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AN ACT in relation to funeral expenses.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Public Aid Code is anended by

changing Section 12-4.11 as foll ows:

(305 ILCS 5/12-4.11) (from Ch. 23, par. 12-4.11)

Sec. 12-4.11. Gant anounts. The Departnent, wth due

regard for and subject to budgetary I|imtations, shal
establish grant anmpunts for each of the prograns, by
regul ati on. The grant anmounts may vary by program size of

assi stance unit and geographic area.

Aid paynents shall not be reduced except: (1) for changes
in the cost of itens included in the grant anounts, or (2)
for changes in the expenses of the recipient, or (3) for
changes in the income or resources available to t he
recipient, or (4) for <changes in grants resulting from
adoption of a consolidated grant anount.

In fixing standards to govern paynents or reinbursenents
for funeral and burial expenses, the Departnent shal
establish a minimum al | owabl e amount of not Iess than $1, 000
for Departnent paynent of funeral services and not |ess than
$500 for Departnent paynent of burial or cremation services.

On July 1, 2004 and on each July 1 thereafter, the Departnent

shal | increase the m ni num rei nbursenent anount for funera

and burial expenses under this Section by a percentage equal

to the percentage increase in the Consunmer Price |Index for

Al Urban Consuners, if any, during the 12 nonths i medi ately

preceeding that July 1. In establishing t he m ni mum

al l owabl e anount, the Departnent shall take into account the
services essential to a dignified, lowcost (i) funeral and

(1i) burial or cremation, including reasonable anmounts that
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may be necessary for burial space and cenetery charges, and
any applicable taxes or other required governnental fees or
charges. If no person has agreed to pay the total cost of the
(1) funeral and (ii) burial or cremation charges, the
Departnent shall pay the vendor the actual costs of the (i)
f uner al and (ii) burial or cremation, or the mninmm
al l omabl e anmount for each service as established by the
Department, whichever 1is less, provided that the Departnent
reduces its paynments by the anount available from the
followng sources: the decedent's assets and avai |l abl e
resources and the anticipated amounts of any death benefits
available to the decedent's estate, and anounts paid and
arranged to be paid by the decedent's legally responsible
relatives. Alegally responsible relative is expected to pay
(1) funeral and (ii) burial or cremation expenses unless
financially unable to do so.

Not hi ng contained in this Section or in any other Section
of this Code shall be <construed to prohibit the 1Illinois
Departnent (1) from consolidating existing standards on the
basis of any standards which are or were in effect on, or
subsequent to July 1, 1969, or (2) from enploying any
consol i dated standards in determ ning need for public aid and
the amount of noney paynment or grant for i ndi vi dual
recipients or recipient famlies.

(Source: P.A 91-24, eff. 7-1-99; 92-419, eff. 1-1-02.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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