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AN ACT concerning ice skating rinks.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

|l ce Skating Rink Safety Act.

Section 5. Legislative findings and declarations. The
Ceneral Assenbly finds and declares that the recreational
sport of ice skating is practiced by a |arge nunber of
citizens of this State; ice skating is a wholesone and
healthy famly activity that should be encouraged; and the
all ocation of risks and costs of ice skating is an inportant
matter of public policy.

The General Assenbly further finds and declares that the
owners of ice skating rinks face great difficulty in
obtaining liability insurance coverage at an affordabl e cost
and that the |ack of affordable insurance coverage affects
not only owners of ice skating rinks, but al so patrons who
may suffer personal injury or property damage as a result of
accidents that occur on the prem ses of a ice skating rink.
In order to nake it nore economcally feasible for insurance
conpanies to provide coverage to ice skating rinks at an
affordable rate to the owners, occurrences resulting in
liability to the owners should be nore predictable by
[imting the liability that may be incurred by the owners and
encour agi ng the developnment and inplenentation of risk
reduction techniques. This Act should be liberally construed

to best carry out the purposes of this Act.

Section 10. Definitions. As used in this Act:
"Qperator” neans a person or entity that owns, nanages,

controls, directs, or has operational responsibility for an
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ice skating rink

"lce skater"™ or "skater" neans a person wearing ice
skates while in an ice skating rink for the purpose of
recreational or conpetitive ice skating. "lce skater" or
"skater" also includes any person in an ice skating rink who
is an invitee, whether or not that person pays consideration.

"l ce skating rink" means a building, facility, or
prem ses that provides an area specifically designed to be
used by the public for recreational or conpetitive ice
skat i ng.

"Spectator" neans a person who is present in an ice
skating rink only for the purpose of observing recreational

or conpetitive ice skating.

Section 15. Operator responsibilities. | t IS t he
responsibility of the operator to the extent practicable to:

(1) Post the duties of ice skaters and spectators
and the duties and obligations of the operator as
prescribed in this Act in conspicuous places in at | east
3 locations in the ice skating rink.

(2) Mintain the stability and legibility of al
signs, synbols, and posted notices required by this Act.

(3) When the rink is open for sessions, have at
| east one floor supervisor on duty for every 200 skaters.

(4) Miintain the skating surface in a reasonably
safe condition and clean and i nspect the skating surface
before each session.

(5) Mintain in good condition the railings,
ki ckboards, and walls surroundi ng the skating surface.

(6) Inrinks with step-up or step-down skating
surfaces, ensure that the covering on the riser is
securely fastened.

(7) Install fire extinguishers and inspect fire

extingui shers at recomended intervals.
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(8) Inspect energency lighting units periodically
to insure the lights are in proper order.

(9) Keep exit lights and lights in service areas on
when skating surface lights are turned off during speci al
nunbers.

(10) Check rental skates on a regular basis to
insure the skates are in good nmechani cal condition

(11) Conmply with all applicable State and | ocal

safety codes.

Section 20. Skater responsi bilities. | t IS t he
responsibility of each ice skater to:

(1) Maintain reasonable control of the skater's
speed and course at all tines.

(2) Heed all posted signs and warni ngs.

(3) Mintain a proper outlook to avoid other ice
skaters and obj ects.

(4) Accept the responsibility for knowi ng the range
of the skater's own ability to negotiate the intended
direction of travel while on ice skates and to skate
within the limts of that ability.

(5) Refrain fromacting in a manner that may cause
or contribute to the injury of the skater or any other

per son.

Section 25. Assunption of risk; collisions; injuries.
lce skaters and spectators are deened to have know edge of
and to assune the inherent risks of ice skating. Those risks
not otherwi se attributable to an operator's breach of his or
her duties as set forth in Section 15 include, but are not
[imted to, injuries that result from collisions or
incidental contact with other ice skaters or spectators,
injuries that result fromfalls caused by |oss of bal ance,

and injuries that involve structures such as support col ums,
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wal | s, doors, |ockers, benches, railings, and other properly

pl aced structures within the building.

Section 30. Bar of suit; conplete defense. The
assunption of risk set forth in Section 25 is a conplete bar
of suit and is a conplete defense to a suit against an
operator by an ice skater or spectator for injuries resulting
fromthe assuned risks of skating unless the operator has
violated his or her duties or responsibilities under this

Act .
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