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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the House of Representatives of
the State of Illinois wish to congratul ate Lieutenant Col onel
M chael W Varney, Deputy Commander, Eastern Sector, United
States MIlitary Entrance Processing Conmand, on the occasion

of his retirement on March 14, 2003; and

WHEREAS, Lt. Col. Varney was born on Novenber 5, 1953 in
Marshfi el d, Wsconsin; he graduated from Col unbus H gh School
in 1972, where he was the senior class president; he received
a Bachel or of Science degree in conmmunication in 1976 from
the University of Wsconsin-Stevens Point with honors; he
received a Master of Education degree in human devel opnent
counseling from Vanderbilt University which was conferred in

Oxford, England; and

WHEREAS, After working as a newspaper reporter in
Wsconsin and a filmeditor at a television station in San
D ego, Lt. Col. Varney was selected for Ar Force Oficer
Training School dass 79-15; he was conm ssioned a second

I i eut enant on Septenber 19, 1979; and

WHEREAS, During his mlitary service, Lt. Col. Varney has
been assigned to duty in Heyf or d, Engl and; Detroit;
Scul t hor pe, Engl and; Kol sass, Norway; M chigan; and territory
i ncl udi ng Chanpai gn; Bl oom ngton; Peoria; Chicago; M| waukee,

W sconsi n; and Green Bay, Wsconsin; and

WHEREAS, He served as a NATO staff officer for Allied
Forces Northern Europe in Kol sass, Norway; he served as Chief
of Admnistration and Personnel for 600 communi cati on
personnel at 15 sites, located in northern Germany, Denmark,

and Norway; and

VWHEREAS, Lt. Col . Var ney' s pr of essi onal mlitary

education includes Ar War College, Air Command and Staff
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Col | ege, and Squadron O ficer School; his mlitary awards
include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal (one oak | eaf
cluster), the Meritorious Service Medal, the Joint Service
Commendati on Medal, the Air Force Commendati on Medal (one oak
| eaf cluster), the Joint Meritorious Unit Award; and the Navy

Meritorious Unit Medal; and

WHEREAS, Lt. Col. Varney has an international famly; his
wife, the fornmer GCeorgia Drywod of Chatham Kent, Engl and
was born in Gbralter and raised for nearly 10 years in
Sydney, Australia; their son, Kirk Fitzm chael, was born in
King's Lynn, England and their daughter, Thea Melissa, was

born in Gslo, Norway; therefore, be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratul ate Lt. Col. Mchael W Varney on the occasion of
his retirement fromthe United States Air Force and we thank

himfor his service to our nation; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to Lt. Col. Mchael W Varney as a token of our
respect and esteemand with our best wshes for a peaceful

and happy retirenent.
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