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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the House of Representatives of
the State of Illinois wish to congratulate the Cty of
Atlanta on the occasion of its Sesquicentennial Celebration

to be held May 23 to 26, 2003; and

VWHEREAS, Atlanta is the northeasternnost city in Logan
County; it was founded in 1853 along the right of way of the
Chicago and Alton railroad; R chard GII noved to Logan
County in 1852 from Pekin; early in 1853 upon hearing of the
extension of the railroad, M. GII| purchased the |and on

whi ch Atl anta now stands; and

VWHEREAS, On March 22, 1853, a survey was made and 383
lots were platted; the town was dedicated on April 7, 1853
and on June 22, 1853, lots were sold at auction; in the next
five years, 100 honmes and 500 people were added to the
community; the town was originally naned Xenia, but being
denied a post office because of an already existing Xenia,

the name of Atlanta was eventually adopted; and

WHEREAS, Atl anta was incorporated under the town form of
governnment on February 14, 1869; a special act of the
II'linois Legislature approved a charter creating the Gty of
Atlanta; the charter was approved by the voters on March 16,
1869, and a special election held March 23, selected Sanuel

H Fields to be the first Mayor of Atlanta; and

VWHEREAS, Atlanta boasts of assets not conmmon to many
small communities, including a pharmacy, grocery store,
| umber yard, hardware store, florist shop, and dentist and
doctor offices; a developing sports conplex, tennis court,
golf course, and sw nmm ng pool , of fer | ei sure tinme
opportunities; a comng skate board park and a proposed hi ke

and bike trail will contribute greatly to the comunity; and
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WHEREAS, The Sesqui centennial Celebration wll include
Atlanta Cenetery walks wth portrayers of city founder,
Richard G| and five ot her key residents gi ving

presentations; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we do hereby congratulate the City of Atlanta on the occasion

of its Sesquicentennial Celebration; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the Gty of Atlanta as a token of our respect
and esteem and wth best w shes for many nore anniversary

cel ebrati ons.
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