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AN ACT relating to school s.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anended by changing

Section 29-5 as foll ows:

(105 ILCS 5/29-5) (fromCh. 122, par. 29-5)

Sec. 29-5. Rei mbursenent by State for transportation.
Any school district, mintaining a school, transporting
resident pupils to another school district's vocational
program offered through a joint agreenent approved by the
State Board of Education, as provided in Section 10-22.22 or
transporting its resident pupils to a school which neets the
standards for recognition as established by the State Board
of Education which provides transportation neeting t he
standards of safety, confort, convenience, efficiency and
operation prescribed by the State Board of Education for
resident pupils in kindergarten or any of grades 1 through 12
who: (a) reside at least 1 1/2 mles as neasured by the
customary route of travel, fromthe school attended; or (D)
reside in areas where conditions are such that walking
constitutes a hazard to the safety of the child when
determ ned under Section 29-3; and (c) are transported to the
school attended from pick-up points at the beginning of the
school day and back again at the close of the school day or
transported to and from their assigned attendance centers
during the school day, shall be reinbursed by the State as
herei nafter provided in this Section.

The State will pay the cost of transporting eligible
pupils less the assessed valuation in a dual school district
mai nt ai ni ng secondary grades 9 to 12 inclusive tinmes a

qualifying rate of .05% 1in elenmentary school districts
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mai ntaining grades Kto 8 tinmes a qualifying rate of .06% in
unit districts maintaining grades Kto 12 tinmes a qualifying
rate of .07% To be eligible to receive reinbursenent in
excess of 4/5 of the cost to transport eligible pupils, a
school district shall have a Transportation Fund tax rate of

at least .12% If a school district does not have a .12%
Transportation Fund tax rate, the amount of its claimin
excess of 4/5 of the cost of transporting pupils shall be
reduced by t he sum arrived at by subtracting the
Transportation Fund tax rate from.12% and nultiplying that

anount by the districts equalized or assessed val uation,

provided, that in no case shall said reduction result in
rei nbursenent of Jless than 4/5 of the cost to transport

eligible pupils.

The m ni mum anount to be received by a district is $16
times the nunber of eligible pupils transported.

Any such district transporting resident pupils during the
school day to an area vocational school or another school
district's vocational programnore than 1 1/2 mles from the
school attended, as provided in Sections 10-22.20a and
10-22.22, shall be reinbursed by the State for 4/5 of the
cost of transporting eligible pupils.

School day neans that period of tinme which the pupil 1is
required to be in attendance for instructional purposes.

If a pupil is at a location within the school district
other than his residence for child care purposes at the tinme
for transportation to school, that |ocation may be consi dered
for purposes of determning the 1 1/2 mles fromthe school
att ended.

Clainms for reinbursenent that include children who attend
any school other than a public school shall show the nunber
of such children transport ed.

Clains for reinbursenent under this Section shall not be

paid for the transportation of pupils for whomtransportation
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costs are clained for paynent under other Sections of this
Act .

The allowable direct <cost of transporting pupils for
regul ar, vocati onal , and speci al educati on pupi
transportation shall be Ilimted to the sumof the cost of
physi cal exam nations required for enploynent as a school bus

driver; the salaries of full or part-time drivers and schoo

bus mai nt enance personnel ; enployee benefits excluding
II'linois municipal retirement paynents, social security
paynents, unenpl oynment i nsurance paynments and workers

conpensati on i nsurance prem uns; expenditures to independent
carriers who operate school buses; paynents to other school
districts for pupil transportation services; pre-approved
contractual expenditures for conputerized bus scheduling; the
cost of gasoline, oil, tires, and other supplies necessary
for the operation of school buses; the <cost of converting
buses' gasoline engines to nore fuel efficient engines or to
engi nes which use alternative energy sources; the cost of
travel to neetings and workshops conducted by the regional
superintendent or the State Superintendent of Education
pursuant to the standards established by the Secretary of
State wunder Section 6-106 of the Illinois Vehicle Code to
i nprove the driving skills of school bus drivers; the cost of
mai nt enance of school buses including parts and naterials
used; expenditures for leasing transportation vehicles,
except interest and service charges; the cost of insurance
and licenses for transportation vehicles; expenditures for
the rental of transportation equipnent; plus a depreciation
al l owance of 20% for 5 years for school buses and vehicles
approved for transporting pupils to and from school and a
depreci ation al l omance of 10% for 10 years for other

transportati on equi pnent so used. Each school vyear, if a

school district has nmade expenditures to the Regional

Transportation Authority or any of its service boards, a nass
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transit district, or an urban transportation district under

an i ntergovernmental agreenent with the district to provide

for the transportation of pupils and if the public transit

carrier received direct paynent for services or passes froma

school district within its service area during the 2000-2001

school year, then the allowable direct cost of transporting

pupils for reqular, vocational, and special educati on pupi

transportation shall also include the expenditures that the

district has made to the public transit carrier. In addition

to the above allowable costs school districts shall also
claim all transportation supervisory salary costs, including
[1linois muni ci pal retirenent paynents, and al
transportation related building and building naintenance
costs without limtation

Special education allowable costs shall also include
expenditures for the salaries of attendants or aides for that
portion of the time they assist special education pupils
while in transit and expenditures for parents and public
carriers for transporting special education pupils when
pre-approved by the State Superintendent of Educati on.

I ndirect costs shall be included in the reinbursenent
claim for districts which owm and operate their own school
buses. Such indirect costs shall include admnistrative
costs, or any costs attributable to transporting pupils from
their attendance centers to another school building for
i nstructional purposes. No school district which owns and
operates its own school buses may claim reinbursenent for
indirect costs which exceed 5% of the total allowable direct
costs for pupil transportation.

The State Board of Education shall prescribe uniform
regulations for determning the above standards and shal
prescribe forns of cost accounting and st andar ds of
determ ning reasonabl e depreciation. Such depreciation shal

i nclude the cost of equipping school buses with the safety
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features required by law or by the rules, regul ations and
standards pronul gated by the State Board of Education, and
t he Depart ment of Transportation for the safety and
construction of school buses provided, however, any equi pnment
cost reinbursed by the Departnent of Transportation for
equi pping school buses wth such safety equi pnent shall be
deducted from the allowable cost in the conputation of
rei mbursenment wunder this Section in the sane percentage as
the cost of the equipnent is depreciated.

On or before July 10, annually, the chief school
adm nistrator for the district shall certify to the regiona
superintendent of schools upon forns prescribed by the State
Superi nt endent of Educati on the district's claim for
rei mbursenent for the school year ended on June 30 next
pr ecedi ng. The regional superintendent of schools shal
check all transportation clains to ascertain conpliance wth
the prescribed standards and upon his approval shall certify
not later than July 25 to the State Superintendent of
Education the regional report of clains for reinbursenents.
The State Superintendent of Education shall check and approve
the clains and prepare the vouchers showi ng the anounts due
for district reinbursenent clainms. Beginning with the 1977
fiscal year, the State Superintendent of Education shal
prepare and transmt the first 3 vouchers to the Conptroller
on the 30th day of Sept enber, Decenber and Mar ch,
respectively, and the final voucher, no |l ater than June 15.

| f t he anmount appropri ated for transportation
rei nbursenent is insufficient to fund total <clains for any
fiscal year, the State Board of Education shall reduce each
school district's allowable <costs and flat grant anount
proportionately to nake total adjusted clains equal the total
anount appropri at ed.

For purposes of calculating clains for reinbursenent

under this Section for any school year beginning July 1,
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1998, or thereafter, the equalized assessed valuation for a
school district wused to conpute reinbursenent shall be
conputed in the sanme manner as it is conputed under paragraph
(2) of subsection (G of Section 18-8.05.

Al'l reinbursenents received from the State shall be
deposited into the district's transportation fund or into the
fund fromwhich the all owabl e expendi tures were nade.

Notw t hstanding any other provision of |aw, any school
district receiving a paynent under this Section or under
Section 14-7.02, 14-7.02a, or 14-13.01 of this Code may
classify all or a portion of the funds that it receives in a
particular fiscal year or fromgeneral State aid pursuant to
Section 18-8.05 of this Code as funds received in connection
with any funding programfor which it is entitled to receive
funds fromthe State in that fiscal year (including, wthout
[imtation, any funding programreferenced in this Section),
regardl ess of the source or timng of the receipt. The
district may not classify nore funds as funds received in
connection with the funding program than the district 1is
entitled to receive in that fiscal year for that program
Any classification by a district nust be made by a resol ution
of its board of education. The resolution nust identify the
anpunt of any paynents or general State aid to be classified
under this paragraph and nust specify the funding program to
which the funds are to be treated as received in connection
therew th. This resolution is controlling as to t he
classification of funds referenced therein. A certified copy
of the resolution nust be sent to the State Superintendent of
Education. The resolution shall still take effect even though
a copy of the resolution has not been sent to the State
Superintendent of Education in a timely nmanner. No
classification wunder this paragraph by a district shal
affect the total amount or timng of noney the district 1is

entitled to receive under this Code. No cl assification


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


HBO763 Enrol | ed -7- LRB093 05523 NHT 05614 b

12
13

under this paragraph by a district shall in any way relieve
the district fromor affect any requirenents that otherw se
woul d apply with respect to that funding program including
any accounting of funds by source, reporting expenditures by
original source and purpose, reporting requirenents, or
requi renents of providing services.

Any school district with a population of not nore than
500,000 nust deposit all funds received under this Article
into the transportation fund and use those funds for the
provi sion of transportation services.

(Source: P.A 92-568, eff. 6-26-02; 93-166, eff. 7-10-03.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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