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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Noah Parden was born into conditions not
uncommon for African Anericans in Anerica s 19th century
Sout h; he was born at Ronme, Georgia on July 18, 1857, just
four vyears prior to the outbreak of the civil war; he picked
cotton on a Georgia plantation and was forbidden to pass
along his rare ability to read to other African Anericans;

and

VWHEREAS, He noved to Chattanooga, Tennessee at age 15,
where he attended high school; he studied for five years at
Central Tennessee Col |l ege, supporting hinself by working as a
wai ter, shoeshiner, and as a barber; he becane a l|awer in

1891; and

WHEREAS, Noah Parden overcane the incredible obstacles
confronting an African-Anerican person at that tinme and
energed as the first African-Anerican attorney in St. Cair
County, the first African-Anmerican person to becone an
assi stant county prosecutor and assistant city prosecutor in
St. Cair County and East St. Louis, and the first
African-Anmerican to argue successfully before the u. S

Suprene Court; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1906, Noah Parden argued successfully before
the US. Supreme Court on behalf of Ed Johnson, an
African-American man wongly convicted of raping a white
woman; because of his efforts for M. Johnson, M. Parden's

life was threatened several tines; and

WHEREAS, M. Parden won two hundred cases; he had often
been conpared to O arence Darrow, the fanous crimnal |awer
during his career, he was one of t he best known
African-Anerican lawers in the country; he was frequently
called fromhis East St. Louis home to defend those accused

in crimnal cases; and
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WHEREAS, Noah Parden was a famly man with varied skills
and interests; he and his wfe were the parents of two
children, Frank and Lillian; he could sew, knit, and could
make his own clothes; he could speak several |anguages and

coul d converse freely on |iterature and art; therefore, be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we honor Attorney Noah Parden for his dedication and
commtnent to the causes of justice and equality, and we
recognize his contributions to the citizens of Illinois and

the country; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Noah Parden with our respect and

esteem for his acconplishnents.
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