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AN ACT concerning the Departnent of Children and Famly

Ser vi ces.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Children and Famly Services Act 1is

anended by changi ng Section 7.3 as foll ows:

(20 1LCS 505/7.3)

Sec. 7.3. Placenent plan. The Departnent shall devel op
and inplement a witten plan for placing children. The plan
shall include at |least the follow ng features:

(1) A plan for recruiting mnority adoptive and
foster famlies. The plan shall include strategies for
using existing resources in mnority conmunities, use of
mnority outreach staff whenever possible, use of
mnority foster hones for placenents after birth and
bef ore adoption, and other techniques as appropriate.

(2) A plan for training adoptive and foster
famlies of mnority children.

(3) A plan for enploying social workers in adoption
and foster care. The plan shall include staffing goals
and obj ecti ves.

(4) A plan for ensuring that adoption and foster
care workers attend training offered or approved by the
Department regarding the State's goal of encouraging
cul tural diversity and the needs of special needs
chi | dren.

(5) A plan that includes policies and procedures
for determning for each child requiring placenent
outside of his or her honme, and who cannot be inmediately
returned to his or her parents or guardi an, the pl acenment

needs of that child. The policies and procedures nmust
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include the photographic docunentation of the physical

condition of a potential foster or adoptive hone. Caneras

and training in their use nust be provided to Departnent

per sonnel who examne the physical condition of a

pot enti al f ost er or adoptive hone. Phot ogr aphi c

docunentation of the physical condition of the bedroons,

bat hroons, and living areas of a hone recommended by the

Departnment for a foster or adoption placenent nust be

included in any final report submtted for review by a

judge decidi ng upon the placenent. In the rare instance

when an individualized assessnent identifies, docunents,
and substantiates that race, color, or national origin is
a factor that needs to be considered in advancing a
particular child s best interests, it shall be considered

in maki ng a pl acenent.

(Source: P.A 92-334, eff. 8-10-01.)
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