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AN ACT concerning stemcell research

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

Stem Cel|l Research Act.

Section 5. Declaration of findings. The General Assenbly

finds and declares all of the foll ow ng:

(1) An estimated 128 mllion Americans suffer from
t he crippling economc and psychological burden of
chronic, degenerative, and acute diseases, including
di abet es, Parkinson's disease, cancer, and Alzheiner's
di sease.

(2) The costs of treatnment and | ost productivity of
chronic, degenerative, and acute diseases in the United
States constitutes hundreds of billions of dollars every
year. Estimates of the econom c costs of these diseases
do not account for the extrenme human loss and suffering
associated wth these conditions.

(3) Stem cell research offers inmmense prom se for
devel opi ng new nedi cal therapies for these debilitating
diseases and a critical neans to explore fundanental

questions of biology. Stemcell research could lead to

unpr ecedent ed treatments and pot enti al cures for
di abetes, Al zheiner's di sease, cancer, and ot her
di seases.

(4) The United States has historically been a haven
for open scientific inquiry and technol ogi cal innovation,
and this environment, coupled wth the commtnent of
public and private resources, has nade the United States
t he pr eem nent wor | d | eader in bi onedi ci ne and

bi ot echnol ogy.
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(5 Open scientific inquiry and publicly funded
research wll be essential to realizing the promse of
stemcell research and to maintaining the United States
wor |l dwi de | eadership in biomedicine and biotechnol ogy.
Publicly funded stem cell research, conducted under
establ i shed standards of open scientific exchange, peer
review, and public oversight, offers the nost efficient
and responsi ble neans of fulfilling the promse of stem
cells to provide regenerative nedical therapies.

(6) Stem <cell research, including the use of
enbryonic stem cells for nedical research, rai ses
significant ethical and policy concerns, and, while not
uni que, the ethical and policy concerns associated wth
stemcell research nust be carefully considered.

(7) Public policy on stem cell research nust
bal ance et hical and nedical considerations. The policy
must be based on an understanding of the science
associated wwth stemcell research and grounded on a
t horough consideration of the ethical concerns regarding
this research. Public policy on stemcell research nust
be carefully crafted to ensure that researchers have the
tools necessary to fulfill the promse of stem cel

r esear ch.

Section 10. Policy permtting research. The policy of
State of Illinois shall be as foll ows:

(1) That research involving the derivation and use
of human enbryonic stem cells, human enbryonic germ
cells, and human adult stem cells from any source,
including somatic cell nuclear transplantation, shall be
permtted and that the ethical and nedical inplications
of this research shall be given full consideration

(2) That research involving the derivation and use

of human enbryonic stem cells, human enbryonic germ
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cells, and human adult stemcells, including somatic cel
nucl ear transplantation, shall be reviewed by an approved
i nstitutional review board, as determned by the

Departnent of Public Health.

Section 15. Information requirenent.

(a) An individual receiving fertility treatnment shal
have the option to choose anong the avail able neans of
di sposing of any human enbryos remaining following the
fertility treatment. These neans nay include storing the
unused enbryos, donati ng unused enbryos to anot her
i ndi vi dual, discarding the enbryos, or donating the remaining
enbryos for research

(b) An individual who elects to donate enbryos renai ni ng
after fertility treatnents for research shall provide witten

consent.

Section 20. Purchase or sal e prohibited.

(a) A person may not know ngly, for val uabl e
consi deration, purchase or sell enbryonic or cadaveric fetal
ti ssue for research purposes.

(b) For the purposes of this Section, the giving or
recei ving of reasonabl e paynent for the renoval, processing,
di sposal, preservation, quality control, st or age,
transplantation, or inplantation of the tissue does not
constitute purchase or sale. This Section does not prohibit
rei nbursenent for renoval, storage, or transportation of
enbryonic or cadaveric fetal tissue for research purposes
pursuant to this Act.

(c) A person who know ngly purchases or sells enbryonic
or cadaveric fetal tissue for research purposes in violation
of subsection (a) of this Sectionis guilty of a Cass A
m sdeneanor for the first conviction and a Cass 4 felony for

subsequent convi cti ons.
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(d) Enbryonic or cadaveric fetal tissue may be donated

for research purposes pursuant to this Act.

Section 25. Liability.

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this
Secti on, procuri ng, f urni shi ng, donati ng, pr ocessi ng,
di stributing, or using enbryonic or cadaveric fetal tissue
for research purposes pursuant to this Act is declared for
the purposes of liability in tort or <contract to be the
rendition of a service by every person, firm or corporation
participating therein, whether or not renuneration is paid,
and is declared not to be a sale of any such itens and no
warranties of any kind or description nor strict tort
liability shall be applicable thereto.

(b) A person, firm or corporation involved in the
rendition of a service described in subsection (a) of this
Section warrants to the person, firm or corporation
receiving the service that he or she has exercised due care
and foll owed professional standards of care in providing the

service according to the current state of the nedical arts.
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