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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, Pegasus Players has been bringing quality

theatre to the people of Chicago for 25 years; and

WHEREAS, Pegasus is commtted to providing theatre to
those who have limted access to the arts: the young, the

el derly, the disabled, and the disenfranchised; and

VWHEREAS, The theatre consistently prem eres plays that
ask its audiences to take a hard and sonetines painful |ook

at sone of society's nobst pressing social issues; and

WHEREAS, The theatre's Young Playwights Festival builds
witing skills and sel f-esteem anong thousands of Chicago's

hi gh school students each year; and

WHEREAS, Pegasus made t heatri cal history, and a
significant contribution to African-Anerican culture, by
reviving the "lost" Duke Ellington review, "Junp for Joy", in

1991; and

WHEREAS, Pegasus has consistently been singled out by
conposer Steven Sondheim who chose the theatre for the
Anmerican premere of his first nusical, "Saturday Night", in
1999 and who awarded Pegasus the rights to be the first
theatre in Chicago to produce "The Frogs", "Passi on"
"Assassins", "Anyone Can Wistle", "Pacific Overtures", and

"Merrily W Roll Along"; and

VWHEREAS, The U.S. Information Agency asked Pegasus to be
the first American theatre to present nusical theatre in West
Africa (the theatre's 1992 production of "Bubbling Brown

Sugar"); and

VWHEREAS, Pegasus has sought to overcone barriers of
culture and |anguage by reaching out to audiences in the

M ddl e East, bringing its productions of "Side by Side by
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Sondhei i and "The Fantasticks" to nore than 15,000 people in

Egypt, Jordan, Turkey, and Mrocco; and

VWHEREAS, The theatre's work with inner-city educators has
touched the hearts, mnds, and futures of thousands of

Chi cago yout h; and

WHEREAS, Pegasus has received nore awards, including 67
Jefferson Citations, than any other non-equity theatre in

Chi cago; and

VWHEREAS, Artistic Director Arlene Crewdson has tw ce been
named by the Chicago Tribune as one of the top Chicago
artists who has nmade |asting and nenorable contributions to

the arts during the year; therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratul ate Pegasus Pl ayers on the occasion of its 25th
anni versary and commend Pegasus for its continuing commtnent
to quality theatre and to the people of Chicago and beyond;

and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the Pegasus Players Board of Directors as a

t oken of our respect and esteem
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