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AN ACT concerning confidential internediaries.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Adoption Act is anended by changing

Sections 18.2, 18.3a, and 18.4 as foll ows:

(750 ILCS 50/18.2) (from Ch. 40, par. 1522.2)
Sec. 18.2. Fornmns.
(a) The form of t he Birth Parent Registration
| dentification Formshall be substantially as foll ows:
Bl RTH PARENT REG STRATI ON | DENTI FI CATI ON
(I'nsert all known information)
I, ..... , State that | amthe ...... (mother or father) of

the follow ng child:

Child' s original nanme: ..... (first) ..... (mddle) .....
(last), ..... (hour of birth), ..... (date of
birth), ..... (city and state of birth), ..... (nanme

of hospital).

Father's full name: ...... (first) ...... (mddle) .....
(last), ..... (date of birth), ..... (city and state
of birth).

Nane of nother inserted on birth certificate: .....

(first) ..... (mddle) ..... (last), ..... (race),
..... (date of birth), ...... (city and state of
birth).
That | surrendered ny child to: ............. (nanme of
agency), ..... (city and state of agency),  .....

(approxi mate date child surrendered).

That | placed ny child by private adoption: ..... (date),
...... (city and state).

Nanme of adoptive parents, if known: ......

O her identifying information: .....
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(date) (printed nanme of parent)

(b) The form of the Adopt ed Per son Regi stration

| dentification shall be substantially as foll ows:

ADOPTED PERSON
REG STRATI ON | DENTI FI CATI ON
(I'nsert all known information)

..... , State the foll ow ng:

Adopt ed Person's present nane: ..... (first) .....
(mddle) ..... (last).

Adopted Person's nanme at birth (if known): ..... (first)
..... (mddle) ..... (last), ..... (birth date),
..... (city and state of birth), ...... (sex), .....
(race).

Nane of adoptive father: ..... (first) ..... (m ddl e)
..... (last), ..... (race).

Mai den nanme of adoptive nother: ..... (first) .....
(mddle) ..... (last), ..... (race).

Nane of birth nmother (if known): ..... (first) .....
(mddle) ..... (last), ..... (race).

Nane of birth father (if known): ..... (first) .....
(mddle) ..... (last), ..... (race).

Nane(s) at birth of sibling(s) having a common birth

parent wth adoptee (if known): ..... (first) .....
(mddle) ..... (last), ..... (race), and nane of
common birth parent: ..... (first) ..... (m ddl e)
..... (last), ..... (race).

was adopted through: ..... (nanme of agency).

was adopted privately: ..... (state "yes" if known).

was adopted in ..... (city and state), ..... (appr oxi mat e

date).

O her identifying information: .............
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(dat e) (printed nanme of adoptee)

(c) The form of the Surrendered Person Registration

| dentification shall be substantially as foll ows:

SURRENDERED PERSON REG STRATI ON
| DENTI FI CATI ON
(I'nsert all known information)
..... , State the foll ow ng:
Surrendered Person's present name: ..... (first) .....
(mddle) ..... (last).

Surrendered Person's nane at birth (if known): .....

(first) ..... (mddle) ..... (last), ..... (birth
date), ..... (city and state of birth), ......
(sex), ..... (race).

Nane of guardian father: ..... (first) ..... (m ddl e)
..... (last), ..... (race).

Mai den name of guardian nother: ..... (first) .....
(mddle) ..... (last), ..... (race).

Nane of birth nmother (if known): ..... (first) .....
(mddle) ..... (last) ..... (race).

Nane of birth father (if known): ..... (first) .....
(mddle) ..... (last), ..... (race).

Nane(s) at birth of sibling(s) having a common birth

parent wth surrendered person (if known): .....

(first) ..... (mddle) ..... (last), ..... (race),
and nanme of common birth parent: ..... (first) .....
(mddle) ..... (last), ..... (race).
was surrendered for adoption to: ..... (nanme of agency).
was surrendered for adoptionin ..... (city and state),

..... (approxi mate date).

O her identifying information: ............
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(signature of surrendered person)
(date) (printed name of person

surrendered for adoption)

(d) The formof the Informati on Exchange Authorization
shall be substantially as foll ows:
| NFORMATI ON EXCHANGE AUTHORI ZATI ON
I, ..... , State that | amthe person who conpleted the
Regi stration Identification; that | amof the age of .....
years; that | hereby authorize the Departnent of Public
Health to give to ny (birth parent) (birth si bl i ng)
(surrendered chil d) t he foll ow ng (pl ease check the
i nformati on authorized for exchange):
[ 1] 1. Only ny nane and | ast known address.
[ 1 2. Acopy of ny Illinois Adoption Registry
Appl i cation.
[ ] 3. A copy of the original certificate of |ive
birth.
| am fully aware that | can only be supplied wth any
informati on about ny (birth par ent) (birth si bling)
(surrendered child) if such person has duly executed an
| nf ormati on Exchange Aut horization for such information which
has not been revoked; that | can be contacted by witing to:
..... (own nanme or nane of person to contact) (address)
(phone nunber).

Dated (insert date).

{ vt t ness) (signature)

(e) The formof the Denial of Information Exchange shal
be substantially as foll ows:
DENI AL OF | NFORVATI ON EXCHANGE
I, ..... , State that | amthe person who conpleted the

Regi stration ldentification; that | amof the age of .....
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years; that | hereby instruct the Departnment of Public Health
not to give any identifying information about me to ny (birth
parent) (birth sibling) (surrendered child); that | do not
w sh to be contacted.

Dated (insert date).

{ W+ t ness) (signature)

(f) The I nformati on Exchange Authorization and the
Deni al of Infornmation Exchange shall be acknow edged by the
birth parent, birth sibling, adopted or surrendered person,
adoptive parent, or |egal guardian before a notary public, in
formsubstantially as foll ows:

State of ..............
County of .............

|, a Notary Public, in and for the said County, in the
State aforesaid, do hereby certify that ...............
personally known to ne to be the sane person whose nane is
subscri bed to the foregoing certificate of acknow edgenent,
appeared before nme in person and acknow edged that (he or
she) signed such certificate as (his or her) free and
voluntary act and that the statements in such certificate are
true.

G ven under ny hand and notarial seal on (insert date).

(signature)

(g) \Wen the execution of an Information Exchange
Aut horization or a Denial of Information Exchange IS
acknowl edged before a representative of an agency, such
representative shall have his signature on said Certificate
acknow edged before a notary public, in formsubstantially as
fol |l ows:
State of..........

County of.........
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I, a Notary Public, in and for the said County, in the
State aforesaid, do hereby certify that ..... personal |y
known to ne to be the sanme person whose nane is subscribed to
the foregoing certificate of acknow edgenent, appeared before
me in person and acknow edged that (he or she) signed such
certificate as (his or her) free and voluntary act and that
the statenments in such certificate are true.

G ven under ny hand and notarial seal on (insert date).

(signature)

(h) Wen an 1Illinois Adoption Registry Application,
| nf ormati on Exchange Aut horization or a Denial of Information
Exchange 1is executed in a foreign country, the execution of
such docunent shall be acknowl edged or affirmed before an
officer of the United States consul ar servi ces.

(1) If the person signing an Information Exchange
Aut hori zation or a Denial of Information is in the mlitary
service of the United States, the execution of such docunent
may be acknow edged before a comm ssioned officer and the
signature of such officer on such certificate shall be
verified or acknow edged before a notary public or by such
other procedure as is then in effect for such division or
branch of the arned forces.

(Jj) The Departnent shall nodify these forns as necessary
to inplenent the provisions of this anendatory Act of 1999
including creating Registration ldentification Fornms for
non-surrendered birth siblings, adoptive parents and | egal
guar di ans.

(Source: P.A 91-357, eff. 7-29-99; 91-417, eff. 1-1-00.)

(750 I'LCS 50/18.3a) (fromCh. 40, par. 1522. 3a)

Sec. 18.3a. Confidential intermediary. (a) GCeneral

pur poses. Notwi thstanding any other provision of this Act,

any adopted person 21 years of age or over, any adoptive
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parent or |egal guardian of an adopted person under the age

of 21, or any birth parent of an adopted person who is 21

vears of age or over may petition the court in any county in

the State of Illinois for appointnent of a confidential

internediary as provided in this Section for the purpose of

exchanging nedical information wth one or nore nutually

consenti ng bi ol oqgi cal relatives, obtaining identifying

i nformati on about one or nore nutually consenting bioloqical

rel atives, or arranging contact wth one or nore nutually

consenting biological relatives. Additionally, in cases where

an adopted or surrendered person is deceased, an adult child

of the adopted or surrendered person may file a petition

under this Section and in cases where the birth parent is

deceased, an adult birth sibling of the adopted person or of

the deceased birth parent may file a petition under this

Section for the purpose of exchanging nedical i nformati on

with one or nore nutually consenting biological relatives,

obtaining identifying informati on about one or nore nutually

consenting biologqgical rel atives, or arranging contact with

one or nore nmutually consenting biological relatives.

(b) Petition. Upon petition by an adopted person 21

vears of age or over, an adoptive parent or |eqgal guardi an of

an adopted person under the age of 21, or a birth parent of

an adopted person who is 21 vears of age or over, the court

shall appoint a confidential internediary. Upon petition by

an adult child of an adopted person who i s deceased or by an

adult birth sibling of an adopted person whose birth parent

is deceased or by an adult sibling of a birth parent who is

deceased, the court nay appoint a confidential internmediary

if the court finds that the disclosure is of greater benefit

t han nondi scl osure. The petition shall state which bi ol ogical

relative or relatives are being sought and shall indicate if

the petitioner wants to do any one or nore of the follow ng:

exchange nedical information with the biological relative or
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relatives, obtain identifying information fromthe biol ogica

relative or relatives, or to arrange contact wth the

bi ol ogical relative

(c) Oder. The order appoi nti ng t he confidenti al

internediary shall allow that internediary to conduct a

search for the sought-after relative by accessing those

records described in subsection (g) of this Section.

(d) Fees and expenses. The «court shall condition the

appoi ntnent of the confidenti al i nternedi ary on t he

petitioner's paynent of the internediary's fees and expenses

in advance of the comencenent of the wor k of t he

confidential internediary.

(e) Eligibility of internediary. The court nmay appoint

as confidenti al internediary either an enployee of the

Il1linois Departnent of Chi | dren and Fam |y Ser vi ces

designated by the Departnent to serve as such, any other

person certified by the Departnent as qualified to serve as a

confidential internediary, or any enployee of a |licensed

child welfare agency certified by the agency as qualified to

serve as a confidential internediary. Certification shall be

dependent upon the confidential internediary conpleting a

course of training including, but not linmted to, applicable

federal and State privacy | aws.

(f) Confidential Internediary Council. There shall be

established under the Departnent of Children and Famly

Services a Confidential Internediary Advisory Council. One
menber shall be an attorney representing the Attorney
Ceneral's Ofice appointed by the Attorney GCeneral. One
nenber shal | be a_ currently certified confidential

internedi ary appointed by the Director of the Departnent of

Children and Famly Services. The Director shall also
appoi nt 5 addi ti onal menber s. VWhen maki ng t hose
appoi ntnents, the Director shall consider advocates for

adopt ed persons, adoptive parents, birth parents, | awers who
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represent clients in private adoptions, | awers specializing

in privacy |law, and representatives of agencies involved in

adopti ons. The Director shall appoint one of the 7 nenbers

as the chairperson. An attorney from the Departnent of

Chi | dren and Famly Services and the person directly

responsible for adm nistering the confidential internediary

program shall serve as ex-officio, non-voting advisors to the

Counci | . Counci | menbers shall serve at the discretion of

the Director and shall receive no conpensation other than

reasonabl e expenses approved by the Director. The Counci

shal | meet no less than twice vearly, and shall make

recommendations to the Director regardi ng the devel opnent of

rules, procedures, and forns that will ensure efficient and

effective operation of the confidential internediary process,

(1) Standards for certification for confidential

i nternmedi ari es.

(2) Oversight of nethods wused to verify that

internediaries are conplying with the appropriate | aws.

(3) Training for confidenti al i nternedi ari es,

including training with respect to federal and State

privacy | aws.

(4) The rel ati onship bet ween confidenti al

internediaries and the court system i ncl udi ng t he

devel opnent of sanple orders defining the scope of the

i nternmedi ari es' access to i nformati on.

(5) Any recent violations of policy or procedures

by confidenti al internediaries and renedial steps,

i ncludi ng decertification, to prevent future violations.

(g) Access. Subject tothe limtations of subsection

(i) of this Section, the confidential internediary shall have

access to vital records nmintained by the Departnent of

Public Health and its | ocal designees for the nmi ntenance of

vi t al records and all records of the court or any adoption
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agency, public or private, which relate to the adoption or

the identity and |ocation of an adopted person, of an adult

child of a deceased adopted person, or of a birth parent,

birth sibling, or the sibling of a deceased birth parent.

The confidential internediary shall not have access to any

personal health information protected by the Standards for

Privacy of Individually Identifiable Health | nformati on

adopted by the U S. Departnent of Health and Human Servi ces

under the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act

of 1996 unless the confidenti al internediary has obtained

witten consent from the person whose information i s being

sought or, if that personis a mnor child, that person's

parent or guardi an. Confidential internediaries shall be

authorized to inspect confidenti al reli nqui shnent and

adoption records. The confidential internediary shall not be

authorized to access nedical records, financial records,

credit records, banking records, hone studies, attorney file

records, or other personal records. In cases where a birth

parent i s being sought, an adoption agency shall inform the

confidenti al internediary of any statenent filed pursuant to

Section 18.3 indicating a desire of the surrendering birth

parent to have identifying infornation shared or to not have

identifying information shared. If there was a cl ear

statenent of intent by the sought-after birth parent not to

have identifying infornmation shar ed, t he confidenti al

internediary shall di scontinue the search and informthe

petitioning party of the sought-after relative's intent.

Addi ti onal i nformati on pr ovi ded to t he confidenti al

internedi ary by an adopti on agency shall be restricted to the

full nane, date of birth, place of birth, | ast known address,

and | ast known tel ephone nunber of the sought-after relative

or, if applicable, of the <children or siblings of the

sought-after relative.

(h) Adoption agency di scl osure of medi cal
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i nf ormati on. If the petitioner is an adult adopted person or

the adoptive parent of a mnor and if the petitioner has

signed a witten authorization to disclose personal nedi cal

informati on, an adopti on agency disclosing infornation to a

confidenti al internediary shall disclose avail able nedica

informati on about the adopted person from birth through

(i) Duties of confidential internediary in conducting a

search. In conducting a search under this Section, the

confidenti al internediary shall first confirmthat there is

no Denial of Informati on Exchange on file with the 1llinois

Adoption Reqgistry. If the petitioner is an adult child of an

adopt ed person who i s deceased, the confidential internediary

shall additionally confirmthat the adopted person did not

file a Denial of Information Exchange wth the Illinois

Adoption Reqistry during his or her life. If the petitioner

is an adult birth sibling of an adopted person or an adult

sibling of a birth parent who is deceased, the confidential

internediary shall additionally confirmthat the birth parent

did not file a Denial of Information Exchange with the

Regi stry during his or her life. If the confidential

internediary learns that a sought-after birth parent signed a

statenent indicating his or her intent not to have

identifying information shared, and did not later file an

| nfornati on Exchange Aut hori zati on with t he Adopti on

Registry, the confidential internediary shall discontinue the

search and informthe petitioning party of the birth parent's

i ntent.

| n conducti ng a search under this Section, the

confidenti al internediary shall attenpt to | ocat e t he

relative or relatives fromwhomthe petitioner has requested

information. If the sought-after relative is deceased or

cannot be located after a diligent search, the confidenti al

internediary may contact adult biol ogi cal relatives of the
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1 sought-after relative.

2 The confidenti al i nternedi ary shal | cont act a
3 sought-after relative on behalf of the petitioner in a manner
4 that respects the sought-after relative's privacy and shal
5 inform the sought-after relative of the petitioner's request
6 for nedical information, identifying information or contact
7 as stated in the petition. Based upon the terns of the
8 petitioner's request, the confidential internediary shal
9 contact a sought-after relative on behalf of the petitioner

10 and inform the sought-after relative of the foll ow ng

12 (1) The sought-after relative may totally reject one or
13 all of the requests for nmedical information, identifying
14 information or contact. The sought-after relative shall be
15 infornmed that they can provide a nedical questionnaire to be
16 forwarded to the petitioner without releasing any identifying
17 information. The confidential internediary shall informthe
18 petitioner of the sought-after relative's decision to reject
19 the sharing of information or contact.

20 (2) The sought-after relative may consent to conpl eting
21 a nedical questionnaire only. In this case, the confidential
22 internediary shall provide the questionnaire and ask the
23 sought-after relative to conplete it. The confidenti al
24 internediary shall forward the conpleted questionnaire to the
25 petitioner and inform the petitioner of the sought-after
26 relative's desire to not provide any additional infornmation.
27 (3) The sought-after relative may communicate wth the
28 petitioner wthout having his or her identity disclosed. In
29 this case, the confidential internediary shall arrange the
30 desired communication in a manner that protects the identity
31 of the sought-after relative. The confidential internediary
32 shall inform the petitioner of the sought-after relative's
33 decision to conmmunicate but not disclose his or her identity.

34 (4) The sought after relative may consent to initiate
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contact with the petitioner. |If both the petitioner and the

sought-after relative or relatives are eligible to reqister

with t he Illinois Adoption Registry, the confidential

internedi ary shall provide the necessary application forns

and request that the sought-after relative register with the

I1linois Adoption Registry. If either the petitioner or the

sought-after relative or relatives are ineligible to reqister

with t he Illinois Adoption Registry, the confidential

internediary shall obtain witten consents fromboth parties

that they wish to disclose their identities to each other and

to have contact with each ot her

(1) GCath. The confidential internmediary shall sign an

oath of confidentiality substantially as foll ows: "1,

.......... , being duly sworn, on oath depose and say: As a

condition of appointnent as a confidenti al internedi ary, |

affirmthat:

(1) | wll not disclose to the petitioner, directly

or indirectly, any confidential infornmation except in a

manner consi stent with the | aw

(2) | recognize that violation of this oat h

subjects ne to civil liability and to a potential finding

of contenpt of court. ... .. ... . ...

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before ne, a Notary Public, on

(insert date)

(k) Sanctions.

(1) Any confidential internediary who inproperly

di scl oses confidenti al i nf ornati on i dentifying a

sought-after relative shall be liable to the sought-after

relative for danages and nay al so be found in contenpt of

(2) Any person who learns a sought-after relative's

identity, directly or indirectly, through the use of

procedures provided in this Section and who inproperly
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di scl oses information i dentifying t he sought -after

relative shall be liable to the sought-after relative for

actual danmges plus nm ni num punitive damages of $10, 000.

(3) The Departnment shall fine any confidential

internedi ary who i mproperly di scl oses confidenti al

information in violation of item (1) or (2) of this

subsection (k) an anobunt up to $2,000 per inproper

disclosure. This fine does not affect civil liability

under item (2) of this subsection (k). The Department

shall deposit all fines and penalties collected under

this Section into the 1llinois Adoption Registry and

Medi cal | nformati on Fund.

() Death of person being sought. Notw thstanding any

other provision of this Act, if the confidential internediary

di scovers that the person being sought has died, he or she

shall report this fact to the court, along with a copy of the

death certificate.

(m Any confidential information obt ai ned by t he

confidenti al internediary during the course of his or her

search shall be kept strictly confidential and shall be used

for the purpose of arrangi ng contact between the petitioner

and the sought-after birth relative. At the tine the case is

cl osed, all identifying infornmation shall be returned to the

court for inclusion in the inpounded adoption file.

(n) If the petitioner is an adopted person 21 vyears of

age or over or the adoptive parent or | egal guardi an of an

adopted person under the age of 21, any non-identifying

information, as defined in Section 18.4, that is ascertai ned

during the course of the search may be given in witing to

the petitioner before the case is cl osed.

(0) Except as provided in subsection (k) of this

Section, no liability shall accrue to the State, any State

agency, any judge, any officer or enployee of the court, any

certified confidential internediary, or any agency desi gnated
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to oversee confidential internediary services for acts,

om ssions, or efforts nmade in good faith within the scope of

this Section.

(a)--CGeneral - - - pur poses: - - - - Not wt t hst andi ng- - - any- - - ot her
pfr ovi st on- - of - t hi s- Act ; - any- adopt ed- per son- over - t he- age- of - 24
of - any- adopt t ve- par ent - or - | egal - guar di an- of - an- adeopt ed- per son
under - t he- age- of - 21- may- peti tt on-t he- eourt - f of - appot nt rent - of
a-conftdenttal -t nterrnediary-as- provi ded-t n-this--Seetton--for
t he- - pur pose- of - obt at ni hg- from one-or - bot h-birt h- parents-or-a
st bting--or--siblings--of--the--adopted--person---information
€oneernt ng- - - -t he- - - - baekground- - - of - - - a- - - psyechol ogi eal - - - or
genett ecal l y- based- nedt eal - pr obl em exper i enced- or - whi eh- pay- be
expeet ed-t o- be- expert enced--tn--the--future--by--the--adopted
per son- or - obt at nt ng- assi st ance-t n-treatt ng-suech- a- problem

(b)--Petttion:---The--court--shall-appotnt-a-confidential
t At er nedi ary- f oF - t he- pur poses- desert bed-t n-subseetion-(f)--+#
the- petitioner-shows-the-foll ow ng:

(1) --the--adopted--person--ts--suftfertng--or--nay-be
expeected-to-suffer-in-the-future-froma--tife-threatening
or--substantially--tnecapaettattng- physteal-itlness-of-any
nat ure; - - of - - a- - - psycheoel ogt eal - - - di st ur banee- - -whiteh---ts
substanttal ly-t neapacttatt ng-but-net-life-threatentng;-or
a--nental--tllness--whieh;--tn-the-opt At on- of - a- physt et an
lteensed-to-practiece-nedieine-tn-all-its-braneches;-ts--of
coul d- be- genetteal l y- based-t o- a- st gni ft eant - degr ee:

(2)--the--treatnent--of--the--adopted-person;-in-the
opt At on- of - a- physt et an-tt eensed-t o- practt ce- - redi et ne--tn
atl--of--itts--branches;--woul d--be-matertally-asststed-by
t nf or mat + on- obt at nabl e-from t he- bt rt h- - parent s- - of - - it ght
beneftt--from-the--provistion--of--organs-or- ot her-bodily
tissues;-rmatertals;-or-fluids-by--the--birth--parents--eor
ot her - el ose- bt ol ogit cal -rel att ves: - and

(3)--there---its---netther--an--1nftormtion--Exehange

Aut hor t zat t+ on- nor - a- bent al - of - | nf or rat | on- Exehange--fi 1} ed
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tn-the- Regi stry- as- provi ded-t n- Seett on- 18- 1

The--affidavit--or--testipny--of--the-treattng- phystetan
shal | - be- eonel ust ve- on-the-t ssue-of -the--uttlity--of--contact
wth--the--birth--parents--unless--the--court--finds-that-the
Fel att onshi p- between--the--tllness--to--be--treated--and--the
al l eged- need-for-contact-is-totally-wthout-foundatton:

{e)--Fees--and--expenses:---The-court-shall-conditton-the
appet nt rent - of -t he- conf i dent t al - + nt er redt ary- on- - t he- - paynent
of --the- -t nter nedt ary-s- - f ees- and- expenses-t n- advanee; - unk ess
t he-t nt er nredt ary-wai ves-the-ri ght-to-full - advanee- paynent - - of
to-any-ret pbursenent-at-atl-

(y--Elitgibitlity--of-internediary---The-court - ray- appot at
as--conftdenttal--tnternediary--etther--an--enployee--of--the
Lt nots--Departnent--of---Children---and---Fantly---Serviees
dest gnat ed- - by- -t he- - Depart rent - -t ©- - serve- as- sueh; - any- ot her
person-certifted-by-the-Departrnent-as-qualified-to-serve-as-a
conftdenttal -t nternedtary;-of--any--enployee--of--a--tieensed
ehild--welfare-ageney-certifted-by-the-ageney-as-qualified-teo
serve-as-a-confidential-tnterrmediary-

{e)--Aeceess: - - Not wt t hst andt ng- any- ot her - pr ovi st on- of - | av
the--confidential--internediary--shall--have--aecess--to--all
Fecords-of -t he- court - of - any- ageney; - publt €- or - pri vat e; - - whi €h
Felate--to--the--adoption-or-the-tdentity-and-}ocatton-of-any
bt rt h- parent -

(f)--Purposes-of-contact:---The-confidenttal--tnternediary
has- enl y-t he- f ol | ot ng- pover s- and- dut t es:

(1)--To--contact--one--or-both-birth-parents;-inform

t he- parent - o - par ent s- of - t he- bast €- nedi cal - probl em of - t he

adopt ed- person- and- -t he- - nature--of - -t he- -t nf or mat t on- - or

asst st ance- -sought--fromthe-birth-parent;-and-tnformthe
par ent - or - parents- of - t he- f ol | owk ng- opt i ons:

(A)--The-birth-parent-ray--totally--rejeet--the

Feguest - - f or - asst st ance- of - | nf or mat + on; - or - bot h; - and

ne- dt set osure-of -t denttty-or -l ocatt on-shal } - be- - rade
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to-the-petitioner-
(B)--The--birth--parent-rmay-file-an-Information
Exehange- Aut hort zat t on- as- pr ovi ded-+ h- Seett on- - 18- 1-
The--confidential--internediary-shall-explatn-to-the
bt rt h- parent -t he- - eonsequences- - of - -suech--a--ftling;
tnetudi ng--that--the-birth-parent-s-identity-wiltl-be
avat | abl e- for - di scovery- by-t he- - adopt ed- - person---H#
the---birth---parent--agrees--to--this--optton;--the
confidenttial-tnterrnediary-shall--supply--the--parent
wtt h-t he- appr oprt at e- f of ns; - shal | - be- r esponst bl e- f or
thetr--itnnediate-filing-wth-the-Registry;-and-shall
tnformthe-petttioner-of-thetr-filtng:-
(S --tf-the-birth-parent-wi shes-to-provide--the
t nf of Mat + on- - oF - - asst st anee- sought - but - dees- not - w sh
his-of--her--tdentity--diselosed;--the--confidenttal
tnt er redi ary-shal l - arrange-for -t he- di sel osure- of - t he
tnformatt on- - or- -t he- - provi st on- - of - assi st anee-t n-as
conft dentt al - a- ranner - as- posst bl e- so-as- -t o- - pr ot ect
the--privaey--of--the--btrth-parent-and-nt ntat ze-t he
lt ket t hood- - of - - di sel osure--of--the--bitrth--parent-s
tdenttty:
(2)--tf-a-birth-parent-so-desires;-to-arrange-for--a
confidenttal -conmrunicatton-with-the-treati ng- physietan-teoe
fdi seuss---the--need--for--the--requested--informatton--or
asst st ance:
(3)--tf--a--btrth--parent--agrees--to--provide---the
i nf or mat + on- - of - - assi st anee- sought - but - wi shes-to- mat ntak n
hi s- or - her- privaey; -t o- arrange-for-t he- provi st on--of - -t he
t nf or mat t on- - - OF - - - asst st anee- -t o- -t he- - phystetan--t n--as
conft dentt al - a- ranner - as- posst bl e-so-as--to--protect--the
privaey--of--the-birth- parent-and-nt ni ntze-the-ti kelt hood
of -disel osure-of -the-birth-parent-s-tdentity-

(g)--OCath:--The-contidenttal-tnterredtary-shall--sign--an

oat h-of -confidenttality-substantially-as-foellews:
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“t;-::::::::::5;-betng-dul y- sworn; - on- oat h- depose- and
say:---As--a--condition--of-appotnt nent - as- a- eonfidenti al
tnternediary;-t-affitrmthat:

(1)--t-wll-pnot-diseclose-to-the-petitioner;-directly
of-tndireetty;-any--tnforratt on--about--the--tdentity--or
locatt on- - of - -t he- - bt rt h- par ent - wheose- asst st anee-t s- bet ng
sought - f or - nedt cal - r easons- exeept - + n- a- MAAANEF - - €ONSE St ent
whth-the-|aw

(2)--1---recognize---that--violation--of--this--oath
subj eets-ne-to-ctvil-liabtlity--and--to--being--found--in
cont enpt - of - eourt:

SUBSCRI BED- - AND- SWORN- t o- bef or e- ne; - a- Not ary- Publ t €;
on- (i nsert-date)-

{h)--Sanett ons:

(1)--Any-confidenttial--internediary--who--inproperly
di sel oses-it nformati on-it dentt fyi ng-a- bt rth- parent-shall-be
ltable--to--the--birth-parent-for-danages- and- nay- al so- be
found-i n- cont enpt - of - court -

(2)--Any--person--who--learns---a---btrth---parent-s
tdentity;--direectly--or--tndireetly;--through--the-use-of
pr ocedur es- pr ovi ded-t n-t hi s- Seet t on- - and- - who- -+ Aproperty
di sel oses- -t nformation-tdenttfyi ng-the-birt h- parent-shalt
be-ttable-to-the-birth-parent--for--actual--dannges--plus
it AE UM punt t i ve- danages- of - $10; 000-

(t)--DPeath--of--birth--parent:--Notwthst andi ng- any- ot her

proviston-of--this--Act;--itf--the--confidential--internediary
dt seovers--that--the--person--whose- - asst st ance- t s- sought - has
di ed; - he- or-she-shall -report-this-faet-to--the--court;--along
Wkt h- a- copy-of -t he-death-certifieate:

(Source: P.A 91-357, eff. 7-29-99; 91-417, eff. 1-1-00.)

(750 I'LCS 50/18.4) (from Ch. 40, par. 1522.4)
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Sec. 18.4. (a) The agency, Departnent of Children and
Fam |y Services, Court Supportive Services, Juvenile D vision
of the Crcuit Court, or the Probation Oficers of the
Crcuit Court involved in the adoption proceedings shall give

in witing the following non-identifying information, if

known, to the adoptive parents not later than the date of
pl acenent wth the petitioning adoptive parents: (i) age of
bi ol ogi cal parents; (ii) their race, religion and ethnic
background; (iii) general physical appearance of biol ogical
parents; (iv) their education, occupation, hobbies, interests
and talents; (v) existence of any other children born to the
bi ol ogi cal parents; (vi) informati on about bi ol ogi cal
grandparents; reason for emgrating into the United States,
if applicable, and country of origin; (vii) relationship
bet ween bi ol ogi cal parents; and (viii) detailed nedical and
mental health histories of the child, the biological parents,

and their imrediate relatives; and (ix) the actual date and

place of birth of the adopted per son. However , no

i nformati on provi ded under this subsection shall disclose the
name or |ast known address of the biological parents,
grandparents, the siblings of the biological parents, the

adopted person, or any other relative of the adopted person.

(b) Any adoptee 18 years of age or over shall be given
the information in subsection (a) upon request.

(c) The 1llinois Adoption Reqgistry shall release any

non-identifyving information listed in (a) of this Section

that appears on the certified copy of the original birth

certificate or the Certificate of Adoption to an adopted

per son, adopti ve parent, or |legal quardian who is a
registrant of the Illinois Adoption Registry.
(d) The Illinois Adoption Registry shall release the

actual date and place of birth of an adopted person who is 21

vears of age or over to the birth parent if the birth parent

is a reqgistrant of the Illinois Adoption Reqgistry and has
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conpleted a Medical Informati on Exchange Authori zati on.

(e) The Illinois Adoption Reqgi stry shal | rel ease

informati on regardi ng the date the adoption was finalized and

the county in which the adoption was finalized to a certified

confidential internedi ary upon subm ssion of a court order.

(f) In cases where the Illinois Adoption Registry

possesses infornation indicating that an adopted person who

is 21 years of age or over was adopted in a state other than

Illinois or a country other than the United States, the

I[Ilinois Adoption Registry shall release the nane of the
state or country where the adoption was finalized and, if
avai |l abl e, t he agency involved in the adoption to a
registrant of the Illinois Adoption Registry, provided the

registrant is not the subject of a Denial of Information

Exchange and the registrant has conpl et ed a Medi cal

| nfornati on Exchange Aut hori zati on.

(ga) €€) Any of the above available information for any
adoption proceedi ngs conpl eted before the effective date of
this Act shall be supplied to the adoptive parents or an
adopt ee 18 years of age or over upon request.

(h) €d) The agency, Departnent of Children and Famly
Services, Court Supportive Services, Juvenile D vision of the
Circuit Court, the Probation Oficers of the Grcuit Court
and any ot her governmental bodies having any of the above
information shall retain the file until the adoptee would
have reached the age of 99 years.

(Source: P.A 87-617.)
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