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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Section 502 of t he f eder al Vet er ans
Entrepreneurship and Smal |l Busi ness Act of 1999 establishes a
federal governnment-wide goal that not |less than 3% of al
federal contract awards for each fiscal year are to be

awar ded to busi nesses owned by service-disabl ed veterans; and

WHEREAS, Representative Chris Smth, the Chairman of the
House Committee on Veterans' Affairs, has stated that this 3%
goal is not a ceiling but is the bare mnimmto neet
conpliance with the Veterans Entrepreneurship and Snall

Busi ness Act of 1999; and

WHEREAS, In signing the Veterans Entrepreneurship and
Small Business Act of 1999 into law, President WIIiam
Jefferson Cdinton stated that, "[The Act] wll provide
assi stance to veterans who are entrepreneurs and especially
to service-disabled veteran entrepreneurs, nen and wonmen who
have sacrificed so nmuch in service of our county. By hel ping
these Anerican heroes to establish, maintain, and grow their
own small businesses, we help to sustain our strong econony

and express our gratitude for their service to Anerica."; and

VWHEREAS, Procur ement spendi ng to service-disabled,
vet eran-owned businesses falls far below the 3% goal
est abl i shed by the Veterans Entrepreneurship and Small
Busi ness Act of 1999; Angela Styles, an official from the
Ofice of Mnagenent and Budget, has testified before the
House Comm ttee on Veterans' Affairs that in fiscal year 2001
al one, federal agencies denied disabled-veteran's conpanies
nearly $6 billion in procurenment opportunities and for the
first 3 quarters of fiscal year 2002, up to and including the
third guarter, servi ce-di sabl ed vet er an- owned smal
busi nesses were awarded approximately .10% of the total

dol l ars awarded by federal agencies during that period; and


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE
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WHEREAS, For fiscal year 2001 and for the first 3
quarters of fiscal year 2002, t he Smal |  Busi ness
Adm ni stration, the Departnent of Labor, and the Ofice of
the President have reported spending zero dollars wth

servi ce-di sabl ed vet eran- owned busi nesses; and

VWHEREAS, Research shows that many of contracts supposedly
awarded to service-disabled veteran-owned busi nesses are not
even with conpani es owned by service-di sabled veterans, but

with firnms illegally claimng that status; and

VWHEREAS, According to Joseph Forney, the 2002 Veterans
Smal | Busi ness Advocate of the Year, "For the veteran snal
busi ness owners who are anong the 1,800 veterans on average

who are dying each day, there will never be an opportunity

for t he f eder al government to renmedy the disastrous
i npl ementation of this small business program"; therefore,
be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE NI NETY-
THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOS, that the
menbers of the Illinois House of Representatives respectfully
ur ge the United State Congress to closer examne how
procurenent opportunities are awarded to service-disabled
vet eran-owned businesses and to take all necessary neasures
torequire the full and imediate inplenentation of the
Vet erans Entrepreneurship and Smal |l Business Act of 1999; and

be it further

RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be
delivered to the President pro tenpore of the U S. Senate,
the Speaker of the U S. House of Representatives, and each

menber of the Illinois congressional del egation.
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