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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the House of Representatives of
the State of Illinois are pleased to honor citizens of the

State who have contributed nuch throughout their |ives; and

WHEREAS, Kat herine Dunham was born in Joliet in 1909; she
is a dancer, an entertainer, and an educator; through hard
work and wunbelievable dedication to her «craft, she has
changed the face of nodern dance and has changed many |ives

as a result; and

WHEREAS, In the 1930s, M. Dunham taught ballet and
nodern dance at the University of Chicago; she |joined
Chi cago' s Federal Theatre Project in 1938 and conposed her
ballet, L' Ag'Ya; while working on her nmaster's degree in
ant hr opol ogy, she nade a trip to the Caribbean and Brazil,
where she encountered new dance novenents and rhythns that
woul d i nfluence her work; she later noved to New York City

and choreographed the Broadway hit Cabin in the Sky; and

VWHEREAS, In 1939, she married John Pratt, a painter and
costune and set designer; they had one adopted daughter,

Martini que; and

VWHEREAS, Ms. Dunham served as professor eneritus and
artist-in-residence at Southern Illinois Uni versity in
Edwardsville; she was the director of the East St. Louis
Performng Arts Center, which was |later naned the Katherine
Dunham Center for the Arts in her honor; she served as an
advisor at the State Departnent and as a lecturer in college

and university settings; and

VWHEREAS, Ms. Dunhamis a nenber of the Wnen's Honorabl e
Scientific Fraternity at the University of Chicago; she is a
menber of the Royal Society of Anthropologists in London; in

1978, the Katheri ne Dunham nuseum was establi shed in East St.
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Loui s, displaying costunmes that she has worn in perfornmances,
items fromher travels, paintings, sculptures, and nusical

i nstrunents; and

WHEREAS, Kat herine Dunham received the Al bert Schweitzer
Music Award in 1979, the Kennedy Center Honors Award in 1983,
and honorary degrees from USV, Dartnouth, Howard University,
and Washington University; in 1986, she received the Scripps
American Dance Festivals Award; she has been inducted into
the Black Filnmkers Hall of Fane; the buil ding which houses
the departnents of theater and dance, nusic, and nmass
communi cations at the University of Illinois at Edwardsville

is named Kat heri ne Dunham Hall in her honor; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratul ate Katherine Dunham on the occasion of her 94th
bi rt hday cel ebrati on on Sunday, June 22, 2003, and we thank
her for her outstanding contributions to the world of dance

and theater, and be it further

RESCLVED, That we recognize Katherine Dunham for her
groundbreaking work in the area of dance, especially for

openi ng doors for African-Anerican dancers; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to M. Katherine Dunham as an expression of our

respect and esteem
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