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AN ACT in relation to public health.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Departnent of Public Health Powers and
Duties Law of the Gvil Adnmnistrative Code of Illinois is

anended by addi ng Section 2310-376 as foll ows:

(20 1LCS 2310/ 2310-376 new)

Sec. 2310-376. Hepatitis C education and outreach.

(a) The Illinois General Assenbly finds and declares the

(1) The Wrld Health Organization characterizes

Hepatitis C as a disease of prinmary concern to hunanity.

(2) Hepatitis Cis considered a silent Kkiller: no

recogni zable signs or synptons occur until severe liver

danage has occurr ed.

(3) Studies indicate t hat nearly 4 mllion

Anericans (1.8 percent of the population) carry the virus

HCV that causes the di sease.

(4) 30,000 acute new infections occur each vyear in

the United States, and only 25 to 30 percent are

(5) 8,000 to 10,000 Anericans die fromthe disease

(6) 200,000 Illinois residents may be carriers and

could develop the debilitating and potentially deadly

liver disease.

(7) Innates of correctional facilities have a

hi gher incidence of Hepatitis C and, upon their release,

pr esent a significant health risk to the genera

popul ati on.
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(b) The Departnent shall conduct an education and
outreach canpaign, in addition to its overall effort to
prevent infectious disease in Illinois, in order to raise

awar eness about and pronote prevention of Hepatitis C.
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