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AN ACT concerning driver training.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Vehicle Code is anended by
changi ng Sections 6-401, 6-402, 6-408.5, 6-411, 6-413, 6-414,

and 6-415 as foll ows:

(625 ILCS 5/6-401) (fromCh. 95 1/2, par. 6-401)

Sec. 6-401. Driver Training School s-License Required.

No person, firm association, partnership or corporation
shall operate a driver training school or engage in the
business of giving instruction for hire or for a fee in the
driving of notor vehicles or in the preparation of an
applicant for exam nation given by the Secretary of State for
a drivers license or permt, unless a license therefor has

been issued by the Secretary. No public school s or

educational institutions shall contract with entities engaged

in the business of qgiving instruction for hire or for a fee

in the driving of nmotor vehicles or in the preparation of an

applicant for exam nation given by the Secretary of State for

a driver's license or pernmt, unless a license therefor has

been i ssued by the Secretary.

This section shall not apply to public schools or to
educational institutions in which driving instruction is part
of the curriculumor to enployers giving instruction to their
enpl oyees.

(Source: P.A 76-1586.)

(625 ILCS 5/6-402) (fromCh. 95 1/2, par. 6-402)
Sec. 6-402. Qualifications of driver training schools. In
order to qualify for a license to operate a driver training

school, each applicant nust:
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(a) be of good noral character;

(b) be at least 21 years of age;

(c) maintain an established place of business open
to the public which neets the requirenents of Section
6- 403 t hrough 6-407,

(d) mintain bodily injury and property damage
l[tability insurance on notor vehicles while wused in
driving instruction, insuring the Iliability of the
driving school, the driving instructors and any person
taking instruction in at least the follow ng anounts:
$50, 000 for bodily injury to or death of one person in
any one accident and, subject to said limt for one
person, $100,000 for bodily injury to or death of 2 or
nmore persons in any one accident and the anount of
$10,000 for damage to property of others in any one
acci dent. Evi dence of such insurance coverage in the
formof a certificate fromthe insurance carrier shall be
filed with the Secretary of State, and such certificate
shall stipulate that the insurance shall not be cancelled
except upon 10 days prior witten notice to the Secretary
of State. The decal show ng evidence of insurance shal
be affixed to the wi ndshield of the vehicle,;

(e) provide a continuous surety conpany bond in the
princi pal sum of $20,000 $10;000 for the protection of
the contractual rights of students in such formas wll
meet with the approval of the Secretary of State and
witten by a conpany authorized to do business in this
State. However, the aggregate liability of the surety for
all breaches of the condition of the bond in no event
shall exceed the principal sumof $20,000 $10;000. The
surety on any such bond may cancel such bond on giving 30
days notice thereof in witing to the Secretary of State
and shall be relieved of liability for any breach of any

conditions of the bond which occurs after the effective
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date of cancell ation;

(f) bhave the equipnment necessary to the giving of
proper instruction in the operation of notor vehicles;

(g) have and use a business tel ephone listing for
al | busi ness purposes; and

(h) pay to the Secretary of State an application
fee of $500 and $50 for each branch application; and
$250:

(i) authorize an i nvestigation to include a

fingerprint based background check to determne if the

applicant has ever been convicted of a crine and if so,

the disposition of those convictions. The authorization

shal | i ndi cate the scope of the inguiry and the agencies

that may be contacted. Upon this authorization, the

Secretary of State nmay request and receive information

and assistance from any federal, State, or | ocal
gover nnent al agency as part of t he aut hori zed
i nvesti gati on. Each applicant shall have his or her

fingerprints submtted to the Departnent of State Police

in the form and manner prescribed by the Departnent of

State Police. The fingerprints shall be checked agai nst

the Departnent of State Police and Federal Bureau of

| nvesti gati on crim nal hi story record i nformati on

dat abases. The Departnent of State Police shall charge a

fee for conducting the crimnal history records check,

whi ch shall be deposited in the State Police Services

Fund and shall not exceed the actual cost of the records

check. The applicant shall be required to pay all rel ated

fingerprint fees including, but not limted to, the

anmounts established by the Departnent of State Police and

t he Feder al Bur eau of | nvesti gati on to process

fingerprint based crinnal background i nvestigati ons. The

Departnment of State Police shall provide information

concerning any crimnal convi ctions and di sposition of
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who

crimnal convictions brought agai nst the applicant upon

request of the Secretary of State provided that the

request is made in the formand nanner required by the

Depar t ment of t he State Police. Unl ess ot herw se

prohibited by law, the information derived from the

i nvestigation including the source of the infornmation and

any conclusions or recommendations derived from the

information by the Secretary of State shall be provided

to the applicant, or his designee, upon request to the

Secretary of State, prior to any final action by the

Secretary of State on the application. Any crimnal

convictions and disposition information obtained by the

Secretary of State shall be confidential and nmay not be

transnmitted outside the Ofice of the Secretary of State,

except as required herein, and may not be transmtted to

anyone within the Ofice of the Secretary of State except

as needed for the purpose of evaluating the applicant.

The information obtained fromthe investigati on nay be

mai ntai ned by the Secretary of State or any agency to

which the information was transnmitted. Only information

and standards, which bear a reasonable and rational

relation to the perfornance of a driver training school

owner, shall be used by the Secretary of State. Any

enpl oyee of the Secretary of State who gives or causes to

be given away any confidential information concerning any

crimnal charges or disposition of crininal charges of an

applicant shall be quilty of a (Cass A nisdenmeanor,

unl ess rel ease of the information is authorized by this

Section.

No |license shall be issued under this Section to a person

is a spouse, offspring, sibling, parent, grandparent,

grandchild, uncle or aunt, nephew or niece, cousin, or in-|law

of the person whose license to do business at that |ocation

has

been revoked or denied or to a person who was an officer
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or enployee of a business firm that has had its |icense
revoked or denied, unless the Secretary of State is satisfied
the application was submtted in good faith and not for the
purpose or effect of defeating the intent of this Code.

(Source: P.A 87-829; 87-832; 87-895.)

(625 1 LCS 5/6-408.5)

Sec. 6-408.5. Courses for students or high school
dropouts; limtation.

(a) No driver training school or driving training
instructor |icensed under this Act may request a certificate
of conpletion fromthe Secretary of State as provided in
Section 6-411 for any person who is enrolled as a student in
any public or non-public secondary school at the tinme such
instruction is to be provided, or who was so enrolled during
the senmester last ended if that instruction is to be provided
bet ween senesters or during the sumer after the regular
school termends, unless that student has received a passing
grade in at least 8 courses during the 2 senesters |ast
ending prior to requesting a certificate of conpletion from
the Secretary of State for the student.

(b) No driver training school or driving training
instructor |icensed under this Act may request a certificate
of conpletion fromthe Secretary of State as provided in
Section 6-411 for any person who has dropped out of school
and has not yet attained the age of 18 years unless the
driver training school or driving training instructor has: 1)
obt ai ned witten docunentation verifying the dropout's
enrollnment in a GED or alternative education program or has
obtai ned a copy of the dropout's CGED certificate; 2) obtained
verification that the student prior to dropping out had
received a passing grade in at |least 8 courses during the 2
previ ous senesters last ending prior to requesting a

certificate of conpletion; or 3) obtained witten consent
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from the dropout's parents or guardians and the regional
superi nt endent .

(c) Students shall be infornmed of the eligibility
requirenments of this Act in witing at the tinme of
regi stration

(d) The superintendent of schools of the school district
in which the student resides and attends school or in which
the student resides at the tine he or she drops out of school
(with respect to a public high school student or a dropout
from the public high school) or t he chi ef schoo
admnistrator (with respect to a student who attends a
non- public high school or a dropout from a non-public high
school) may waive the requirenents of this Section if the
superintendent or chief school adm nistrator, as the case may
be, deens it to be in the best interests of the student or
dr opout . Before requesting a certificate of conpletion from
the Secretary of State for any person who is enrolled as a
student in any public or non-public secondary school or who
was so enrolled in the senester last ending prior to the
request for a certificate of conpletion fromthe Secretary of
State or who is of high school age, the driver training
school shall determine fromthe school district in which that
person resides or resided at the tinme of dropping out of
school, or from the chief admnistrator of the non-public
hi gh school attended or |ast attended by such person, as the
case may be, that such person is not ineligible to receive a
certificate of conpletion under this Section

{e)--By-January-1;--1997;--the--Seeretary--of--State;--tn
cooperatton---wth---the--State--Board--of --Educatton;--shal}
conpl ete; - and-subm t-to-the- Ceneral - Assenbly; -a--report--that
exant nes- t he-t npact - of - t hi s- Seet t on- and- ot her - ehanges- rade- by
Publ i €- Aet - 88- 188-

(Source: P.A 88-188; 88-628, eff. 9-9-94.)
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(625 ILCS 5/6-411) (fromCh. 95 1/2, par. 6-411)

Sec. 6-411. Qual ifications of Driver Tr ai ni ng
Instructors. In order to qualify for a |license as an
instructor for a driving school, an applicant nust:

(a) Be of good noral character;

(b) Authorize an investigation to include a fingerprint

based background check to determne if the applicant has ever

been convicted of a crinme and if so, the disposition of those
convictions; this authorization shall indicate the scope of
the inquiry and the agencies which may be contacted. Upon
this authorization the Secretary of State may request and
receive informati on and assi stance fromany federal, state or
| ocal governmental agency as part of t he aut hori zed

i nvestigation. Each appl i cant shall have his or her

fingerprints submtted to the Departnent of State Police in

the form and nmnner prescribed by the Departnent of State

Police. These fingerprints shall be checked against the

Depar t ment of St at e Poli ce and Feder al Bureau of

| nvestigation crinmnal history record informati on dat abases.

The Departnent of State Police shall charge a fee for

conducting the crimnal history records check, which shall be

deposited in the State Police Services Fund and shall not

exceed the actual <cost of the records check. The applicant

shal | be required to pay all related fingerprint fees

including, but not limted to, the amounts established by the

Departnent of State Police and the Federal Bur eau of

| nvesti gati on to process fingerprint based crim nal

background investigations. The Departnent of State Police

shal | provi de i nformation concer ni ng any crim nal
convictions, and their disposition, brought against the
applicant upon request of the Secretary of State when the
request is made in the form and manner required by the

Departnent of State Police. Unless otherw se prohibited by

law, the information derived from this i nvestigation
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i ncluding the source of this information, and any concl usi ons
or recomendations derived from this information by the
Secretary of State shall be provided to the applicant, or his
desi gnee, upon request to the Secretary of State, prior to
any final action by the Secretary of State on the
application. Ne-tnforratton-obtatned-fromsuech-itnAvestigatton
ay- be- - pl aced- -t n- - any- - aut onat ed- - + nf of MAt + OA- - system  Any
crim nal convi ctions and their disposition information
obtai ned by the Secretary of State shall be confidential and
may not be transmtted outside the Ofice of the Secretary of
State, except as required herein, and may not be transmtted
to anyone within the Ofice of the Secretary of State except
as needed for the purpose of evaluating the applicant. The

information obtained fromthis investigation enly--physteal

tdenttty--matertals--whieh--the--applieant-can-be-required-teo
provide--the--Seeretary---of---State---are---phot ographs- - - or
fingerprints;:--these--shall-be-returned-to-the-applteant-upon
Feguest-to-the-Seecretary-of-State;--after--the--itnvesttgation
has- - been- - conpl et ed- - and- - no- - copy- of -t hese-ratertals nay be
mai nt ai ned kept by the Secretary of State or any agency to

whi ch such i nformation was tdentity---mtertals--vwere

transmtted. Only information and standards which bear a
reasonable and rational relation to the performance of a
driver training instructor shall be used by the Secretary of
St at e. Any enpl oyee of the Secretary of State who gives or
causes to be given away any confidenti al i nformation
concerning any crimnal charges and their disposition of an
applicant shall be guilty of a Cass A msdeneanor unless
rel ease of such information is authorized by this Section;

(c) Pass such examnation as the Secretary of State
shall require on (1) traffic laws, (2) safe driving
practices, (3) operation of notor vehicles, and (4)
qualifications of teacher;

(d) Be physically able to operate safely a notor vehicle
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33

and to train others in the operation of notor vehicles. An
instructors |license application nust be acconpanied by a
medi cal exam nation report conpleted by a conpetent physician
licensed to practice in the State of Illinois;

(e) Hold a valid Illinois drivers license;

(f) Have graduated from an accredited high school after
at |east 4 years of high school education or the equivalent;
and

(g Pay to the Secretary of State an application and
license fee of $70 $35.

If a driver training school class roominstructor teaches
an approved driver education course, as defined in Section
1-103 of this Code, to students under 18 years of age, he or
she shall furnish to the Secretary of State a certificate
issued by the State Board of Education that the said
instructor is qualified and neets the mninum educational
standards for teaching driver education courses in the |ocal
public or parochial school systens, except that no State
Board of Education certification shall be required of any
i nstructor who teaches exclusively in a comercial driving
school . On and after July 1, 1986, the existing rules and
regulations of the State Board of Education concerning
commercial driving schools shall continue to remain in effect
but shall be adm nistered by the Secretary of State until
such time as the Secretary of State shall anend or repeal the
rul es in accordance wth The Illinois Admnistrative
Procedure Act. Upon request, the Secretary of State shal
issue a certificate of conpletion to a student under 18 years
of age who has conpl eted an approved driver education course
at a commercial driving school

(Source: P.A 87-829; 87-832.)

(625 ILCS 5/6-413) (fromCh. 95 1/2, par. 6-413)

Sec. 6-413. Expiration of Licenses. Al outstanding
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licenses issued to any driver training school or driver
training instructor under this Act shall expire by operation
of law 24 12 nonths fromthe date of issuance, unless sooner
cancel l ed, suspended or revoked wunder the provisions of
Section 6-420.

(Source: P.A 87-829; 87-832.)

(625 ILCS 5/6-414) (fromCh. 95 1/2, par. 6-414)
Sec. 6-414. Renewal of Licenses. The |icense of each

driver training school may be renewed subject to the sane

conditions as the original |icense, and upon the paynent of a
an-annual renewal license fee of $500 and $50 for each
renewal of a branch application $250.
(Source: P.A 87-829; 87-832.)

(625 ILCS 5/6-415) (fromCh. 95 1/2, par. 6-415)

Sec. 6-415. Renewal Fee. The |license of each driver

training instructor may be renewed subject to the sane
conditions of the original |icense, and upon the paynent of
annual renewal |icense fee of $70 $35.

(Source: P.A 87-829; 87-832.)
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