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AN ACT relating to education.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anended by adding Section
2-3.131 as foll ows:

(105 ILCS 5/2-3.131 new)
Sec. 2-3.131. Teacher Cadet Program

(a) The Teacher Cadet Programis hereby established and

shall be operated by the State Board of Education. The

Program is established for the purpose of introducing public

secondary school pupils to the teaching profession. The nmin

pur pose of the Programis to encourage high school pupils who

possess a high level of academc achievenent and t he

personality traits found in g9good teachers to consider a

career in teaching.

(b) The State Board of Education shall develop a grant

program that assists school districts chosen by the State

Board of Education on a conpetitive basis in offering vyear

| ong coursework designed to expose pupils to teaching careers

and the education system through the developnent of a

hands-on curriculumthat includes the foll owing el ements:

(1) d assroom discussions |led by the supervising

t eacher at the high school

(2) Hands-on activities designed to excite pupils

about teaching.

(3) Observation and participation in public school

cl assroons.

(4) Interaction with successful adm nistrators and

t eachers.

(5) Opportunities f or hi gh school pupils to

participate in classroons through tutoring, internships,
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and cl assroom observati on of teaching.

(c) A school district that participates in the Teacher

Cadet Program shall receive, fromfunds appropriated for that

pur pose, a one-tine grant of up to $5,000 for the start-up of

the Programat its school site that will fund the devel opnent

of the «curriculum the purchase of materials, and the

devel opnent of tutoring, internship, and observation options

for the high school pupils enrolled in the Program

(d) Subject to the availability of funding, the State

Board of Education shall contract for an evaluation of the

Teacher Cadet Program and shall report on the evaluation to

the General Assenbly by January 1, 2007. This eval uati on

shal | include (i) interviews wth Program participants

regarding their views on the value of the Program and whet her

participation in the Program has been instrunmental in

encouraging the selection of teaching as a najor in college

or as a career and (ii) surveys of colleges and universities

to determ ne whether there has been an increase in the nunber

of pupils that indicate an interest in preparing for a career

in public education.

(e) The State Board of Education nay adopt any rul es

necessary to inplenment and adnminister this Section.

(f) This Section is repealed on January 1, 2011

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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