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AMENDMENT TO SENATE BI LL 124

AMENDMVENT NO. . Anend Senate Bill 124 by replacing

everything after the enacting clause with the foll ow ng:

"Section 5. The Illinois Optonetric Practice Act of 1987

i s anended by changing Section 15.1 as foll ows:

(225 | LCS 80/15. 1)

(Section schedul ed to be repeal ed on January 1, 2007)

Sec. 15.1. Diagnostic and therapeutic certification.

(a) Any i censed optonetri st may apply to the
Department, in the formthe Departnent may prescribe, for a
certificate to wuse diagnostic topical ocular pharmaceuti cal
agents and the Departnent shall certify the applicant if:

(1) the applicant has received appropriate training
and certification froma properly accredited institution
of higher learning for the certificate; and

(2) the applicant has denonstrated training and
conpet ence to use di agnostic t opi cal ocul ar
phar maceutical agents as required by the Board pursuant
to rule or regulation approved by the Board and adopted
by the Departnent.

A certificate to use topical ocular pharmaceutical agents

for diagnostic purposes previously issued by the Departnment
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that is current and valid on the effective date of this
amendatory Act of 1995 is valid until its expiration date and
entitles the holder of the certificate to use diagnostic
topi cal ocul ar pharmaceutical agents as provided in this Act.

(b) Any licensed optonetri st may apply to t he
Department, in the formthe Departnent may prescribe, for a
certificate to use therapeutic ocular pharnaceutical agents
and the Departnent shall certify the applicant if:

(1) the applicant has received a certificate to use
di agnostic topical ocular pharmaceutical agents under
subsection (a);

(2) the applicant has received appropriate training
and certification froma properly accredited institution
of higher learning for the certificate; and

(3) the applicant has denonstrated training and
conpetence to use therapeutic ocular phar maceuti cal
agents as required by the Board pursuant to rule or
regul ati on approved by the Board and adopted by the
Depart nent .

Except as provided in this paragraph, all applicants for

license renewal after January 1, 2006 nust apply for and
mai nt ai n certification to use t herapeutic ocul ar

phar maceuti cal agents. The Departnent nmay, upon reguest from

an applicant, renew a license without certification to use

therapeutic ocular pharmaceutical agents if the applicant

provides verification to the Departnment by affidavit that he

or she does not use therapeutic ocul ar pharnaceutical agents

in his or her practice.

(c) For purposes of the Act, "diagnostic topical ocular
phar maceuti cal agent s" means anest heti cs, mydriatics,
cycloplegics, and motics wused for diagnostic purposes as
defined by the Board pursuant to rule approved by the Board
and adopted by the Departnent.

(d) For the purposes of the Act, "therapeutic ocul ar
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pharmaceutical agents" neans the following when used for
diagnostic or therapeutic purposes: topical anti-infective
agents, topical anti-allergy agents, topical anti-glauconma
agents, topical anti-inflammtory agents, topical anesthetic
agents, over the counter agents, non-narcotic oral analgesic
agents, and nydriatic reversing agents.

(e) A licensed optonetrist who is therapeutically
certified may renove superficial foreign bodies from the
human eye and adnexa.

(e-5) A licensed optonetrist who is therapeutically
certified my give orders for patient care related to the use
of therapeutic ocular pharmaceutical agents to a nurse
licensed to practice under Illinois |aw

(f) An optonetrist's certificate to use diagnostic
topi cal ocul ar pharmaceutical agents shall be revoked or
suspended by the Departnent upon recommendati on of the Board
based on the msuse of any diagnostic topical ocul ar
phar maceuti cal agent.

(g) An optonmetrist's certificate to wuse therapeutic
ocul ar pharmaceutical agents shall be revoked or suspended by
the Departnment upon recommendation of the Board based on the
m suse of any therapeutic ocul ar pharnmaceutical agent.

(h) An optonmetrist's Ilicense shall be revoked or
suspended by the Departnent upon recommendati on of the Board
based upon either of the foll owm ng causes:

(1) grave or repeated m suse of any diagnostic or

t herapeutic ocul ar pharnaceuti cal agent; and

(2) the use of any agent or procedure in the course
of optonetric practice by an optonetrist not properly
certified under this Section.

(1) The provisions of Sections 26.2, 26.3, 26.5, 26.10,
26.11, 26.14, and 26.15 of this Act shall apply to al
di sci plinary proceedi ngs brought under this Section.

(j) The Director may tenporarily suspend a certificate
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to use diagnostic topical ocular pharmaceuticals or a
certificate to use therapeutic ocular pharmaceuticals or a
i cense to practice optonetry, W t hout a heari ng,
simultaneously with the institution of proceedings for a
heari ng based upon a violation of subsection (f), (g), or (h)
of this Section, if the Director finds that evidence in his
or her possession indicates that the continued use of
di agnostic topical ocular pharmaceuticals, or therapeutic
ocul ar pharmaceuticals, or continued practice of optonetry
woul d constitute an imedi ate danger to the public. 1In the
event that the Director tenporarily suspends a certificate to
use diagnostic topical ocular pharnmaceuticals, therapeutic
ocul ar pharmaceuticals, or a license to practice optonetry
w thout a hearing, a hearing by the Board shall be comenced
within 15 days after suspension has occurred, and concl uded
W t hout appreci abl e del ay.

(k) The Director of the Departnment of Professional
Regul ation shall notify the Director of the Departnent of
Public Health as to the categories of ocul ar pharnaceuti cal
agents permtted for use by an optonetrist. The Director of
the Departnment of Public Health shall in turn notify every
i censed pharmacist in the State of the categories of ocular
pharmaceutical agents that can be utilized and prescribed by
an optonetrist.

(I') Nothing in this Act prohibits the use of diagnostic
topi cal ocular pharmaceutical agents or therapeutic ocul ar
phar maceutical agents in the practice of optonetry by
optonetrists certified for such use under this Section

(Source: P.A 90-73, eff. 7-8-97; 91-141, eff. 7-16-99.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw. ".
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