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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Running for political of fice has becone

prohi bitively expensive for nost ordinary citizens; and

WHEREAS, The high cost of broadcast advertising is the
single nost significant factor that has driven up the cost of

running for political office; and

WHEREAS, Many citizens believe radio and television
stations do not provide sufficient information about election

i ssues and candi dates; and

WHEREAS, The nation's broadcast television and radio
stations are scaling back on substantive coverage of
candi dat es and canpai gn i ssues even as they raise their ad
rates to take advantage of the spike in air tinme demand

generated by el ections; and

WHEREAS, The increased cost and reduced flow of canpaign
communi cation on broadcast television and radi o has created
an unfair advantage for wealthy candidates and candi dates
wth access to nonied special interests, an unhealthy

devel opnent for our denocracy; and

VWHEREAS, The broadcast airwaves belong to the people; and

WHEREAS, The people, through their federal governnment,
have provided exclusive licenses to broadcasters to operate
wi thin assigned frequencies on these airwaves, but only on

the condition that they serve the public interest; and

WHEREAS, This "public interest"” standard nust include
providing opportunities for candidates to deliver, and
citizens receive, a free and open flow of information just
prior to elections so that citizens can cast infornmed votes;

therefore, be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
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NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we support a proposal endorsed by the Free Air Tinme Coalition
that calls on the federal governnent to require that al

broadcasters provide increased coverage of canpaigns and
elections and a reasonable anount of free air tine to
candidates just prior to elections as a condition of

receiving their broadcast |icenses.
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