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AN ACT concerni ng school s.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anmended by addi ng Section

7-31 as foll ows:

(105 ILCS 5/7-31 new)

Sec. 7-31. Annexation of conti guous portion of

el enentary or high school district.

(a) In this Section:

"Conti guous" nmeans having a common border of not |ess

than 100 |i near feet.

"Specially qualified professional |and surveyor" neans a

pr of essi onal | and surveyor whose credentials include serving

or having served as a paid advisor or consultant to at | east

2 of the following: any departnent, board, conmi ssion,

authority, or other agency of the State of Illinois.

(b) Notwithstandi ng any other provision of this Code,

any contiguous portion of an elenentary school district nust

be detached fromthat district and annexed to an adjoining

el enentary school district to which the portionis also

contiguous and any contiguous portion of a high school

district must be detached fromthat district and annexed to

an adj oi ni ng school district to which the portion is also

contiguous (herein referred to as "the Territory") upon a

petition or petitions filed under this Section if all of the

following conditions are met with respect to each petition:

(1) The Territory is to be detached froma school

district that is |ocated predom nantly (neani ng nore than

50% of the district's area) in a county of not |ess

than 2,000,000 and is to be annexed into a school

district |ocated overwhel ningly (neaning nore than 75% of
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its area) in a county of not less than 750,000 and not

nmore than 1,500,000, and, on the effective date of this

anendat ory Act of the 93rd GCeneral Assenbly, t he

Territory consists of not nore than 500 acres of which

not nore than 300 acres is vacant |and and of which not

nore than 200 acres is either platted for or inproved

with residences and is located predomnately (neaning

nore than 50%of its area) within a nunicipality that is

(i) located predom nantly (neaning nore than 50% of the

area of the municipality) outside the elenentary or high

school district from which the Territory is to be

detached and (ii) located partly or wholly within the

territorial boundaries of the adjoining elenentary or

high school district to which the Territory is to be

annexed. Conclusive proof of the boundaries of each

school district and the nunicipality is a document or

docunents setting forth the boundaries and certified by

the county clerk of each county or by the clerk of the

muni cipality as being a correct copy of records on file

with the county clerk or the clerk of the nunicipality as

of a date not nore than 60 days before the filing of a

petition under this Section. |[If the records of the

respective clerks show boundaries as of different dates,

t hose records are deened cont enporaneous for purposes of

this Secti on.

(2) The equalized assessed valuation of the taxable

property of the Territory constitutes |less than 5% of

the equali zed assessed valuation of the taxable property

of the school district fromwhich it is to be detached.

Concl usi ve proof of the equalized assessed valuation of

each district is a docunent or docunents stating the

equal i zed assessed valuation and certified, by the county

clerk of a county of not |less than 2,000,000 and by the

county assessor or township assessor in a county of not
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| ess than 750,000 and not npre than 1,500,000, as correct

by the certifying office as of a date not nore than 60

days before the filing of a petition under this Section.

If the records from the 2 counties show equalized

assessed valuation as of different dates, those records

are deened cont enporaneous for purposes of this Section.

(3) The Territory is predoninately (neaning nore

than 50% of its area) within a nunicipality that is

predom nantly (neaning nore than 50% of the area of the

municipality) within a county of not |less than 750, 000

and not nore than 1,500,000. Conclusive proof of

boundari es of the nunicipality is a docunent or

docunents setting forth the boundaries and certified by

the county clerk of the county in which the nunicipality

is located or by the clerk of the municipality as correct

as of a date not nore than 60 days before the filing of a

petition under this Section.

(4) The Territory, as of a date not nore than 60

days before the filing of a petition, has not been

devel oped with structures for commercial, office, or

i ndustri al uses, except for tenporary buildings or

structures constructed pursuant to a pernit or pernmts by

the applicable pernitting authority for an initial term

of not npbre than 15 vears. Concl usi ve proof of the

devel opnent of the land is a notarized statenent, as of a

date not nbore than 60 days before the filing of a

petition under this Section, by a specially qualified

professional land surveyor Jlicensed by the State of

I11inois.

(5) The area of the Territory is 5% or less of the

area of the school district from which it is to be

det ached. Concl usive proof of the areas is a notarized

witten statenent by a specially qualified professional

| and surveyor licensed by the State of Illinois.
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(6) Travel on public roads within 5 miles from the

Territory to schools in the school district from which

the Territory is to be detached requires crossing an

interstate highway. Travel on public roads within 5 niles

fromthe Territory to schools in the school district to

which the Territory is to be annexed does not require

crossing an interstate hi ghway. Concl usive proof of the

facts in this paragraph (6) is a notarized witten

statenent by a specially qualified professional | and

surveyor licensed by the State of 1llinois.

(c) No school district my lose nore than 5% of its

equal i zed assessed valuation nor nore than 5% of its

territory through petitions filed under this Section. If a

petition seeks to detach territory that would result in a

cunul ative total of npre than 5% of the district's equalized

assessed valuation or nore than 5% of the district's

territory being detached wunder this Section, the petition

shall be denied without prejudice to its being filed pursuant

to Section 7-6 of this Code.

(d) Conclusive proof of the population of a county is

the npst recent federal decenni al census.

(e) A petition filed under this Section with respect to

the Territory nust be filed with the regional board of school

trustees of the county where the Territory is |located (herein

referred to as the Reqgional Board) at its regular offices not

later than the 24 nonths after the effective date of this

anendatory Act of the 93rd CGeneral Assenbly and (i) in the

case of any portion of the Territory not devel oped with

resi dences, signed by or on behalf of the taxpayers of record

of properties constituting 60% or nore of the |l and not so

devel oped and (ii) in the case of any portion of the

Territory developed by residences, signed by 60% or nore of

regi stered voters residing in the residences. Conclusive

proof of who are the taxpayers of record is a docunent
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certified by the assessor of the county or township in which

the property is |ocated as of a date not nore than 60 days

before the filing of a petition under this Secti on.

Conclusive proof of who are registered voters is a docunent

certified by the board of election conmissioners for the

county in which the regi stered voters reside as of a date not

earlier than 60 days before the filing of the petition.

Concl usi ve proof of the area of the Territory and the area of

properties within the Territory is a survey or notarized

statenent, as of a date not nore than 60 days before the

filing of the petition, by a specially qualified professional

| and surveyor licensed by the State of Illinois.

(f) The Regional Board rmust (1) hold a hearing on each

petition at its reqgular offices within 90 days after the date

of filing; (2) render a decision granting or denying the

petition within 30 days after the hearing; and (3) within 14

days after the decision, serve a copy of the decision by

certified mmil, return recei pt r equest ed, upon t he

petitioners and upon the school boards of the school

districts fromwhich the territory described in the petition

is sought to be detached and to which the territory is sought

to be annexed. | f petitions are filed pertaining to an

elenentary school district and a high school district

described in this Section, if the petitions pertain to | and

not devel oped with residences, and if the 2 petitions are

filed within 28 days of each other, the petitions nust be

consolidated for hearing and heard at the sane hearingq. | f

petitions are filed pertaining to an elenentary school

district and a high school district described in this

Secti on, if the petitions pertain to | and devel oped with

residences, and if the petitions are filed within 28 days of

each other, the 2 petitions nust be consolidated for hearing

and heard at the sane hearing. |If the Regional Board does not

serve a copy of the decision within the tine and in the
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manner required, any petitioner has the right to obtain, in

the circuit court of the county in which the petition was

filed, a mandanus requiring the Regional Board to serve the

decision imedi ately to the parties in the nmanner required.

Upon proof that the Reqional Board has not served the

decision to the parties or in the nmnner required, the

circuit court nmust inmediately issue the order.

The Regi onal Board has no authority or discretion to hear

any evidence or consider any issues at the hearing except

those that nmay be necessary to determ ne whether t he

conditions and limtations of this Secti on have been nmet. If

the Regional Board finds that such conditions and linmtations

have been net, the Reqi onal Board must grant the petition.

The Regional Board nust (i) give witten notice of the

tine and place of the hearing not |ess than 30 days prior to

the date of the hearing to the school board of the school

district from which the territory described in the petition

is to be detached and to the school board of the school

district to which the territory is to be annexed and (ii)

publish notice of the hearing in a newspaper that is

circulated within the county in which the territory described

in the petitionis Jlocated and is <circulated wthin the

school districts whose school boards are entitled to noti ce.

(g) If the granting of a petition filed under this

Section has becone final either through failure to seek

adm nistrative review or by the final decision of a court on

review, the change in boundaries becones effective forthwith

and for all purposes, except that if granting of the petition

becones final between Septenber 1 of any year and June 30 of

the following year, the admnistration of and attendance at

the schools are not affected until July 1 of the foll ow ng

vear, at which tine the change becones effective for al

pur poses. After the granting of the petition beconmes final,

the date when the change becones effective for purposes of
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adm nistration and attendance may, in the case of |and

i mproved with residences, be accelerated or postponed either

(i) by stipulation of the school boards of the school

districts fromwhich the territory described in the petition

is detached and to which the territory is annexed or (ii) by

stipulation of the registered voters who si gned t he

petition. Their stipulation nmay be contained in the petition

or a separate docunent signed by them Their stipul ation nust

be filed with the Regional Board not Jlater than 120 days

after approval of their petition. The parent or parents or

t he guardi an of each student in the affected school districts

shall have the right to have the student <continue in the

school t hat the student is currently attending until

graduation fromthat school or a shorter period if requested.

(h) The decision of the Regional Board is a final

"adm ni strative decision" as defined in Section 3-101 of the

Code of Cvil Procedure, and any petitioner or the school

board of the school district fromwhich the land is to be

det ached or of the school district to which the land is to be

annexed may, within 35 days after a copy of the decision

sought to be reviewed was served by certified mail upon the

affected party thereby or upon an attorney of record for such

party, apply for a review of the decision in accordance wth

the Administrative Review Law and the rul es adopted pursuant

to the Adnministrative Review Law. Standing to apply for or in

any nanner seek review of the decision is linmted exclusively

to a petitioner or school district described in this Section.

The commencenent of any action for review operates as a

supersedeas, and no further proceedings are allowed until

final disposition of the review. The <circuit court of the

county in which the petitionis filed with the Regi onal Board

has sole jurisdiction to entertain a conplaint for review

(i) This Section (i) is not Ilimted by and operates

i ndependently of all other provisions of this Article and
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(ii) constitutes conplete authority for the granting or

denial by the Reqgional Board of a petition filed wunder this

Section when the conditions prescribed by this Section for

the filing of that petition are net or not met as the case

Section 90. The State Mandates Act is anended by addi ng

Section 8.27 as foll ows:

(30 ILCS 805/8.27 new)

Sec. 8.27. Exenpt nmandate. Notwi t hstanding Sections 6

and 8 of this Act, no reinbursement by the State is required

for the inplenentation of any nandate created by this

anendatory Act of the 93rd General Assenbly.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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