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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, the State of Illinois is commtted to protecting
the safety of nmotorists on Illinois highways and protecting

t axpayers' investnent in our highway infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, the federal governnent by |aw has, since 1991,
prohi bited the introduction of triple trailers, trucks wth
wei ghts greater than 80,000 pounds, and trailers |onger than

53 feet on the interstate highway system and

VWHEREAS, a recent U. S. Departnent of Transportation study
found that (1) double and triple trailer trucks are at | east
11% nore |likely to be involved in a fatal accident than a
single trailer truck, and (2) nationw de use of these trucks
would result in $53 billion in bridge construction costs and

an additional $266 billion in congestion costs; and

WHEREAS, there are attenpts to convince the congress of

the United States to permt |onger and heavier trucks; and

WHEREAS, heavy trucks are responsi bl e for a
di sproportionate anount of pavenent damage; according to the
Anmerican Association of State H ghway and Transportation
Oficials (AASHTO, one 80,000 pound five-axle truck does as
much pavenent danmage as 9,600 cars; a 100,000 pound five-axle

truck would do as rmuch damage as 27,000 cars; and

VWHEREAS, each introduction of |onger and heavier trucks
in Arerican history has resulted in a substantial increase in

the nunmber of trucks on the road because goods previously

shi pped by nore environnentally friendly nethods -- waterways
and rail -- are placed on trucks instead; thus allow ng
| onger, heavier trucks will increase congestions; and

VWHEREAS, heavier trucks will take nore tinme to stop, thus

increasing their potential for accidents; therefore be it
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RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we support maintaining the current federal truck size and
weight I|imtations and oppose proposals to experinment with
| onger and heavier trucks on public highways; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be
delivered to the President pro tenpore of the U S. Senate,
the Speaker of the U S. House of Representatives, and each

menber of the Illinois congressional del egation.
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