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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the House of Representatives of
the State of Illinois were saddened to | earn of the death of
Mary Dorothy "Banbi Jackson" Smth on Sunday, March 23, 2003;

and

WHEREAS, Ms. Smith was born on Decenber 5, 1934 in
Chicago to difton and Lillie Jackson; she met and married
Kenneth Smth at her alma mater, DuSable H gh School; she
al so attended George WIIlians and Kennedy-King Col | ege, where

she received her Associate Degree in preschool education; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Smith first began perform ng on the stage at
the world fanpbus "Club Delisa", where she adopted her stage
name, Banbi Jackson; she worked there as a regular under the
strict guidance of Sammy Dyer; she joined Yol anda Johnson
Productions and travel ed through Florida and on to Nassau,
where she |earned the calypso dance, voodoo chants, flam ng
i mbo, and other fire dances, which she becane fanous for

perform ng worl dw de; and

WHEREAS, Throughout her stage career, Ms. Smth perforned
for and wth the best of the best performers and nusici ans
including Nat King Cole, Harry Bel afonte, Paul Anka, Count
Basie, Ray Charles, B.B. King, Jerry "lceman" Butler, Brook
Benton, Ben E. King, Bobby "Blue" Bland, Jackie WIson, and
Richard Pryor; she performed for President John F. Kennedy

and British Prine Mnister Harold McM Il an; and

VWHEREAS, Ms. Smith was honored by author Denpsey J.
Travi s when he i ncl uded her in his bestseller "An

Aut obi ogr aphy of Bl ack Jazz"; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Smith returned to Chicago and began working
in the Chicago Park D strict; she was a volunteer dance

instructor for children and adults at Washington Park; she
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rose through the system after inplenenting new prograns such
as the yoga and dance prograns which were extrenely popul ar
with park patrons of all social backgrounds; she becane a
supervi sor and was a | eader by exanple, providing guidance,
know edge, and support to the devel opnent of Park District
enpl oyees; she nmade people believe in thenselves and strive

for the best in everything they did; and

VWHEREAS, The passing of Ms. Smith has been deeply felt by
many, especially her daughter, Tanya Maria; her son, Kenneth,
Jr.; her sister, Cordelia Janes; her granddaughter, Ni sha
Cl ark; her nieces, Bernadine, Bernadette, and Sheila; her
nephews, Robert and Lewis; her great-nieces, Alisha and
Francie; and her great-nephews, Vincent and David; in
addition, her loss has been felt by Uncle Jacques, Aunt
LaVerne and Aunt LeVora (Lee), Darlene McCGhee, Godson Ricardo
Barl and, and a host of other famly nenbers and friends;

therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we nmourn the passing of Mary Dorothy "Banmbi Jackson" Smith
and extend to her famly and friends our deepest synpathy;

and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Mary Dorothy "Banbi Jackson" Smth

as an expression of our sincere condol ences.
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