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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I11inois House of
Represent ati ves congratul ate Ms. Varrie J. Mddleton
Ni chol son of Arkadel phia, Arkansas who will be retiring as an
educator from Donald McHenry El enentary School in East St.

Loui s; and

VWHEREAS, Ms. N cholson attended Arkadelphia Public
School s and graduated from Peake Hi gh; while attending Peake
H gh School, she was a nenber of the Dramatics O ub, the
Student Council, the H story Cdub, 4-H Cdub, the Future
Teachers of America, secretary of her class for three years,
and graduated in the top ten of her graduating class; she
continued her education at the Agricultural, Mechanical and
Normal College, University of Arkansas at Pi ne Bl uf f
(AMGN UAPB) in Pine Bluff, Arkansas; she earned a Master's
Degree in Education from the University of Illinois at
Chanpai gn- Ur bana in 1971; in 1973, she earned an
Adm ni strative and General Supervisory Certificate; she has
conpleted post graduate work at the University of Illinois
and Southern Illinois University at Edwar dsvi | | e; she
attended the Math and Science Acadeny in Chicago; she has
conpleted nunerous workshops through Harris-Stowe State
College in St. Louis, Mssouri, and East St. Louis School

District #189; and

VWHEREAS, Ms. Nicholson's career began at St anps
El ementary School in Stanps, Arkansas in 1964; she rel ocated
in 1967 after marriage to East St. Louis, where she was
warmy welconed by and continues to share a unique and
special bond with her in-laws, Mnnie, Janice, and Franklin
(CGeorgia) N cholson; she was assigned to Park El enentary
School where she becane a part of a group of teachers who
called thenselves "The Lunch Bunch"; these teachers had a

care for each other that was special; the group consisted of
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Varrie J. N cholson, Janice MDowell, doria N cholson

Regi na Wakefield, Thomas Hardeman, Dr. Bobby Bean, and
Principal Charles H Smth; this circle of friendship has
never been Dbroken; as chairman of fund raising, she
co-sponsored educational field trips to Washington, D.C, New
York City, Chicago, and Springfield; Park El enentary School
was closed in 1980 and she was reassigned to Donald MHenry

El enentary School where she has taught until the present; and

WHEREAS,  Ms. Nichol son was recogni zed as an out st andi ng
teacher, she has received nunerous awards during her teaching
career including: the St. dair County Teachers' (Colden
Appl e Award, Wo's Who Anong Anerican Teachers, the MHenry
Junior Beta Club Appreciation Anmard, and the Project Speak
Parent Award; she also worked as a facilitator in the Title
One Summer Resiliency Programin 1992, 1993, and 1994 which

was held at Ml es Davis Elenentary School; and

WHEREAS, M's. Nichol son is an active nmenber of The Church
of God in Christ Congregational where Senior Bishop Robert
Smth is the pastor; she is a mnenber of the Hospitality
Commttee and is the Schol arship Chairperson of the National
Wnen's Departnent; she is a nenber of the Famly Day
Commttee, the Finance Chairman of the Annual Fellowship
Di nner, and a nenber of the Sunday School; she received the
Church Appreciation award in 1980, and Famly of the Day
Awards in 1985, 1998, 1999, 2001, and 2002; and

WHEREAS, M's. Nicholson is is a nmenber of the Delta Delta
Onega chapter of Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority, 1Inc., MHenry
School P.T.A, and the Gateway Al umi Chapter of AM&N UAPB

where she has held the position of treasurer; and

WHEREAS, M's. N cholson married her college sweetheart,
the late M. Robert N cholson, Jr. in 1965; she is the nother

of Robbie LaJean (Janes) Ednond, Katrina Juanise (Larry)
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WIllianms, Robert Fitzgerald (Quanshanda) Ni chol son, and
Raynard Lydell N cholson; she is the proud grandnother of

James, Nichol as, Kendall, Jonathan, and Robert; and

WHEREAS, M's. N cholson is proud of the achievenents of
all of her students; she is particularly proud of the
not ewort hy achi evenents of her own four children, whom she
was blessed to have taught when they were fifth graders,
along with her ol dest grandson; she always thought that if
her teaching was good enough for other children, it should be
good enough for her own children and grandchild; she and her
husband tried to instill in their children that a good
education is one of the few avenues to escape the soci al
dilenmmas facing the young people growing up in today's
soci ety; she has nmade a great contribution to their

educati on; and

VWHEREAS, M's. N chol son's hobbies are reading, cooking,
traveling, driving, and maeking others feel happy; therefore,

be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratulate Varrie J. Mddleton N cholson on her
retirement after many years of dedicated service as an
out st andi ng teacher at Donald McHenry El enentary School and
wish her well in all of her future endeavors; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to Varrie J. Mddleton N chol son as an expression

of our respect and esteem
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