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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The United States Congress is now considering

the Medicare Prescription Drug Bill; and

VWHEREAS, In 2001 the United States spent 140.6 billion
dollars on prescription drugs, wth Medicare spending 2.4

billion dollars on prescription drugs; and

WHEREAS, The high <cost of prescription drugs places an
extraordinarily heavy burden on elderly persons and persons

with disabilities who live on fixed i ncones; and

WHEREAS, It is crucial for Congress and each of the state
| egislatures to respond to this health care crisis in a

tinmely yet thoughtful manner; and

WHEREAS, The proposed federal Medicare Prescription Drug
Bill awaiting approval from Congress does not adequately neet
the needs of |Illinois senior <citizens and persons with
disabilities, because it offers |ess assistance than our

current State prescription drug prograns offer; and

WHEREAS, The proposed federal Medicare Prescription Drug
Bill includes a conplicated drug benefit and fails to |ower

drug prices; and

WHEREAS, The proposed federal Medicare Prescription Drug
Bill will adversely affect elderly persons and persons wth
disabilities who currently receive prescription drug coverage
and other benefits wunder the Illinois Medicaid program

therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we call upon the United States Congress to refrain from
passing the federal Medicare Prescription Drug Bill inits

current form and we further urge the United States Congress
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not to pass any neasure that fails to do nore for its senior
citizens and persons with disabilities than do the current

II'linois prescription drug prograns; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be sent to each

menber of the Illinois Congressional del egation.
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