--a---regitonally

aceredited--coll ege--or--untversity-tn-the-United- States:
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The Departnment may establish by rule a nethod for the
conpl etion of course deficiencies; and

(3) Has successfully conpleted the exam nation
aut hori zed by the Departnent. A person who graduated
from a physical therapy assistant program outside the
United States or its territories and whose first |anguage
is not English shall submt certification of passage of
the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) and the
Test of Spoken English (TSE) as defined by rule prior to

taking the |licensure exam nation.

(Source: P.A 89-387, eff. 1-1-96.)".
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