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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, V-Day was born in 1998 as an outgrowh of Eve
Ensler's Obie Award-w nni ng play, "The Vagi na Monol ogues"”; as
Eve performed the piece in snmall towns and large cities al
around the world, she saw and heard first hand t he
destructive per sonal , soci al , political, and economc
consequences that violence against wonen has for many

nati ons; and

VWHEREAS, Hundreds of wonen told her their stories of
rape, incest, donestic battery, and genital nutilation; it
was clear that sonething w despread and dramatic needed to be

done to stop the violence; and

WHEREAS, Worl dwi de, over 40% of the adults who daily
becone infected with H'V are wonen; 10%to over 50% of wonen
have been physically assaulted by an intimate partner;
one-third to one-half of physically abused wonen al so report
sexual coercion; many of these wonmen reported that suggesting

condom use resulted in violence; and

WHEREAS, The m ssion of V-Day is sinple; it demands that
the violence nust end; it proclains Valentine's Day as V-Day
until the violence stops; when all wonmen live in safety, no
| onger fearing violence or the threat of violence, then V-Day

will be known as Victory over Violence Day; and

WHEREAS, Through V-Day canpaigns, |ocal volunteers and
col | ege students produce annual benefit perfornmances of "The
Vagi na Monol ogues” to raise awareness and funds for anti
vi ol ence groups wthin their own communities; in 2002, nore
than 800 V-Day benefit events were presented by |ocal
volunteer activists around the world, educating mllions of
peopl e about the reality of violence against wonen and girls;

and
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WHEREAS, V-Day itself stages large scale benefits and
pronotes innovative gatherings and prograns (The Afghan
Wnen' s Summit, The Stop Rape Contest, |Indian Country
Project, and nore) to change social attitudes t owar ds

vi ol ence agai nst wonen; and

WHEREAS, V-Day was naned one of Wrth Magazine's "100
Best Charities"” in 2001; inits first five years, the V-Day
novenent has raised over $14 million, with over $7 nmllion

rai sed in 2002 al one; and

WHEREAS, On February 18, 2004, Chicago wll hold its
third consecutive V-Day event with the benefit production of

"The Vagi na Monol ogues”; therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we recogni ze and whol eheartedly support the efforts that
V-Day canpaigns have nade to stop viol ence agai nst wonen by

desi gnating February 14 as V- Day.
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