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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The State has a nunber of unique climte types,
all of which require energy for both cooling and heati ng;
there are many cost-effective neasures that can reduce peak
energy use and reduce cooling, heating, and other energy

costs in buildings; and

WHEREAS, Inprovenents in the energy efficiency of
institutional buildings will provide |ong-term operating cost
reductions and reduce the overall use of energy in Illinois;

and

VWHEREAS, Reducing the wuse of energy pr onot es t he
reduction of air pollution frompower plants and green house

em ssions and saves inportant environnmental resources; and

VWHEREAS, The Anerican Council for Energy-Effici ent
Econony projects that if steps are taken in the State to
i nprove energy efficiency, it would reduce overall -energy

spendi ng and generate a positive cost benefit ratio; and

VWHEREAS, The Governnent Buil di ngs Energy Cost Reducti on
Act of 1991 is intended to reduce energy consunption and
costs by pronoti ng energy conservation in governnment
bui | di ngs, including public universities; the Act created an
| nt eragency Energy Conservation Commttee, consisting of the
Secretary of Human Services, the Directors of Central
Managenent Services and Corrections, the Executive Directors
of the Illinois Board of Higher Education and the Capital
Devel opment Board, and chaired by the Departnent of Comrerce
and Econom c Qpportunity (fornmerly Comrerce and Comrunity

Affairs); and

WHEREAS, The Interagency Energy Conservation Conmttee
publ i shes an annual assessnent of opportunities for energy

cost reduction in state-owned and |eased buildings and
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designated facilities, including public wuniversities, and
reports to the Governor and General Assenbly every 2 years on
the status of energy cost reduction in government buil dings;

and

WHEREAS, The Public University Energy Conservation Act
authorizes public wuniversities to enter into guaranteed
energy savings contracts or energy performance contracts for
prelimnary analyses, recommendati ons of energy conservation
measures, inplenentation of such nmeasures, and nonitoring by

the contractor of savings; and

WHEREAS, The Depar t ment of Comrerce and Economc
Qpportunity provides matching technical assistance grants
that are designed to help Ilocal schools, colleges, and
universities fi nance conpr ehensi ve studi es to find
opportunities for energy conservation and to inplenent those
measures; the institution and DCEO share the cost equally;

therefore, be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
the Departnment of Commerce and Economic Opportunity is
directed to assess energy conservation neasures taken at each
of the State's public universities since 1995, and report its
findings to the CGeneral Assenbly by January 1, 2004; and be

it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
pr esent ed to t he Director of Comrerce and Economc
Qopportunity and the Executive Director of the Illinois Board

of Hi gher Educati on.
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