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93RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY
State of Illinois
2003 and 2004

Introduced 02/05/04, by John A. Fritchey

SYNOPSIS AS INTRODUCED:

225
225
225
225
225
225

regulations.

ILCS
ILCS
ILCS
ILCS
ILCS
ILCS

47/5
47/15
47/20

47/30 rep.
47/35 rep.
47/40 rep.

Amends the Health Care Worker Self-Referral Act. Replaces provisions
allowing health care workers to make specified referrals with language
requiring a health care worker making referrals to entities in which he or
she has an investment interest to comply with applicable federal laws and

Repeals provisions concerning rulemaking, application of the

Administrative Procedure Act, and review under the Administrative Review
Law. Effective July 1, 2004.
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AN ACT concerning health care workers.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of lllinois,

represented in the General Assembly:

Section 5. The Health Care Worker Self-Referral Act 1is

amended by changing Sections 5, 15, and 20 as follows:

(225 ILCS 47/5)

Sec. 5. Legislative intent. The General Assembly
recognizes that patient referrals by health care workers for
health services to an entity in which the referring health care
worker has an investment interest may present a potential
conflict of interest. The General Assembly finds that these
referral ©practices may limit or completely eliminate
competitive alternatives in the health care market. In some
instances, these referral practices may expand and improve care
or may make services available which were previously
unavailable. They may also provide lower cost options to
patients or increase competition. Generally, referral
practices are positive occurrences. However, self-referrals
may result in over utilization of health services, increased
overall costs of the health care systems, and may affect the
quality of health care.

It is the intent of the General Assembly to provide
guidance to health care workers regarding acceptable patient
referrals, to prohibit patient referrals to entities providing
health services in which the referring health care worker has

an investment interest, and to protect the citizens of Illinois

from unnecessary and costly health care expenditures.
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(225 ILCS 47/15)

Sec. 15. Definitions. In this Act:

(a) "Board" means the Health Facilities Planning Board.

(b) "Entity" means any individual, partnership, firm,
corporation, or other business that provides health services
but does not include an individual who is a health care worker
who provides professional services to an individual.

(c) "Group practice”™ means a group of 2 or more health care
workers legally organized as a partnership, professional
corporation, not-for-profit corporation, faculty practice plan
or a similar association in which:

(1) each health care worker who is a member or employee
or an 1independent contractor of the group provides
substantially the full range of services that the health
care worker routinely provides, including consultation,
diagnosis, or treatment, through the use of office space,
facilities, equipment, or personnel of the group;

(2) the services of the health care workers are
provided through the group, and payments received for
health services are treated as receipts of the group; and

(3) the overhead expenses and the income from the
practice are distributed by methods previously determined
by the group.

(d) "Health care worker" means any individual licensed
under the 1laws of this State to provide health services,

including but not limited to: dentists 1licensed under the
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; dental hygienists licensed under

Illinois Dental Practice Act

1

; nurses and advanced practice

the Illinois Dental Practice Act

2

nurses licensed under the Nursing and Advanced Practice Nursing

the Illinois

under

therapists licensed

occupational

4

Act

optometrists licensed under

.
14

Occupational Therapy Practice Act

pharmacists

.
14

Optometric Practice Act of 1987

Illinois

the

physical

4

licensed under the Pharmacy Practice Act of 1987

4

therapists licensed under the Illinois Physical Therapy Act

8

.
14

physicians licensed under the Medical Practice Act of 1987

9

licensed under the Physician Assistant

physician assistants

10

podiatrists licensed under the Podiatric

4

Practice Act of 1987

11

Medical Practice Act of 1987; clinical psychologists licensed

12

clinical social

.
14

under the Clinical Psychologist Licensing Act

13

workers licensed under the Clinical Social Work and Social Work

14

and audiologists

speech-language pathologists

4

Practice Act

15

Pathology and

Speech-Language

Illinois

the

licensed under

16

Practice Act; or hearing instrument dispensers

Audiology

17

licensed under the Hearing Instrument Consumer Protection Act,

18

or any of their successor Acts.

19
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: P.A.

(Source

13

(225 ILCS 47/20)

14

Sec. 20. Prohibited referrals and claims for payment.

15

A health care worker shall not refer a patient for

(a)

16

health services to an entity outside the health care worker's

17

office or group practice in which the health care worker is an

18

care worker directly provides

investor, unless the health

19

entity and will Dbe personally

within the

services

health

20

involved with the provision of care to the referred patient.

21

A health care worker making referrals to entities in

(b)

22

which he or she has an investment interest shall comply with 42

23

rd
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n
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1395nn and accompanying regulations.

U.S.C.
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92-370, eff. 8-15-01.)

: P.A.

(Source

21

(225 ILCS 47/30 rep.)

22

(225 ILCS 47/35 rep.)

23

(225 ILCS 47/40 rep.)

24

The Health Care Worker Self-Referral Act 1is

Section 10.

25

and 40.

amended by repealing Sections 30, 35,

26

Act takes effect on July

99. Effective date. This

Section

27

2004.

1,

28



