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AN ACT in relation to children

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Child Care Act of 1969 is anended by

addi ng Section 7.3 as foll ows:

(225 I'LCS 10/ 7.3 new)

Sec. 7.3. Children placed by private child welfare

agency.

(a) If achild who is a ward of the Departnent is pl aced

by a private child welfare agency, the Departnent must verify

that the placenent has taken place and that the child resides

at the site of that placenent. If a child whois a ward of

the Departnent is transferred by a private child welfare

agency fromone placenent to another, the Departnent nust

verify that the transfer has taken place and that the child

resides at the site of the new placenent. The Departnent's

verification of an initial or transfer placenent nust include

a vVvisit to the placenent site by a Departnent enpl oyee. The

Departnent nust docunent each such verification in its

records.

(b) Before placing a child who is a ward of the

Departnent in a foster famly hone, a private child welfare

agency nust ascertain (i) whether any other children who are

wards of the Departnent have been placed in that hone and

(ii) whether every such child who has been placed in that

home continues to reside in that home, unless the <child has

been transferred to another placement or is no |longer a ward

of the Departnment. The agency nust keep a record of every

other child welfare agency that has placed such a child in

that foster famly hone; the record nust include the nane and

t el ephone nunber of a contact person at each such agency.
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(c) At least once every 30 days, a private child welfare

agency that places wards of the Departnent in foster famly

homes nust nmake a site visit to every such hone where it has

pl aced a ward. The purpose of the site visit is to verify

that the child continues to reside in that hone. The agency

must docunent the verification in its records. If a private

child wel fare agency fails to conply with the requirenents of

this subsection, the Departnent nust suspend all paynents to

the agency until the agency conpli es.

(d) The Departnent nust periodically (but no less often

than once every 6 nonths) review the child placenent records

of each private child welfare agency that places wards of the

Depart ment.

(e) If a child placed in a foster fanmly honme is

mssing, the foster parent nust promptly report that fact to

the Department or to the child welfare agency that pl aced the

child in the hone. If the foster parent fails to nake such a

report, the Departnment shall revoke the foster parent's

license to operate the foster famly hone.

(f) If aprivate child welfare agency deternines that a

ward of the Departnment whomit has placed in a foster famly

home no |l onger resides in that home, the agency nust pronptly

report that fact to the Departnent. |If the agency fails to

make such a report, the Departnent shall revoke the agency's

| i cense.

(g) The Departnent nust strive to account for the status

and wher eabouts of every one of its wards who it deternines

is not residing in the foster famly hone in which he or she

was pl aced.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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