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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The Illinois CGeneral Assenbly is commtted to
ensuring the safety of school children both at school and

during transportation to and from school; and

WHEREAS, School bus drivers are a critical link to
ensuring the safety of school children who ride buses and

other forms of school transportation; and

VWHEREAS, School bus drivers undergo a great deal of
training on driving school buses but are not required to be

certified in first aid or CPR/ AED;, and

VWHEREAS, The IIlinois Vehicle Code requires school buses
to be equipped with first aid kits but does not require
school bus drivers to be certified in first aid proficiency;

and

VWHEREAS, The Nat i onal H ghway Traffic Saf ety
Adm ni stration estimtes between 8,500 and 12,000 children

are injured every year in school bus accidents; and

WHEREAS, Energency response can be significantly del ayed
in rural areas where school bus accidents or crashes nmay

occur; and

VWHEREAS, The II'linois Departnment of Transportation
reported 6 fatalities and 832 injuries from school bus

crashes in 2000, including 205 school -aged passengers; and

WHEREAS, Having a bus driver trained in first aid and
CPR/ AED coul d make the difference between |life and death of
school children in a school bus crash or other rel ated school

bus acci dent; and

WHEREAS, The Anmerican Red Cross and American Heart
Associ ation provide nationally-recognized training prograns

in first aid and CPR/ AED; and
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VWHEREAS, The 1Illinois General Assenbly believes that
first aid and CPR/ AED training for school bus drivers is an

i nportant goal to achieve; therefore, be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF
| LLINO S, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG HEREIN, that the School Bus
Driver Training Task Force is hereby created to study the
factors necessary to inplenment a first aid and CPR/ AED
requi renent for school bus drivers regulated by the Secretary

of State; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Task Force shall include representatives
fromthese agenci es and organi zati ons:

(1) the Secretary of State (or his designee),

(2) the Anmerican Red Cross,

(3) the American Heart Associ ation,

(4) the Illinois State Board of Educati on,

(5) the Illinois Association of School Boards,

(6) the Service Enployees International Union,

(7) the Illinois Education Association,
(8) the Illinois Association of Pupil Transportation, and
(9) the Illinois School Transportation Association; and

be it further

RESCLVED, That the Task Force shall provide a witten
report and recommendations to the Illinois General Assenbly

by Decenber 31, 2003.
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