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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Crucial gaps exist in the country's ability to
counter a biological threat; the National Institutes of
Health have identified a serious shortage of high-Ievel
bi ocontai nment | aboratories in the United States; there are

no such facilities in the Mdwest at this time; and

WHEREAS, The University of Illinois at Chicago seeks to
establish a National Biocontainnment Laboratory in Chicago as
a key conponent in the Nation's biodefense infrastructure;
t he UC National Center for Biodefense and Energing
| nfectious Diseases, a $200 nillion, 309,000 square foot
state-of-the-art biocontainnent |[|aboratory, will be |ocated
within the Illinois Medical District on the UC canpus, and
wll be a critical resource for the Cty, the State, the
M dwest, and the Nation to defend against and respond to acts

of bioterrorism and

WHEREAS, The University of Illinois at Chicago submtted
an application to the National Institutes of Health to fund
the construction of the National Biocontainnment Laboratory on

February 10, 2003; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we support the University of I1linois at Chi cago' s
application to the National Institutes of Health for a
Nat i onal Bi ocontai nment Laboratory, to be located within the
II'linois Medical District, in the Gty of Chicago; and be it

further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be presented to
each nenber of the Illinois congressional del egation; and be

it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
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presented to the Chair of the Board of Trustees of the

University of Illinois, Lawrence C. Eppley, to the President
of the University of Illinois, Janes J. Stukel, and to the
Chancel l or of the University of Illinois at Chicago, Sylvia

Manni ng.
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