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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, In order to ensure the safety, quality,
reliability, and efficiency of our country's vital
transportation network and to preserve our national defense,
Arerica needs a balanced, integrated transportation system
and the American people need diverse transportation choices;

and

WHEREAS, Passenger rail is a critical conmponent of a
nodern nul ti-nodal transportation systemand needs to have
financial support, unified policy devel opnment, and oversi ght
simlar to that afforded to our air, highway, and nass

transit nodes, therefore be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOS, THE
SENATE CONCURRING HEREIN, that we wurge Congress and the
President of the United States to fully institute the
foll ow ng passenger rail conponents, which are <critical to
the future of passenger rail in the United States, within the
upcom ng reauthorization of the Transportation Equity Act for
t he 21st Century (TEA 21) or Antrak Reauthorization
| egi sl ati on:

1. Establish a dedicated, multi-year federal capital
funding programfor intercity passenger rail, patterned
after the resting federal highway, airport, and mass
transit prograns.

2. Establish, as federal ©policy, a preserved and

i nproved national passenger rail system- a nationw de,

i nterconnected passenger rail system that stinulates
hi gher | evel s of efficiency, i nnovat i on, and
r esponsi veness. Direct t he Feder al Rai | r oad

Adm ni stration, or another agency wthin t he U S.
Departnent of Transportation, to - with state and | ocal

i nput - devel op, fund, and oversee this federal policy.
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3. Provide full federal funding of Antrak to
mai ntain the national network during the period that the
new federal plans and policies are being devel oped. Then,
fully fund inplenentation of the national passenger rai
system - wth its new efficiencies, innovation, and

responsi veness - in subsequent years; and be it further

RESCLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be

delivered to the president pro tenpore of the U S. Senate,
t he Speaker of the U S. House of Representatives, and each

menber of the Illinois congressional del egation.
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