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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Education is one of the nost noble and inportant
careers one can undertake; those who do are worthy of our

ut nost respect and honor; and

VWHEREAS, It has cone to our attention that Patricia
Gissett of Chicago is retiring from her position as
Principal of Harlan Conmunity Acadeny Hi gh School on August

8, 2003, after 33 years in education; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Grissett was awarded a Bachelor of Arts
degree in education in 1970 and a Master of Arts degree in
education in 1974, both from Roosevelt University in Chicago;
she began her career at Wndell Smth and Thomas Brennan
Schools in 1970, where she served as a teacher and school

counsel or; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Grissett went on to work as a counselor at
Chi cago Vocational Hi gh School and Hi ggins, Abbott, and Tonti
Schools; in 1986, she becane the Departnent Chairperson for
t he Counseling Departnent at Chicago Vocational H gh School;
in 1991, she noved on to becone the principal of Wndel
Smth School, where she served wuntil 1999; during the
1989- 1990 school year, she also worked as the Assistant

Director of the Freshman Sunmmer Transition Program and

WHEREAS, From 1999 to 2000, Ms. Gissett worked as the
Associate Principal in the Ofice of Accountability at
Corliss H gh School, where she provided adm ni strative
support, worked on policies and procedures, worked to inprove
the school climate, and recruited and nentored new faculty

and staff nembers; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Grissett began her work at Harlan Conmunity
Acadeny Hi gh School in 2000 as Principal; during that tine,

she worked to inprove the school environnent, climte, and
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facility; under her |eadership, student enrollnent increased,
the graduation rate increased, and the JROTC Program was
fully accredited and given Acadeny Status; she worked to
establish school-comunity partnerships wth Chicago State
University, DePaul University, Roseland Youth Net, Christian

Community Health Center, and Harlan Al umi Associ ation; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Gissett has been the recipient of many
awar ds and recognitions including the 1990 Oppenhei ner Award
for Meritorious Service, the 1993 and 1994 Principal of
Excel l ence Award fromthe Chicago Public Schools, the 1995
Principal of the Year Awards fromthe Boy Scouts of Anerica
and Phi Delta Kappa, the 1998 ABAN AYA Youth Project
University of Illinois, and the 2002 Rising Star Award for

Qut st andi ng School Achi evenent; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Gissett is affiliated with the Anerican
Federation of School Admnistrators, the Association for
Supervision and Curriculum Devel opnent, the Chicago Area
Al l'iance of Black School Educators, the Chicago Principals
and Adm nistrators Association, the National Board for
Certified Counselors, and the Nat i onal M ddl e School

Associ ation; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we heartily congratulate Patricia Gissett on the occasion of
her retirement as Principal of Harlan Comunity Acadeny H gh

School after 33 years in education; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to Patricia Gissett as an expression of our
gratitude for her outstanding and neritorious service in the

field of educati on.
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