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AN ACT concerning agricul ture.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Food and Agriculture Research Act is

anended by changing Section 5 as foll ows:

(505 | LCS 82/5)

Sec. 5. Legislative findings. It is the intent of this

Act to provide a solid base of State funding for public food
and agricultural research prograns in I11inois whi |l e
fostering public confidence in this research through public
participation. Blessed with rich agricultural soils and a
favorable agricultural climate, Illinois traditionally ranks
fourth or fifth anong the States in the nation's gross
agricultural production. The food and agricul tural sector,
enpl oying nearly 20% of the State's workers, is commtted to
providing safe, nutritious, high-quality, affordable, and
convenient agricultural products and services to Illinois
citizens. Conmpared with all other states, however, Illinois
faces a trenendous challenge to neet its needs for ongoing
adequat e research investnents that inprove human health while
protecting and enhanci ng its nat ur al resources and
environment. Wthout adequate State funding, the food and
agricultural sector faces the consequences of falling behind
in information, projects, and prograns affecting human |ives
and the demand for inproved nutrition, food quality, human
heal t h, and environnent.

Currently, the State's agricultural universities conduct
research that provides basic information about the structure
and function of food and agricultural systens. Al t hough
these agricultural institutions have a remarkable record of

contributions to an inproved food and agricultural sector,
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their research is significantly wunderfunded. The State's
Agricul tural Experinment Station, maintained as the food and
agricul tural research facilities and program of the
University of Illinois, ranks only 29th in state funding
anong the state agricultural experinent stations. Southern
II'linois University at Carbondale, Illinois State University,
and Western Illinois University also conduct food and

agricultural research but receive no State appropriated fund

al | ocati ons. Thi s under f undi ng represents a m ssed
opportunity for Illinois and places it in poor conpetitive
position wth other inportant agricultural states. The

State's consuners and producers reap high returns from
exi sting public investnent in food and agricul tural research,
wth a pretax return of 40% the highest anong publicly
supported research activities.

I1linois needs nechanisns that allow publicly supported
researchers to work closely wth farnmers, agribusiness,
consuners, conservationists, environnentalists, and other key
deci si on- makers. Toget her, t hese groups can identify
chal | enges and opportunities for researchers before they
conduct research and transfer the information and technol ogy.
This wll allow Illinois to retain its promnence as a
| eadi ng agricultural state.

The Illinois Council on Food and Agricultural Research
(G FAR is a statewde coalition conmmtted to funding
relevant and high-quality research and related outreach
prograns leading to profitable, consuner-sensitive, and
environnentally sound food and agricultural systenms. The
intent of this Act is to secure funds to support targeted
research initiatives so that Illinois will continue to neet
tonorrow s food and agricultural needs while wusing our
nat ural resources responsibly.

The General Assenbly of Illinois hereby:

(1) Identifies food and agricultural research as a
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critically inportant activity with great public benefits.
(2) Identifies t he State's agricul tural
universities responsible for basic, devel opnental, and
adaptive research related to the food and agricultural
sector; and
(3) Authorizes the expenditure of State funds to
enl arge, inprove, and sustain the publicly supported

progranms of food and agricultural research in Illinois.

(Source: P.A 89-182, eff. 7-19-95.)
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