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AN ACT aut hori zing a horse feed checkoff.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

I'1'linois Equi ne Research and Pronotion Act.

Section 5. Definitions. As used in this Act:
"Board" neans the Illinois Equine Industry Research
and Pronotion Board appointed in accordance with this Act.
"Commercial equine feed" neans manufactured feed,
suppl enent, or prem x intended or |abeled for equine use.
"Director” neans the Director of Agriculture.
"Manuf actured feed" neans grains, seeds, or forage
that are ground, m xed, supplenented, or otherw se altered

for the purpose of consunption.

"Qualified i ndustry or gani zati on" means t he
Horsenmen's Council of Illinois or successor organization that
represents the entire spectrum of the 1Illinois equine

i ndustry.

Section 10. Referendum Wthin 90 days after t he
effective date of this Act, the University of Illinois
Ext ensi on shall determ ne by referendum whether the affected
equine owners in Illinois assent to the levy, collection, and
use of an equine feed assessnent in accordance with this Act.
The University of Illinois Extension shall be conpensated for
all costs associated wth conducting the referendum The
results shall be certified by an independent auditing firm
located in Illinois and submtted to the Director wwthin 30
days after «certification. Al qualified Illinois equine
owners shall be entitled to one vote.

Voting shall be at |ocations throughout the State on a
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day and during a tine period as specified by the University
of I'llinois Extension. Provisions shall be nmade for absentee
voting. Publicity and notification of the referendum date,
absentee voting procedures, and voting locations shall be
provided in the appropriate trade publications and in the
public press at least 3 weeks prior to the date of the
ref erendum

Upon approval by the mjority of qualified IlIlinois
equi ne owners and certification by an independent auditing
firm located in Illinois, the Board shall be established and
authorized to | evy an assessnent on horse feed in accordance

with this Act.

Section 15. Qualified Illinois equine owner. A resident
of Illinois shall be considered a qualified Illinois equine
owner if he or she executes an affidavit verifying Illinois

resi dency and one of the follow ng requirenents:

(1) Current registration for the equine.

(2) Receipt of a valid coggins test wwthin the |ast
12 nont hs.

(3) Receipt for the current |ease of an equine.

(4) A |lease purchase agreenent, contract, or other
| egal docunent showing current ownership or |ease
interest in an equi ne.

(5) Feed, supplies, care, or service receipts for

an equine within the past 12 nonths.

Section 20. Illinois Equine Industry Research and
Pronoti on Board.

(a) Upon certification of the assent by the majority of

qualified 1llinois equine owners voting on the referendum
the qualified industry organization shall select the 12
menber s of the 1llinois Equine Industry Research and

Pronpti on Board.
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In selecting nenbers, the qualified industry organization
shall give due regard to selecting a Board t hat IS
representative of the diverse geographical regions of the
State and the equine industry, to include representation of:

(1) The harness racing industry.

(2) The thoroughbred racing industry.

(3) The Illinois pleasure, show, and working horse

i ndustri es.
The qualified industry organization shall select one
menber of the Board from the 1Illinois feed and grain

i ndustry. Each selected nenber of the Board wth t he

exception of the menber representing the feed and grain

i ndustry shall be a qualified Illinois equine owner, a person
fully enployed in the Illinois equine industry, or a person
servicing the Illinois equine industry.

(b) Except for initial appointees, Board nenbers shal
serve terns of 3 years. Menbers may not serve nore than 2
consecutive terns. Menbers filling unexpired terns may not
serve nore than a total of 7 consecutive years. Forner
menbers of the Board may return to the Board if they have not
been a nenber for 2 years. Initial appointnents to the Board
shall be for terns of one, 2, and 3 years staggered to
provi de for the selection of 4 nmenbers each year

(c) The Boar d shal | sel ect from its nenbers a
chai rperson and other officers as necessary. The Board may
establish conmmttees and subcomm ttees of the Board and shal
adopt rules and bylaws for the conduct of business and
i npl enentation of this Act. The Board shall establish
procedures for the solicitation of equine industry comrent
and recomendation on any significant plans, prograns, or
projects to be funded by the Board. The Board may establish
advi sory conmm ttees of persons other than Board nenbers.

(d) Issues related to research, education, and industry

enhancenments and pronotion shall be given priority by the
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Board i n devel opi ng prograns and projects.

(e) At the beginning of each fiscal year, the Board
shal | prepare a budget for the next fiscal year including the
costs of all projects, contracts, and prograns. The Board
shall submt the budget to the Director for review and
comment. The Director may reconmend appropriate prograns and
activities.

(f) The Board shall keep mnutes, books, and records
that clearly reflect all acts and transactions of the Board
and shall make public that information. The books of the
Board shall be audited by a certified public accountant at
| east once during each fiscal year and other tinmes the Board
may designate. The expense of the audit shall be the
responsibility of the Board. Copies of the audit shall be
provided to the Director and all nenbers of the Board and to

ot her nmenbers of the equine industry upon request.

Section 25. Assessnents.

(a) The Board shall set the assessnent at $2 per ton or
5 cents per 50-pound bag of comercial equine feed. The
assessed anount shal | apply to all manufacturers of
commerci al equine feed when the feed is sold or inported for
sale in Illinois. The assessnment when nmade shall be listed as
a separate line on the bill labeled "Illinois Equine Research
and Pronotion Assessnent”. Assessnents collected are due to
the Board the 25th day of each quarter and shall include the
total collected for the previous calendar quarter. The
remtting manufacturer may retain 2% of the anmount of
assessment as a collection fee. If paynment is not made in
full to the Board by the due date as specified wunder this
subsection, an interest penalty of 5% of any unpaid anount
shall be added for each nonth or fraction of a nonth after
the due date, until final paynment is nade. No collection fee

may be retained on anbunts not remtted in full by the 25th
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day of each quarter

(b) The Board may establish an alternative neans of
collecting the assessnent if another neans is found to be
more effective and efficient. The Board shall assess any
charges incurred in conjunction wth action to secure
conpliance with this Act by any person who fails to remt any
anount due the Board under this Act.

(c) Pending disbursenent pursuant to a program plan, or
project, the Board shall invest funds collected through
assessnments, and any other funds received by the Board, only
(1) in obligations of the United States or any agency
thereof, (ii) in general obligations of any state or
political subdivision thereof, (iii) in any interest-bearing
account or certificate of deposit of a bank that is a nenber
of the Federal Reserve System or (iv) in obligations fully
guaranteed as to the principal and interest by the United

St at es.

Section 30. Refunds. The final purchaser of conmmerci al
equine feed, who has a dated receipt di spl ayi ng t he
assessnment added as a line itemto the sale price, may by
application in witing to the Board secure a refund in the
anount added. The refund shall be payable when the
application has been nmade to the Board within 60 days after
the assessnment. Interest shall be allowed and paid at the
rate of 5% per annum upon the total anmount of such assessnent
i nposed by this Act, except when any such assessnment 1is
refunded within 90 days after an application for refund has
been made within the required 60 days after assessnent. Each
application for a refund by a purchaser of commercial equine
feed shall have attached thereto proof of assessnent charged.
A purchaser who obtains a refund is not eligible for any

benefits provided under this Act.
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Section 35. Conpliance. The circuit courts of this State

have jurisdiction specifically to enforce this Act.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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