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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The State of Illinois recognizes certain dates
of the year for honoring specific patriotic, civic, cultural,

and historical persons, activities, or events; and

VWHEREAS, March 31 is the birthday of Cesar E. Chavez,
(1927-1993); and

WHEREAS, Cesar Chavez steadfastly believed that ordinary
people can make extraordinary social change when they are
i ndi vidually guided by, and bound together by, universal

values and a common vision for a better world; the val ues he

strove for include: service to ot hers, sacrifice, a
pref erence to hel p t he nost needy, determ nati on,
non- vi ol ence, t ol erance, respect for life, celebrating

communi ty, knowl edge and i nnovation; and

WHEREAS, Cesar Chavez began his | abor career in the early
1950s as an organi zer for the Coomunity Service Organization
(CSO; his work for the CSO included coordinating voter
regi stration drives, battling raci al and econoni ¢
di scrimnation against Chicano residents, and organi zi ng new
chapters of the CSOin California and Arizona; he went on to
serve as national director of the CSOin the |ate 1950s and

early 1960s; and

WHEREAS, After failing to convince the CSO to help
mgrant farm workers in their union organizing efforts, he
quit his job with the CSO and founded the National Farm
Workers Association (NFWA); in 1965, the NFWA, wth 1,200
menber famlies, joined an AFL-Cl O sponsored union in a
stri ke agai nst Delano growers; in 1966, the two unions mnerged
to formthe United Farm Wrkers (UFW; in 1968, he conducted
a 25-day fast to reaffirm the UFW s comm t ment to
non-vi ol ence; t he NFW's boycott against grape growers

persuaded the growers to sign contracts with the UFWin 1970;
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however, after contract renegotiations in 1973, the growers
si gned contracts with the Teansters; the farm workers
objected to the Teanster contract, and nore that 10,000 of

them wal ked off their jobs; and

WHEREAS, Cesar Chavez then <called for a world-wde
boycott of grapes; by 1975, a poll showed that 17 mllion
Americans supported the boycott; the boycott per suaded
growers to support the 1975 California Agricultural Labor

Rel ati ons Act; and

VWHEREAS, In 1982, Republican George Deukmajian was
el ected Governor of California; under Governor Deukmajian's
| eadership, the California Agricultural Labor Rel ations Board
ceased to enforce the Agricultural Labor Relations Act; in
1988, Cesar Chavez conducted a 36-day "Fast for Life" to

protest the pesticide poisoning of farmworkers; and

VHEREAS, Cesar Chavez died in 1993; in 1994, Pr esi dent
Cinton posthunously awarded himthe Presidential Medal of
Freedom he becane the second Mexican-Anerican to receive

this award; and

VWHEREAS, In 1994, the famly of Cesar Chavez and the
officers of the United Farm Wrkers created the Cesar E
Chavez Foundation to "inspire current and future generations

by pronoting the ideals of Cesar Chavez's life"; and

VWHEREAS, Cesar Chavez spent 31 years forging a | egacy of
service, conviction and principled | eadership that served as

a beacon for Anericans; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THE RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE
SENATE CONCURRI NG HEREI' N, that we recognize March 31 as Cesar
Chavez Day in Illinois and encourage public and private

entities throughout the State to celebrate the birthday of
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this great man.
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