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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the House of Representatives of
the State of Illinois are grateful for the nmen and wonen of
I1linois that choose to serve our country in the United

States Arned Forces; and

WHEREAS, The nen and wonen of the Arnmed Forces work each
day for the freedomof the people of |Illinois, the United
States, and the world; they fight tyranny and oppressi on and
are willing to give their lives if necessary; those who are
willing to serve sacrifice time wth famly, famliar
surroundi ngs, and comunity for the good of the Anerican

peopl e; and

VHEREAS, When t hose who have served return hone to us, we

are bl essed beyond neasure to share tine with them and

VWHEREAS, On Saturday, July 19, 2003, the people of
Bartelso will <celebrate the honecomng of three heroes,
Sergeant First Cass Randall S. Smth, WMjor Rachele M
Smth, United States Arny, and Ronda Lohman, who have served
over seas for the United States of Anerica; they have

represented our country with honor and val or; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Smth is the son-in-law of Phil and
Carol Menkhaus; he is a nenber of the 5th Special Forces
Goup, and is a denolitions expert and a nedic; he has served
in the United States Arny for 19 years; he nost recently
served in Operation Iragi Freedom he holds countless awards
and has served in several <conflicts, including the E
Sal vadoran Conflict in 1987, the Panama Conflict from 1989 to
1990, and Operation Enduring Freedomin Afghanistan from 2001
to 2002; and

WHEREAS, Major Rachele M Smth is the daughter of Phi

and Carol Menkhaus; she holds a master's degree in health
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adm ni stration services; she nost recently was deployed to
Kuwait and Iraq in support of Operation lIraqi Freedom as a
menber of the 86th Conmbat Support Hospital based at Fort
Campbel |, Kentucky; she served in Uzbeki stan and Af ghani stan
in support of Operation Enduring Freedom she is t he
reci pient of countless awards and decorations and wears the
Expert Field Medical Badge and the Arny Parachutist Badge;

and

VWHEREAS, Ronda Lohman is the daughter of Mark and Darl ene
Lohman; she left Bartel so on July 29, 2001 for basic training
at Fort Leonard Wod Arny Base in Mssouri; she conpl eted her
Advanced Individual Training at Fort Bliss Arny Base in E
Paso, Texas; she was then stationed at Gsan Air Force Base in
Gsan, South Korea; she served 18 nonths in South Korea in the
United States Arny, with the Air Defense Artillery assigned
to the Patriot Mssile Launcher; she was pronoted to E-5,

Specialist, while she was serving in South Korea; and

VWHEREAS, Those who serve in the United States Arned
Forces are sonetines called upon to pay the ultimte price;
Lance Corporal N chol as Kl ei boeker had fulfilled a 1lifelong
dream by enlisting in the United States Marine Corps;
tragically, he was killed on May 13, 2003 whil e serving near
Al Hllah, Irag, in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom his

menory is to be honored; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we wel cone honme Sergeant First Cass Randall S. Smth, Mjor
Rachele M Smth, and Ronda Lohman, and we thank them for
their wllingness to represent the State of Illinois in the

United States Arny; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we honor the nenory of Lance Corporal

Ni chol as Kl ei boeker and his willingness to serve our country;
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and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to Sergeant First Class Randall S. Smth, Mjor
Rachele M Smth, Ronda Lohman, and the famly of Lance
Corporal N chol as Kl ei boeker as an expression of our respect

and esteem
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