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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, Celiac Di sease, also known as Celiac Sprue, is a
genetic, autoi nmmune di sease that affects 2.1 mllion people
in the United States and 94,742 in the State of Illinois;
Celiac Disease causes damage to the small intestine and
interferes with the intestine's function of digestion and

absorption of nutrients; and

WHEREAS, One in 700 wll <carry the diagnosis, and
undi agnosed Celiac D sease nmay be as coomon as one in 133

persons; and

WHEREAS, Danmage occurs when the protein fraction of
dietary gluten found in wheat, oats, rye, and barley cones in

contact with the lining of the small intestine; and

VWHEREAS, d uten danages the intestines and keeps your
body from taking in many of the nutrients fromfood; this
i ncludes vitamns, calcium protein, carbohydrates, fats, and

ot her inportant nutrients; and

WHEREAS, Celiac Disease is a genetic disorder, and if one
famly menber has the disease, each first degree famly
menber has a risk of developing Celiac D sease approaching
10% a person may have this tendency for a while wthout
getting sick, then sonmething |ike severe stress, physical
injury, infection, childbirth, or surgery can "trigger" the

di sease; and

WHEREAS, Celiac Di sease affects both adults and children;
anong the nost comon synptons (in fact the nbst comon
synptons for adults and children is no synptons at all) for
adults are weight |loss, chronic diarrhea or constipation,
abdom nal cranping, intestinal gas, and nmuscle wasting; for
chil dren t he synptonms usually include growh failure,

projectile vomting, diarrhea, and a bl oated abdonen; and
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VWHEREAS, Celiac Disease is a life-long disease that
fortunately can be controlled by follow ng a 100% gl uten-free
diet; by followng this diet, you can reverse the danmage

caused by the disease and feel better; and

VWHEREAS, New bl ood tests can help your doctor diagnose
this disease, including the tissue transgl utam nase test and
the anti-endonysial antibody test; those who test positive
require an endoscopic biopsy to establish the diagnosis; if
you have dermatitis herpetiforms (an itchy, blistery skin

problem, a sinple skin biopsy can di agnose the di sease; and

VWHEREAS, Celiac Disease Awareness Mnth strives to
i ncrease public awareness of the synptons and causes of the
di sease, as well as to educate physicians caring for those

w t h undi agnosed celiac di sease; therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we declare the nonth of October 2003, and every Cctober
thereafter, as Celiac Di sease Awareness Month in the State of
I1linois and all citizens are wurged to join in the

commenoration of this inportant observance.
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