093_HB3023 LRB093 10034 DRJ 10285 b

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

AN ACT in relation to public aid.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Public Ald Code is anended by
changing Sections 11-1, 11-4, 11-6, 11-7, 11-16, and 11-20.1

as foll ows:

(305 ILCS 5/11-1) (fromCh. 23, par. 11-1)

Sec. 11-1. No discrimnation). There shall be no
di scrimnation or denial of financial aid and social services
on account of the race, religion, color, national origin,

sex, marriage status, or political affiliation of any

applicant or recipient.

Where financial aid or social services are granted to
certain classes of persons under a programfor which federal
funds are available, nothing in this Section shall require
granting of financial aid or social services to other persons
where federal funds would not be available as to those other
per sons.

(Source: P.A 80-354.)

(305 ILCS 5/11-4) (fromCh. 23, par. 11-4)
Sec. 11-4. Applications; assi stance in maki ng
applications. An application for public assi stance or

recertification for public assistance shall be deened an

application for all such benefits to which any person may be
entitled except to the extent that the applicant expressly
declines in witing to apply for particular benefits and

identifies in witing by nane of benefit programthe benefits

that are declined. Upon filing an application, an applicant

must be qgiven a copy of his or her application with a cover

sheet identifying whether the applicant has applied for cash
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assi stance, nedi cal assi stance, or Food Stanp benefits, or

any conbination of those. Wthin 21 days after filing his or

her original application, an applicant nmay reguest assi stance

under addi ti onal prograns based on his or her origqginal

application date. The Illinois Departnent shall provide

information in witing about all benefits provided under this
Code to any person seeking public assistance. The Illinois
Departnment shall also provide information in witing and
orally to all applicants about an election to have financi al
aid deposited directly in a recipient's savings account or
checking account or in any electronic benefits account or
accounts as provided in Section 11-3.1, to the extent that
those elections are actually available, including information
on any progranms admnistered by the State Treasurer to
facilitate or encourage the distribution of financial aid by
direct deposit or electronic benefits transfer. The Illinois
Department shall determne the applicant's eligibility for
cash assistance, nedical assistance and food stanps unl ess
t he applicant expressly declines in witing to apply for
particular benefits. The I1llinois Departnment shall adopt
policies and procedures to facilitate tinely changes between
prograns that result fromchanges in categorical eligibility
factors.

The County departnents, |ocal governnmental units and the

I1linois Departnent shall not discourage persons from naking

applications for benefits and shall assist applicants for

public assistance to properly conplete their applications.
Such assistance shall include, but not be I|imted to,
assistance in securing evidence in support of their
eligibility.

(Source: P.A 88-232.)

(305 ILCS 5/11-6) (fromCh. 23, par. 11-6)

Sec. 11-6. Decisions on applications. Wthin 10 days
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after a decision is reached on an application, the applicant
shall be notified in witing of the decision. The Departnent
shall consider eligibility for, and the notice shall contain
a decision on, each of the follow ng assistance prograns for
which the client my be eligible based on the information
contained in the application: Tenporary Assistance to Needy
Fam lies, Medical Assistance, Ad to the Aged, Blind and
D sabl ed, General Assistance (in the Cty of Chicago), and
f ood st anps. No decision shall be required for any
assi stance programfor which the applicant has expressly
declined in witing to apply. If the applicant is determ ned
to be eligible, the notice shall include a statenent of the
anount of financial aid to be provided and a statenent of the

reasons for any partial grant anmounts. The witten notice

must include the calculations used by the Department to

arrive at its decision. If the applicant is determ ned

ineligible for any public assistance the notice shall include

the reason why the applicant is ineligible. The witten

notice nust include the cal cul ati ons used by the Departnent

to arrive at its decision. If the application for any public

assistance is denied, the notice shall include a statenent
defining the applicant's right to appeal the decision. The
II'linois Departnent, by rule, shall determne the date on
whi ch assi stance shall begin for applicants determ ned
eligible. That date may be no later than 30-days--after the
date of the application.

Under no circunmstances may any application be denied
solely to neet an application-processing deadline.

(Source: P.A 90-17, eff. 7-1-97.)

(305 ILCS 5/11-7) (fromCh. 23, par. 11-7)
Sec. 11-7. Notice of decisions to termnate aid -
determnation and notice of ot her medi cal assi st ance

avai l able - additional notice in cases of blind persons.
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The Departnent shall establish procedures for revi ew of

any case in which it proposes to ternmnate benefits for

reasons other than financial eligibility or the death of the

recipient to determine whether the proposed termnmnation

conplies with Departnent policies and procedures. After that

review and before issuing a notice of termnation, the

Departnent nust advise the recipient of the reason or reasons

for the proposed ternmination and offer the recipient an

opportunity to provide information regarding eligibility, to

show good cause for failure to conmply wth eligibility or

program requirements, and to bring hinself or herself into

conpliance with those requirenents. If the recipient shows

eligibility, good cause, or conpliance, the Departnent nay

not proceed with the terni nation process.

Whenever decision is made to termnate aid, the recipient
shall be notified in witing wwthin 10 days followng the
decision. The notice shall set out the specific reasons for
the termnation. In the case of a blind person, the notice
and statenment of reasons shall be sent whenever aid is
wi t hdrawn, suspended, revoked, or in any way changed.

The notice shall include a statenent defining t he
recipient's right to appeal.

Before any notice to termnate nedical assistance is
issued, the Illinois Departnent shall determ ne whether the
recipient is newly eligible for any other nedical assistance
offered by the Illinois Departnent. For all recipients found
eligible as a result of this determnation for other nedical
assistance offered by the Illinois Departnent, the Illinois
Departnent shall provide other nedical assistance effective
as of the date of the termnation of the prior nedica
assi st ance.

Before a notice to term nate cash assistance is isSsued,

the Departnent of Hunman Services nust deternm ne whether the

recipient is newy eligible for any other cash assistance
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offered by the Departnent. For all recipients found eliqgible

as a result of this determnation, the Departnent nust

provi de other cash assistance effective as of the date of the

term nation of the prior cash assi stance.

Before a notice to term nate cash assistance i s issued,

the Department of Human Services nust determ ne whether the

reci pi ent i s eligible for an increase in Food Stanp

assi stance due to the term nati on of cash assi stance. For al

recipients found eligible for a Food Stanp assi st ance

increase as a result of this determ nation, the Departnent

must provide increased Food Stanp assi stance effective as of

the date of the termination of the cash assi st ance.

(Source: P.A 87-630.)

(305 ILCS 5/11-16) (from Ch. 23, par. 11-16)

Sec. 11-16. Changes in grants; cancel | ati ons,
revocati ons, suspensi ons.

(a) Al grants of financial aid under this Code shall be
considered as frequently as nmay be required by the rules of
the 1llinois Departnent. The Departnment of Public A d shal
consider grants of financial aid to children who are eligible
under Article V of this Code at |east annually and shall take
into account those reports filed, or required to be filed,
pur suant to Sections 11-18 and 11-109. After such
i nvestigation as nmay be necessary, the anount and manner of
giving aid may be changed or the aid my be entirely
wi thdrawn if the County Departnent, |ocal governnental wunit,
or I11inois Depart ment finds t hat t he recipient's
circunstances have altered sufficiently to warrant such

action. Financial aid may at any tine be increased, reduced,

cancel ed, or revoked for cause or suspended for such period

as may be proper. At least 10 days before any change takes

effect, the recipient nust be notified in witing of the

i mpendi ng change in benefits and the reasons for the change.
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The witten notice nust include the cal cul ati ons used by the

Departnent to arrive at its decision

(b) \Whenever any such grant of financial aid is
cancel | ed, revoked, reduced, or term nated because of the

failure of the recipient to cooperate with the Departnent,

including but not Ilimted to the failure to keep an
appoi nt nent, attend a nmeet i ng, or produce proof or
verification of eligibility or need, the grant shall be
reinstated in full, retroactive to the date of the change in

or termnation of the grant, provided that within 10 working
days after the first day the financial aid would have been
avai l abl e, the recipient cooperates with the Departnent and
is not otherwise ineligible for benefits for the period in
question. This subsection (b) does not apply to sanctions
inmposed for the failure of any recipient to participate as
required in the child support enforcenent programor in any
educational, training, or enploynent programunder this Code
or any other sanction under Section 4-21, nor does this
subsecti on (b) apply to any cancellation, revocation,
reduction, termnation, or sanction inposed for the failure
of any recipient to cooperate in the nonthly reporting
process or the quarterly reporting process.

(Source: P.A 91-357, eff. 7-29-99; 92-597, eff. 6-28-02.)

(305 ILCS 5/11-20.1) (fromCh. 23, par. 11-20.1)

Sec. 11-20.1. Enploynent; Rights of reci pi ent and
obligations of Illinois Departnment when recipients becone
enpl oyed; Assistance when a recipient has enploynent or
earned i ncome or both.

(a) When a recipient reports enploynent or earned
i ncone, or both, or the Illinois Departnent otherw se |earns
of a recipient's enploynent or earned incone, or both, the
[I'linois Departnment shall provide the recipient wth:

(1) An explanation of how the earned income wll
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affect the recipient's eligibility for a grant, and
whet her the recipient must engage in additional work
activities to meet t he recipient's nonthly work
activities requirenent and what types of activities my
be approved for that purpose, and whether the enpl oynent
is sufficient to cause nonths of continued receipt of a
grant not to be counted against the recipient's lifetine
eligibility limt.

(2) An explanation of the W rk Pays budgeting
process, and an explanation of how the first nonth's
incone on a new job wll be projected, and how the
reci pient should report the new job to avoid t he
Department overestimating the first nonth's incone.

(3) An explanation of how the earned inconme wll
affect the recipient's eligibility for food stanps,
whether the recipient wll continue to receive food
stanps, and, if so, the anobunt of food stanps.

(4) The names and t el ephone nunbers of al
caseworkers to whomthe recipient's case or cases are
assigned or wll be transferred, an explanation of which
type of case each worker wll be handling, and the
effective date of the transfer.

(5 An expl anati on of t he recipient's
responsibilities to report i ncome and househol d
ci rcunst ances, the process by which quarterly reporting
forme are sent to recipients, where and to whomthe
reports should be returned, the deadline by which reports
must be returned, instructions on how to fill out the
reports, an explanation of what the recipient should do
if he or she does not receive the form advice on how to
prove the report was returned by the recipient such as by
keeping a copy, and an explanation of the effects of
failure to file reports.

(6) If the recipient will <continue to receive a
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grant, an explanation of the recipient's new fiscal nonth
and a statenent as to when the recipient will receive his
or her grant.

(7) An explanation of Kidcare, Famly Assist,

Famly Care, and the 12 nonth extension of nedical

assistance that 1is available when a grant is cancelled
due to earned incone.

(8) An explanation of the nedical assistance the
person may be eligible for when the 12 nonth extension
expires and how to request or apply for it.

(9) An explanation of the availability of a child
care subsidy to all famlies below the <child care
assistance programs inconme limt, howto apply for the
benefit through the Child Care Resource and Referral or
site-adm nistered child care programor both, the nature
of the child care programis sliding scale co-paynents,
the availability of the 10% earned inconme disregard in
determining eligibility for child care assistance and the
anount of the parent co-paynent, the right to use the
subsidy for either licensed or |icense exenpt |egal care,
and the availability of benefits when the parent is
engaged in an education and training program

(10) (Bl ank).

(11) (Bl ank).

(11a) (Bl ank).

(12) (Bl ank).

(13) An explanation of the availability of paynent
for initial expenses of enploynent and how to request or
apply for it.

(14) An explanation of the job retention conponent
and how to participate in it, and an explanation of the
recipient's eligibility to receive supportive services to
participate in education and training prograns while

wor ki ng.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

W W W W W NN N NDNNDNDRNDNNR P P R B R R B R R
N W N P O © 0 N O 00 & W N B O © 0 N 0o o0 M W N B O

- 9- LRB093 10034 DRJ 10285 b

(15) A statenent of the types of assistance that
will be provided to the person automatically or continued
and a statenent of the types of assistance for which the
person nust apply or reapply.

(16) If the recipient will not continue to receive
a cash grant and the recipient has assigned his or her
right to <child support to the Illinois Departnent, an
explanation of the recipient's right to continue to
recei ve child support enf or cenent servi ces, t he
recipient's right to have all current support paid after
grant cancell ation forwarded pronptly to the recipient,
the procedures by which child support will be forwarded,
and the procedures by which the recipient wll be
informed of the collection and distribution of child
support.

(17) An explanation of the availability of paynents
if the recipient experiences a decrease in or |oss of
earned inconme during a calendar quarter as to which the
monthly grant was previously budgeted based upon the
hi gher incone.

(18) If the recipient will not continue to receive
a cash grant, an explanation of the procedures for
reappl ying for cash assistance if the person experiences
a decrease in or |loss of earned incone.

(19) An explanation of the earned inconme tax credit
and the procedures by which it nay be obtained and the
rules for disregarding it in determning eligibility for
and the amount of assistance.

(20) An explanation of the education and training

opportunities available to recipients.

(b) The information listed in subsection (a) shal

be provided to the recipient on an individual basis during an
in-person neeting wth a representative of the Illinois

Department. The individual in-person neeting shall be held
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at a time which does not conflict with the recipient's work
schedule within 30 days of the date the recipient begins
wor ki ng. If the recipient inforns the Illinois Departnent
that an in-person neeting would be inconvenient, the Illinois
Departnent may provide the information during a hone visit,
by telephone, or by mail wthin 30 days of the date the
reci pi ent begi ns working, whichever the client prefers.

(c) At the conclusion of the neeting described in
subsection (b), the Illinois Departnent shall ensure that al
case transfers and cal cul ati ons of benefits necessitated by
the recipient's enploynent or receipt of earned incone have
been perforned, that applications have been made or provided
for all benefits for which the person nust apply or reapply,
and that the person has received paynent for initial expenses
of enpl oynment.

(Source: P.A 91-331, eff. 7-29-99.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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