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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Providing care treatnent, rehabilitative, and
habilitative services to individuals wth devel opnenta
disabilities or nment al illness IS a f undanent al

responsibility of Illinois State governnent; and

VWHEREAS, Individuals with devel opnmental disabilities and
mental illness depend on these services to ensure their
safety, neet their basic needs, help themto develop to their
fullest potential, and live, work, and recreate in the nost
i nt egrated setting appropriate to their i ndi vi dual

ci rcunst ances; and

WHEREAS, Centers for |Independent Living provide critical
non-residential services to individuals wth physical and
devel opnental disabilities that allow such individuals to
gain the skills necessary to direct their own lives,
participate in their communities, and gain self-sufficiency;

and

VWHEREAS, I1linois has a W despread net wor k of
communi ty- based agencies with which it contracts for the
provision of such treatnment, residential, non-residential,

and day treatnent prograns to thousands of individuals; and

WHEREAS, A critical variable in providing high quality
services to individuals wth developnental disabilities,
physi cal disabilities or mental illness is having a

dedi cated, stable, well-trained staff; and

WHEREAS, Historically these agencies have not received
sufficient State funding to cover the costs of providing
services, including the ability to provide salary levels or

benefits that attract and retain enpl oyees; and

WHEREAS, Such inadequate funding |levels have resulted in

a decrease in the level of community services to individuals
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who need them delays in the provision of services,
geographic differences in the availability of services, |ow
wages and inadequate benefits for staff, high enployee
turnover, and an increased I|evel of borrow ng by service

providers to make ends neet; and

VWHEREAS, Over the past three years insurance costs for
t hese service provi ders, particularly enployee health
i nsurance costs, have increased far faster than the rate of

inflation; and

VWHEREAS, These community service providers did not
recei ve any cost -of -doi ng- busi ness or cost-of-living increase

in the previous two State fiscal years; and

WHEREAS, In recognition of all of the above, the Illinois
Ceneral Assenbly, by an overwhelmng vote, included a 4%
cost-of-living increase for these community service agencies
serving individuals with devel opnental disabilities, physical
disabilities, or nental illness in Illinois in a supplenental
funding bill for FY 2003 that 1increased the base funding

| evel for these agencies in subsequent fiscal years; and

VWHEREAS, Gover nor Bl agoj evi ch signed that funding

increase into | aw, and

VWHEREAS, The Governor's O fice of Managenment and Budget
has directed all State agencies to hold 2% of their funds in

reserve; and

WHEREAS, In response to this directive, the Departnent of
Human Servi ces reduced the base | evel funding of the agencies
that provide community based services to individuals wth
devel opnental disabilities, physical disabilities, and nental
illness by 2%and applied the 4% cost-of-living increase to
t he reduced base funding level, resulting in a net funding

increase to these agencies of less than 2% rather than the
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4% i ntended by the General Assenbly; and

WHEREAS, Because of other actions taken by the Departnent
of Human Services, nmany of these agencies have thus far

received no increase at all; and

VWHEREAS, Because much of the funding to these agencies is
reinbursed to the State by the federal governnment at the rate
of 50% through the Medicaid program the actual cost to the
State to fund the 4% cost-of-living increase is actually |ess

than the anmount being held in reserve; therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we call upon the Governor's Ofice of Managenent and Budget
and the Departnent of Human Services to act to ensure that
Centers for |ndependent Living, agencies serving individuals
wth devel opnent al disabilities, and agencies serving
individuals with nmental illness through contracts wth the
State receive the full 4%cost-of-living increase that was
mandat ed by action of the General Assenbly for the purpose of
enabl i ng such agencies to continue to neet the vital needs of

the individuals they serve.
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