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AN ACT in relation to public health.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

esented in the CGeneral Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

ury Fever Thernoneter Prohibition Act.

Section 5. Findings.
(a) The General Assenbly finds:

(1) that human exposure to nercury can result in
adverse health effects, and nercury pollutants have been
linked to nervous system kidney, and liver danage and
i npai red chil dhood devel opnent;

(2) that nercury fever thernoneters are easily
broken, creating a potential risk of dangerous exposure
to nmercury vapor in indoor air and risking nercury
contam nation of the environnent;

(3) that accidental nmercury spills and thernoneter
br eakages have proven costly to clean up

(4) that according to the Mercury Study Report,
prepared by the U S. Environnental Protection Agency and
submtted to the U S. Congress in 1997, nercury fever
t hernoneters contri bute approximtely 17 tons of nercury
to solid waste each year;

(5) that accordi ng to the U S. Environnental
Protection Agency, the quantity of nmercury in one nercury
fever thernoneter, approxinately one gram is enough to
contamnate all fish in a lake with a surface area of 20
acres;

(6) that accurate and safe alternatives to nercury
thernoneters are readily available and conparable in
cost; and

(7) that many national pharmacy and retail chains
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have discontinued the sale of nercury thernoneters to

consuners.

(b) It is the purpose of this Act to prohibit the sale,
di stribution, or pronoti onal gifts of mercury fever

thernobneters in this State.

Section 10. Definitions. For the purposes of this Act,
the words and terns defined in this Section shall have the
meani ng given, unless the context otherw se clearly requires.

"Mercury fever thernoneter” neans any device containing
mercury wherein the nercury is used to neasure the internal
body tenperature of a person.

"Health care facility" neans any hospital, nursing hone,
extended care facility, long-termfacility, clinic or nedical
| aboratory, State or private health or nental institution,
clinic, physi cian's of fice, or heal th mai nt enance
or gani zati on.

"Hospital"™ neans any institution, place, building, or
agency, public or private, whether organized for profit or
not, devoted primarily to the maintenance and operation of
facilities for the diagnosis and treatnment or care of 2 or

nore wunrelated persons admtted for overnight stay or |onger

in order to obtain nedical, including obstetric, psychiatric,
and nursing, care of illness, disease, injury, infirmty, or
deformty.

"Per son" means any i ndi vi dual , part nership,
co-partnership, firm conpany, limted liability conpany,

corporation, association, joint stock conmpany, trust, estate,
political subdi vi si on, State agency, or non- profit

organi zation, or any other legal entity.

Section 15. Sale, distribution, or pronotional gifts of
mercury fever thernoneters prohibited.

(a) On or after July 1, 2004, no person shall sell,
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distribute, or give for pronotional purposes (including
online retail) mercury fever thernoneters in this State.

(b) On or after July 1, 2004, no hospital shal
distribute nercury fever thernoneters in maternity or new
baby gift packs to patients.

(c) This Section does not apply to nmercury fever
thernmometers sold or provided to be used in a health care

facility.

Section 20. Manufacturing of nercury fever thernoneters
prohibited. On or after July 1, 2004, no person shal

manufacture a nmercury fever thernoneter in this State.

Section 25. Penalty for violation. A person who violates
this Act shall be gquilty of a petty offense and upon
conviction shall be subject to a fine of not |less than $50

and not nore than $200 for each viol ation.
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