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AN ACT in relation to public aid.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Public Aid Code is anended by

addi ng Section 5-5.12b as foll ows:

(305 I LCS 5/5-5.12b new)

Sec. 5-5.12b. Pharnacies; prescription rates for Mdicare

benefici ari es.

(a) A pharmacy must conply with this Section as a

condition of the pharnacy's participation in the nedical

assi stance program under this Article.

(b) Wien a Medicare beneficiary or soneone on a Medicare

beneficiary's behalf presents a valid prescription for

medi cation for the Medicare beneficiary to a pharnmacy and

also presents the Medicare beneficiary's Medicare card, the

pharmacy nust charge for the prescribed nedication as

(1) The pharnacy may not charge a price for the

medi cati on that exceeds the rei nbursenent rate for the

medi cation that is otherwise paid to the pharnacy by the

Departnment of Public Aid under this Article.

(2) The pharnmacy may charge an additional anpunt,

as set by the Departnent of Public Aid by rule, as a

di spensing fee. This fee may not exceed the dispensing

fee charged to recipients of nedical assistance under

this Article for the sane nedi cati on.

The prescription nedication price linitations set forth

in this subsecti on do not apply to over-the-counter

medi cati ons or to conpounded prescriptions.

(c) The Departnent of Publi c Ai d shal | noni t or

phar naci es' conpliance with this Section and report its
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findings each year to the CGeneral Assenbly. The report nust

include, but need not be linmted to, information concerning

pharnaci es that discontinue participation in the nedical

assi stance program under this Article and the reasons qgiven

by those pharnacies for discontinuing their participation.

(d) This Section is repealed on January 1, 2006.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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