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AN ACT in relation to aging.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Act on the Aging is anended by

addi ng Section 4.04a as foll ows:

(20 ILCS 105/ 4.04a new)
Sec. 4. 04a. I1linois Long-Term Care Council.

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to ensure

that consumers over the age of 60 residing in facilities

licensed or reqgulated under the Nursing Hone Care Act,

Skilled Nursing and Internediate Care Facilities Code,

Sheltered Care Facilities Code, and the Illinois Veterans

Hones Code receive high quality long-term care through an

effective Illinois Long-Term Care Council.
(b) Maintenance and operation of the Illinois Long-Term
Care_ Counci |
(1) The Departnment shall develop a fair and
i npartial pr ocess for recruiting and receiving
nonm nations for nenbers for the Illinois Long-Term Care

Council fromthe State Long-Term Care Onbudsnan, the area

agenci es on agi ng, regi onal onbudsman prograns, provider

agenci es, and other public agencies, using a nonm nation

form provided by the Departnent.

(2) The Departnent shall appoint nenbers to the

Il1linois Long-Term Care Council in a tinely manner.

(3) The Departnent shall consider and act in good

faith regarding the I1llinois Long-Term Care Council's

annual report and its recommendati ons.

(4) The Director shall appoint to the |lllinois

Long-Term Care Council at |least 18 but not nore than 25
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(c) Responsibilities of the St at e Long- Term Care

Onbudsnan, area agencies on aging, regional long-termcare

onbudsnman prograns, and provider agenci es. The St at e

Long-Term Care Onbudsman and each area agency on agi nqg,

r egi onal long-term care onbudsnan program and provider

agency shall solicit nanes and reconmmend nenbers to the

Departnent for appointnent to the Illinois Long-Term Care
Counci | ..
(d) Powers and duties. The [Illinois Long-Term Care

Council shall do the follow ng:

(1) WMake recomendations and comment on iSssues

pertaining to long-termcare and the State Long-Term Care

Onbudsnman Program to the Departnent.

(2) Advise the Departnent on natters pertaining to

the quality of life and quality of care in the conti nuum

of long-term care.

(3) Evaluate, coment on reports reqgarding, and

make recommendations on, the quality of life and quality

of care in long-termcare facilities and on the duties

and responsibilities of the State Long-Term Care

Onbudsnman Program

(4) Prepare and circulate an annual report to the

Governor, the General Assenbly, and other interested

parties concerning the duties and acconpli shnents of the

Illinois Long-Term Care Council and all other rel ated

matters pertaining to long-termcare and the protection

of residents' rights.

(5) Provide an opportunity for public input at each

schedul ed neeti nq.

(6) WNMake recomendations to the Director, upon his

or her request, as to individuals who are capable of

serving as the State Long-Term Care Onbudsnan and who

shoul d nake appropriate application for that position

should it becone vacant.
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(e) Conposition and operation. The lllinois Long-Term

Care Council shall be conposed of at least 18 but not nore

than 25 nmenbers concerned about the quality of life in

long-term care facilities and protecting the rights of

residents, including nenbers fromlong-termcare facilities.

The State Long-Term Care Onbudsnan shall be a per nanent

menber of the Long-Term Care Council. Menbers shall be

appoi nt ed for a 4-year term with initial appoi ntnents

staggered with 2-year, 3-vear, and 4-year terns. A lottery

will determne the terns of office for the nenbers of the

first term Menbers may be reappointed to a term but no

menber nay be reappointed to nbre than 2 consecutive terns.

The Illinois Long-Term Care Council shall nmeet a mininumof 3

ti nes per cal endar year

(f) WMenber requi renents. Al | menber s shal | be

individuals who have denpnstrated concern about the quality

of lifeinlong-termcare facilities. A mninumof 3 nenbers

must be current or forner residents of Jlong-term care

facilities or the famly nenber of a current or forner

resident of a long-termcare facility. A mninumof 2 nmenbers

shall represent current or forner long-term care facility

resident councils or famly councils. A mninumof 4 nmenbers

shall be selected fromrecomendati ons by organi zati ons whose

menbers consi st of |l ong-term care facilities. A

representative of long-termcare facility enpl oyees nust al so

be included as a nenber. A mininmumof 2 nmenbers shall be

selected from recommendations of nenbership-based senior

advocacy groups or consuner organi zations that engage solely

in leqgal representation on behalf of residents and i mmedi ate

famlies. There shall be non-voting State agency nenbers on

the Long-Term Care Council fromthe follow ng agencies: (i)

the Department of Veterans' Affairs; (ii) the Departnent of

Human Servi ces; (iii) the Departnment of Public Health: (iv)

the Department on Aging; (v) the Departnent of Public Aid;
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1 (vi) the lllinois State Police Medicaid Fraud Control Unit;
2 and (vii) others as appropriate.
3 Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

4 becom ng | aw.
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