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AN ACT concerni ng tel econmuni cati ons servi ces.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Public Uilities Act is anended by

changi ng Section 13-703 as foll ows:

(220 I'LCS 5/13-703) (fromCh. 111 2/3, par. 13-703)
(Section scheduled to be repealed on July 1, 2005)
Sec. 13-703. Services for disabl ed.

(a) The Comm ssion shall design and inplenment a program
wher eby each telecomunications carrier providing |ocal
exchange service shall provide a telecommunications device
capable of servicing the needs of those persons with a
heart ng- or -speeeh disability together wth a single party
line, at no charge additional to the basic exchange rate, to
any subscriber who is certified as having a heart ng-or-speeeh
disability by a i censed physi ci an, speech- | anguage
pat hol ogi st, audi ol ogist, or a qualified State agency and to
any subscriber which is an organi zation serving the needs of
those persons wth a hearing or speech disability as
determned and specified by the Comm ssion pursuant to
subsection (d).

As used in this Section, "disability" nmeans a physical or

sensory inpairnment that limts an individual's access to or

usage of tel econmmuni cations services. "Disability" includes,

without limtation, a speech, vision, or hearing inpairment

and any other physical inpairnent that lints an individual's

ability to use tel econmmuni cations equi pnent and servi ces.

(b) The Comm ssion shall design and inplenment a program
wher eby each telecomunications carrier providing |ocal
exchange service shall provide a telecommunications relay

system using third party intervention to connect those
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persons having a hearing or speech disability with persons of
normal hearing by way of intercomunications devices and the
tel ephone system naking avail abl e reasonabl e access to al
phases of public tel ephone service to persons who have a
heari ng or speech disability. In order to design a
tel ecommuni cations relay system which Wil | neet t he
requirenents of those persons wth a hearing or speech
disability available at a reasonable cost, the Conm ssion
shall initiate an investigation and conduct public hearings
to determine the nost cost-effective nethod of providing
tel ecommuni cations relay service to those persons who have a
heari ng or speech disability when wusing teleconmunications
devices and therein solicit the advice, counsel, and physi cal
assi stance of Statew de nonprofit consumer organizations that
serve persons wth hearing or speech disabilities in such
heari ngs and during the devel opnent and i npl enentation of the
system The Comm ssion shall phase in this program on a
geographical basis, as soon as is practicable, but no | ater
t han June 30, 1990.

(c) The Commission shall establish a rate recovery
mechani sm aut hori zing charges in an anount to be determ ned
by the Commssion for each line of a subscriber to allow
t el ecommuni cations carriers providing | ocal exchange service
to recover costs as they are incurred under this Section.

(d) The Comm ssion shall determne and specify those
organi zati ons serving the needs of those persons having a
heari ng or speech disability t hat shall receive a
t el ecommuni cati ons device and in which offices the equipnent
shall be installed in the case of an organi zati on having nore
t han one of fice. For the purposes of this Section,
"organi zations serving the needs of those persons wth
hearing or speech disabilities" nmeans centers for independent
living as described in Section 12a of the D sabled Persons

Rehabilitation Act and not-for-profit organizations whose
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primary purpose is serving the needs of those persons wth
hearing or speech disabilities. The Conm ssion shall direct
the tel econmuni cations carriers subject to its jurisdiction
and this Section to conply wth its determnations and
specifications in this regard.

(e) As used in this Section, t he phr ase
"tel ecommuni cations carrier providing |ocal exchange service"
i ncl udes, without otherwise limting the nmeaning of the term
t el ecommuni cations carriers which are purely nutual concerns,
having no rates or charges for services, but paying the
operati ng expenses by assessnent upon the nenbers of such a
conpany and no ot her person.

(Source: P.A 88-497.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

July 1, 200S3.
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