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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, Helen Jett-Caldwell has had a long and sterling
career with the State of Illinois, beginning such public
service with the 1Illinois Departnent of Labor as a

clerk-typist in 1960; and

VWHEREAS, Hel en Jett- Cal dwel | continued to provide
exenplary public service in an increasingly responsible
manner, she received several pronotions, one of which was to
t he position of Adm ni strative Assi st ant to t he
Superintendent of the Madden Mental Health Center in the then

IIlinois Departnent of Mental Health; and

VWHEREAS, Hel en Jett-Caldwell during her ei ght -year
tenure at the Madden Mental Health Center, distinguished
hersel f by devel oping an affirmative action program whi ch was

| ater used as a nodel for the entire State; and

WHEREAS, Helen Jett-Caldwell continued to denonstrate
out st andi ng | eader shi p, managenent , i nt er per sonal and
communi cation skills which resulted in her pronotion to a
| eadership position of Chief of Staff and Executive Assi stant
to the Director of the Illinois Departnment of Mental Health
and Devel opnental Disabilities, the then |argest agency in

the State; and

WHEREAS, Hel en Jett-Caldwel I 's contributions and
dedi cati on have been recogni zed throughout the vyears wth
various awards and certifications, all of which are too
nunmerous to list, but a few exanples are the YMCA National
Bl ack Achiever for Youth Mtivation; Wuo' s Wwo in State
Governnment; President's Award, International Association of
O ficial Human Rights Agencies; and the Chi cago Conm ssion on

Human Rel ation's Governnental Award of Merit; and

VHEREAS, Hel en Jett- Cal dwel | is the wife of Lanon
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Caldwel | ; she is the proud parent of a son, Chris Cunni ngham
a daughter, Dr. Lynne Cunni ngham McCoy; and the very proud
grandnot her of LaCresha Cunni ngham Kristoffer Jett, M chael
M Coy, Joshua Br adl ey, Brittney Cunni ngham Ashl ey
Ri chardson, Jordan Bradley, Adrienne Cunni ngham Ebony

Ri chardson, and Bail ey Cunni ngham and

VWHEREAS, Helen Jett-Caldwell becane recognized as an
effective leader in the State, and particularly inthe field
of Equal Qpportunity and Affirmative Action, she was
appointed to the position of Deputy Director to the newy
created Departnent of Human R ghts, where she has served to

this day; and

VWHEREAS, Helen Jett-Caldwell has served as the Deputy
Director of the Illinois Departnment of Human Rights for nore
than 20 years and has distingui shed herself as a | eader anopng
her peers around the nation as evidenced by the fact that she
has been elected to various |eadership positions on the Board
of Directors for the International Association of Oficial

Human Ri ghts Agencies for the past 16 years; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we proclaim the date of April 30, 2003 Hel en Jett-Cal dwel |

Day in the State of Illinois; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to Helen Jett-Caldwell as an expression of our

respect and esteem
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