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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

VHEREAS, The State of Illinois is one of the nbst

congested in the country; and

WHEREAS, Illinois' statew de population is projected to
dramatically increase by 2020 and the State's al r eady
strained transportation infrastructure cannot accommodate

t hat popul ati on and ensui ng econom c grow h; and

WHEREAS, Passenger rail provides an efficient, safe, and
environnmental |y sound neans of transportation for commuters

and for business and | eisure travelers; and

VWHEREAS, Antrak and the State of Illinois have devel oped
a partnership that should serve as the nodel for simlar

corridors in the United States; and

VWHEREAS, [111nois' four St at e- supported corridors
oper at ed by Amtrak (Chicago-St. Louis, Chicago-Qincy,
Chi cago- Car bondal e, Chi cago- M | waukee) each experi enced
strong ridership gains in Fiscal Year '03, despite a weakened

econony and travel market; and

WHEREAS, Amtrak carries nore than 2,600,000 passengers a

year to and fromlllinois; and

WHEREAS, Antrak expended nore than $38 mllion for goods

and services in lllinois in FY' 02; and

WHEREAS, Antrak enploys nearly 2,300 Illinois residents,
who earned a conbined total of nore than $70 mllion in

cal endar year 2002; and

VWHEREAS, At r ak, t he I1linois Depart nent of
Transportation, the Federal Railroad Adm nistration, and
Union Pacific Railroad are jointly working to devel op High

Speed Rail service on the Chicago-St. Louis corridor; and
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WHEREAS, The State of Illinois has already invested $100

mllion in the Chicago-St. Louis H gh Speed Rail program and

WHEREAS, Congr ess has i ntroduced several neasures
intended to provide states with a dedi cated source of funding
to develop viable, safe, and efficient passenger rai
networks, including the National Defense Rail Act, RIDE-21,
t he Emergency Anti-Recession Act of 2003, and the National

I nfrastructure Program Act of 2003; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOS, THE
SENATE CONCURRING HEREIN, that we hereby endorse Antrak's
2004 funding request for $1.812 billion and 5-year capital
plan, as well as federal legislation that provides states
with a dedicated source of funding to develop rail corridors,
and we urge the United States Congress to pass and the
President of the United States to sign that |egislation; and

be it further

RESCLVED, That we hereby wurgently request that al
menbers of Congress who represent the State of Illinois
CO- sponsor and support passage of legislative neasures
intended to bring stability to the nation's rail passenger
network and provide states the funding needed to devel op

successful rail corridors; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this preanble and resolution be
presented to the President and Vice President of the United
States and to each nenber of +the Illinois Congressional

Del egat i on.
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