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AN ACT in relation to deer hunting.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The WIldlife Code is anmended by changi ng
Sections 2.25, 2.26, 3.2, 3.27, 3.29, and 3.30 as foll ows:

(520 ILCS 5/2.25) (fromCh. 61, par. 2.25)

Sec. 2.25. It shall be unlawful for any person to take
deer except (i) wth a shotgun, handgun, or nuzzl el oadi ng
rifle or (ii) as provided by adm nistrative rule, wwth a bow
and arrow, or crossbow device for handi capped persons as
defined in Section 2.33, during the open season of not nore
than 14 days which wll be set annually by the Director
bet ween the dates of Novenber 1st and Decenber 31st, both

i ncl usi ve. For the purposes of this Section, |egal handguns

i nclude any centerfire handguns of .30 caliber or larger with

a mninum barrel length of 4 inches. The only |eqal

ammunition for a centerfire handgun is a cartridge of .30

caliber or larger with a capability of at |east 500 foot

pounds of energy at the nuzzle. Ful | metal jacket bullets

may not be used to harvest deer.

The Departnent shall nmake adm ni strative rul es concerning

managenent restrictions applicable to the firearm and bow and

arrow season.

It shall be unlawful for any person to take deer except
with a bow and arrow, or crossbow device for handicapped
persons (as defined in Section 2.33), during the open season
for bow and arrow set annually by the D rector between the
dates of Septenber 1st and January 31st, both inclusive.

It shall be unlawful for any person to take deer except
with (i) a nuzzleloading rifle, or (ii) bow and arrow, or

crossbow devi ce for handi capped persons as defined in Section
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2.33, during the open season for nuzzleloading rifles set
annual ly by the Director.

The Director shall cause an administrative rule setting
forth the prescribed rules and regul ati ons, including bag and
possession |limts and those counties of the State where open
seasons are established, to be published in accordance wth
Sections 1.3 and 1.13 of this Act.

The Departnment is authorized to establish a separate
harvest period at specific sites wwthin the State for the
purpose of harvesting surplus deer that cannot be taken
during the regul ar season provided for the taking of deer.
This season shall be restricted to gun or bow and arrow
hunti ng only and shall be established during the period of
Sept enber 1st to February 15th, both inclusive. The
Departnent shall publish suitable prescribed rules and
regul ations established by admnistrative rule pertaining to
managenent restrictions applicable to this special harvest
progr am
(Source: P.A 86-1188; 87-126; 87-234; 87-895; 87-1015;
87-1243; 87-1268.)

(520 ILCS 5/2.26) (fromCh. 61, par. 2.26)

Sec. 2.26. Deer hunting permts. In this Section, "bona
fide equity sharehol der” neans an individual who (1)
purchased, for market price, publicly sold stock shares in a
corporation, purchased shares of a privately-held corporation
for a value equal to the percentage of the appraised val ue of
the corporate assets represented by the ownership in the
corporation, or is a nenber of a closely-held famly-owned
corporation and has purchased or been gifted with shares of
stock in the corporation accurately reflecting his or her
percentage of ownership and (2) intends to retain the
ownership of the shares of stock for at |east 5 years.

In this Section, "bona fide equity nenber" neans an
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i ndi vidual who (1) (i) becane a nenber upon the formation of
the limted liability conpany or (ii) has purchased a
distributional interest inalimted liability conpany for a
val ue equal to the percentage of the appraised value of the
LLC assets represented by the distributional interest in the
LLC and subsequently becones a nenber of the conpany pursuant
to Article 30 of the Limted Liability Conpany Act and who
(2) intends to retain the nmenbership for at |east 5 years.

Any person attenpting to take deer shall first obtain a
"Deer Hunting Permt™ in accordance wth prescri bed
regulations set forth in an Admnistrative Rule. Deer
Hunting Permts shall be issued by the Departnent. The fee
for a Deer Hunting Permt to take deer with either bow and
arrow or gun shall not exceed $15.00 for residents of the
State. The Departnent may by adm nistrative rule provide for
non-resi dent deer hunting permts for which the fee will not
exceed $200 except as provided below for non-resident
| andowners and non-resident archery hunters. The Departnent
may by adm nistrative rule provide for a non-resident archery
deer permt consisting of not nore than 2 harvest tags at a
total cost not to exceed $225. Permits shall be issued
W t hout charge to:

(a) Illinois Ilandowners residing in Illinois who
own at |east 40 acres of Illinois land and wish to hunt
their |l and only,

(b) resident tenants of at least 40 acres of
commercial agricultural |land where they will hunt, and

(c) Bona fide equity sharehol ders of a corporation
or bona fide equity nenbers of a limted liability
conpany which owns at |east 40 acres of land in a county
inlllinois who wish to hunt on the corporation's or
conpany's land only. One permt shall be issued w thout
charge to one bona fide equity shareholder or one bona

fide equity nmenber for each 40 acres of |and owned by the
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corporation or conpany in a county; however, the nunber

of permts issued without charge to bona fide equity

sharehol ders of any <corporation or bona fide equity
menbers of alimted Iliability conmpany in any county

shal | not exceed 15.

Bona fide |[|andowners or tenants who do not wi sh to hunt
only on the land they own, rent or |ease or bona fide equity
sharehol ders or bona fide equity nenbers who do not wi sh to
hunt only on the |Iand owed by the corporation or Ilimted
l[tability conmpany shall be charged the sane fee as the
applicant who is not a | andowner, tenant, bona fide -equity
sharehol der, or bona fide equity nenber. Nonresidents of
Il'linois who own at |east 40 acres of |land and wish to hunt
on their | and only shall be <charged a fee set by
adm nistrative rule. The nethod for obtaining these permts
shal | be prescribed by adm nistrative rule.

The deer hunting permt issued without fee shall be valid
on all farm | ands which the person to whomit is issued owns,
| eases or rents, except that in the case of a permt issued
to a bona fide equity sharehol der or bona fide equity nenber,
the permt shall be wvalid on all lands owned by the
corporation or limted liability conpany in the county.

The standards and specifications for use of guns and bow
and arrow for deer hunting shall be established by
adm ni strative rule.

No person may have in his possession any firearm not
authorized by admnistrative rule for a specific hunting
season when taki ng deer.

Persons having a firearmdeer hunting permt shall be
permtted to take deer only during the period from 1/ 2 hour
before sunrise to sunset, and only during those days for
whi ch an open season is established for the taking of deer by
use of shotgun, handgun, or nuzzle loading rifle.

Persons having an archery deer hunting permt shall be
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permtted to take deer only during the period from 1/2 hour
before sunrise to 1/2 hour after sunset, and only during
t hose days for which an open season is established for the
taki ng of deer by use of bow and arrow

It shall be unlawful for any person to take deer by use
of dogs, horses, autonobiles, aircraft or other vehicles, or
by the wuse of salt or bait of any kind. An area is
considered as baited during the presence of and for 10
consecutive days follow ng the renoval of bait.

It shall be wunlawful to possess or transport any wld
deer which has been injured or killed in any manner upon a
public highway or public right-of-way of this State unless
exenpted by adm nistrative rule.

Persons hunting deer nust have gun unloaded and no bow
and arrow device shall be carried wth the arrowin the
nocked position during hours when deer hunting is unlawful.

It shall be unlawful for any person, having taken the
legal |imt of deer by gun, to further participate with gun
in any deer hunting party.

It shall be unlawful for any person, having taken the
legal |imt of deer by bow and arrow, to further participate
wi th bow and arrow in any deer hunting party.

The Departnment may prohibit upland ganme hunting during
the gun deer season by adm nistrative rule.

It shall be legal for handi capped persons, as defined in
Section 2.33, to utilize a crossbow device, as defined in
Departnent rules, to take deer.

Any person who violates any of the provisions of this
Section, including admnistrative rules, shall be guilty of a
Cl ass B m sdeneanor.

(Source: P.A 92-177, eff. 7-27-01; 92-261, eff. 8-7-01;
92-651, eff. 7-11-02.)

(520 ILCS 5/3.2) (fromCh. 61, par. 3.2)
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Sec. 3.2. Hunting license; application; instruction.
Bef ore the Departnment or any county, city, village, township,
incorporated town clerk or his duly designated agent or any
ot her person authorized or designated by the Departnment to
issue hunting |licenses shall issue a hunting license to any
person, the person shall file his application wth the
Departnent or other party authorized to issue |icenses on a
formprovided by the Departnent and further give definite
proof of identity and place of |egal residence. Each clerk
desi gnating agents to issue |licenses and stanps shall furnish
the Departnent, within 10 days follow ng the appointnent, the
names and mailing addresses of the agents. Each clerk or his
duly designated agent shall be authorized to sell [Iicenses
and stanps only within the territorial area for which he was
el ected or appointed. No duly designated agent is authorized
to furnish licenses or stanps for issuance by any other
busi ness establishnent. Each application shall be executed
and sworn to and shall set forth the name and description of
t he applicant and place of residence.

No hunting |icense shall be issued to any person born on
or after January 1, 1980 unless he presents the person
authorized to issue the license evidence that he has held a
hunting license issued by the State of Illinois or another
state in a prior year, or a certificate of conpetency as
provided in this Section. Persons under 16 years of age nmay
be issued a Lifetime Hunting or Sportsnmen's Conbination
Li cense as provided under Section 20-45 of +the Fish and
Aquatic Life Code but shall not be entitled to hunt unless
they have a certificate of conpetency as provided in this
Section and they shall have the certificate in their
possessi on whil e hunting.

The Departnent of Natural Resources shall authorize
personnel of t he Depart nment or certified vol unt eer

instructors to conduct courses, of not less than 10 hours in
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length, in firearms and hunter safety, which nay include
training in bow and arrow safety, at regularly specified
intervals throughout the St at e. Per sons successful ly
conpl eti ng t he course shall receive a certificate of
conpetency. The Departnent of Natural Resources may further
cooperate wth any reputable association or organization in
establishing courses if the organization has as one of its
objectives the promotion of safety in the handling of
firearns or bow and arrow.

The Departnent of Natural Resources shall designate any
person found by it to be conpetent to give instruction in
the handling of firearns, hunter safety, and bow and arrow
The persons so appointed shall give the course of instruction
and upon the successful conpletion shall issue to the person
instructed a certificate of conpetency in the safe handling
of firearms, hunter safety, and bow and arrow. No charge
shall be made for any course of instruction except for
materials or ammunition consuned. The Departnent of Natural
Resources shall furnish information on the requirenents of
hunter safety education progranms to be distributed free of
charge to applicants for hunting |icenses by the persons
appoi nted and authorized to issue |icenses. Funds for the
conducting of firearnms and hunter safety courses shall be
taken from the fee charged for t he Firearm Owners
| dentification Card.

The fee for a hunting license to hunt all species for a
resident of Illinois is $7. For residents age 65 or ol der,
the fee is one-half of the fee charged for a hunting |license
to hunt all species for a resident of Illinois. Nonresidents
shal | be charged $50 for a hunting |icense.

Nonresidents may be issued a nonresident hunting |icense
for a period not to exceed 10 consecutive days' hunting in
the State and shall be charged a fee of $28.

A special nonresident hunting license authorizing a
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nonresident to take ganme birds by hunting on a ganme breeding
and hunting preserve area only, established under Section
3.27, shall be issued upon proper application being nade and
paynment of a fee equal to that for a resident hunting
license. The expiration date of this license shall be on the

sane  date Mareh--31--of each vyear that gane breedi ng and

hunti nqg preserve area |licenses expire.

Each applicant for a State Mgratory Waterfow  Stanp,
regardless of his residence or other condition, shall pay a
fee of $10 and shall receive a stanp. Except as provided
under Section 20-45 of the Fish and Aquatic Life Code, the
stanp shall be signed by the person or affixed to his |license
or permt in a space designated by the Departnent for that
pur pose.

Each applicant for a State Habitat Stanp, regardl ess of
his residence or other condition, shall pay a fee of $5 and
shal |l receive a stanp. Except as provided under Section 20-45
of the Fish and Aquatic Life Code, the stanp shall be signed
by the person or affixed to his license or permt in a space
desi gnated by the Departnent for that purpose.

Nothing in this Section shall be construed as to require
the purchase of nore than one State Habitat Stanp by any
person in any one |license year.

The Departnment shall furnish the holders of hunting
licenses and stanps wth an insignia as evi dence of
possessi on of license, or license and stanp, as the
Depart ment may consi der advi sabl e. The insignia shall be
exhi bited and used as the Departnent nay order.

All  other hunting licenses and all State stanps shal
expi re upon March 31 of each year.

Every person holding any license, permt, or stanp issued
under the provisions of this Act shall have it in his
possession for imedi ate presentation for inspection to the

officers and authorized enployees of the Departnent, any
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sheriff, deputy sheriff, or any other peace officer making a
demand for it. This provision shall not apply to Departnent
owned or nmanaged sites where it is required that all hunters
deposi t their license, permt, or Firearm Owner's
Identification Card at the check station upon entering the
hunti ng areas.

(Source: P.A 89-75, eff. 1-1-96; 89-338, eff. 1-1-96;
89-445, eff. 2-7-96; 89-626, eff. 8-9-96; 90-225, eff.
7-25-97.)

(520 ILCS 5/3.27) (fromCh. 61, par. 3.27)

Sec. 3.27. Any person owning, holding or controlling, by
| ease, which possession nmust be for a term of 5 or nore
years, any contiguous tract of |and having an area of not
| ess than 200 acres, and not nore than 1280 acres, wth at
| east 100 acres of suitable wldlife habitat, who desires to
establish a gane breeding and hunting preserve area, to
pr opagat e, preserve and hunt gane birds shall nmake
application to the Departnent for a license as herein
provi ded. Such application shall be nmade under oath of the
applicant or under oath of one of its principal officers if
the applicant is an association, club or corporation. In the
case of releasing and harvesting hand reared mallards, the
tract of land, with the approval of the Departnment, may be
smaller than that required in this Section but in all other
respects the applicant shall conform to the provisions of
this Act. The application shall be acconpanied by a |license

fee of not to exceed $100 for a Class Alicense or a |icense

fee not to exceed $200 for a Class B |license.

Every licensee under this Section shall rel ease not |ess
t han 250 Bobwhite quail or pheasants each season.

Upon recei pt of such application, the Departnment shal
i nspect t he proposed licensed area described in such

application and the prem ses and facilities where gane birds
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are to be propagated and the cover for ganme birds and the
ability of the applicant to operate a property of this
character. |If the Departnent finds that the area neets the
requi renents of all applicable aws and adm ni strative rules
and that the gane birds are reasonably healthy and di sease
free; and that the issuing of the license will otherwi se be
in the public interest; the Departnent shall approve the
application and issue the license for the operation of the
property described in the application with the rights and
subject to the limtations in this Act prescribed.

Al'l gane breeding and hunting preserve area |icenses
expire on April 30 of each year

Upon recei pt of such license, the licensee shall pronptly
post such Ilicensed areas at intervals of not nore than 500
feet with signs to be prescribed by the Departnent. The
boundari es of such licensed ganme breeding and hunting
preserve areas shall also be clearly defined by natural or
artificial boundaries and by signs.

(Source: P.A 85-152.)

(520 ILCS 5/3.29) (fromCh. 61, par. 3.29)

Sec. 3.29. For the purpose of this Act, gane birds shal
be released upon |icensed gane breedi ng and hunting preserve
areas in a mnner satisfactory to the Departnent. The

licensee shall keep a register on forns prescribed by the

Departnment which shall «clearly show the nunber and kind of

gane birds rel eased and- propagat ed each year, the nonth date
of release, and al so the nunber and kind of ganme birds taken,
the nonth date when taken and the disposition made of such
gane birds, and shall submt such reports under oath as to
gane birds rel eased; - propagated and taken, to the Departnent
not later than 10 days follow ng the end of each nonth during
t he season. The Departnent shall keep an adequate record of

the nunber of birds rel eased and- propagated on each |icensed
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gane breeding and hunting preserve area in each year and of
t he birds taken.

The Departnent shall prepare special tags suitable for
use upon |l egs of gane birds, including hand reared nullard
ducks, which tags shall be of a type not renovable w thout
breaking and nmutilating the tag, such tags to be wused to
designate birds taken wupon a I|icensed gane breeding and
hunting preserve area, and such tag shall remain upon the | eg
of such gane bird until such bird is finally prepared for
consunption. Those |licensed areas which dress gane birds may
btrd--ts contained. Upon application and paynent of a fee of
10 cents for each such tag, the Departnment shall furnish
licensees wth such tags:-previded-that-the-Departnent-shalt
net -+ n- any-year-furnish-any-ltecensee--a--nunber--of--tags--tn
exeess- - of - -t he- - nunber - - of - - garne- bt rds- whi eh- ray- I awf ul | y- be
taken-from such- |t eensed- area- as- heret nbefore--provided. Al
ganme birds harvested on licensed areas are to be properly
banded on the sane day they are taken.

(Source: P.A 84-150.)

(520 ILCS 5/3.30) (fromCh. 61, par. 3.30)

Sec. 3.30. Gane birds may be taken upon a Cass A gane
breeding and hunting preserve area only during the period
from Septenber 1st to April 15th;-er-as-etherw se--deterntned
by--the--bBrrector--through--the-issuanee-of -an- Adnt nt strative

Rul e; of each year, both dates inclusive. Gane birds may be

taken wupon a Class B gane breedi ng and hunting preserve area

Bef ore any person shall take or attenpt to take gane
birds wupon such |icensed gane breedi ng and hunting preserve
areas, he shall first secure a hunting license in accordance
with this Act.

(Source: P.A 85-152.)
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1 Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

2 becom ng | aw.
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